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New ORLEAj^Si'^'January 5, 1869. 

> ■• 

To the Honorajjle the President and Members of the Senate, ^d the Honorable 
the Speaker and Members of the House of Bepresentativ^8-^oC th^ State o* 
Loaijsiana, in General Assembly convened: 

Since the submission of our former report, of date of Se^te'mb^r 
24, 1868, the General Assembly passed the following joint resolution ^-' 
entitled — 

4 

A Joint Besolution relative to the sitting of the Joint. Con!mi .tee on the late 
election and the condition of peace and good order of the State, during the 
recess or adjournment of the General Assemby. 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State 
of Louisiana, in General Assembly convened. That the Joint Committee 
upon the conduct of the late election and the present condition of 
peace and order in the State, be and they are hereby authorized to 
continue in session during the interval between the recess or ad- 
journment of the session of the General Assembly and its next 
session, with all the powers hitherto conferred upon them; provided^ 
that its members shall only receive their per diem for the number of 
days they are actually in session and shall not be entitled to any 
mileage. 

(Signed) CHAS. W. LOWELL, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
(Signed) OSCAR J. DUNN, 

Lieutenant Governor and President of the Senate. 
Approved October 21, 1868. 

(Signed) H. C. WARMOTH, 

Governor of the State of Louisiana. 

In compliance therewith your Committee continued their investi- 
gations into the present condition of peace and order in the State 
during the interval between the last and the present sessions. They 
have the honor to submit the following report of the result of their 
labors. 

Your Committee would earnestly ask the attention of the good 
people of the State to the following statement, praying a dispas 
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Bionate judgment thereon, and not deprecating any just criticism, 

but on the contrary inviting it. **If Uiey have erred either in the 

credence which they have attacl»ed.-to/tke evidence which appears 

hereafter, or in the conclusioiiH-^tat Vhich ihoy have arrived they 

welcome any scrutiny of the ii)Vip«;r, liowevcr riL;*id, (»r any refutation 

of the latter. Jt is to y]C 4Uir*')ntroverted facts about which there 

is no dispute, to whiclf•^^^^h all good feeling they invitj the candid 

• • • • 
attention of every «VqoU* citizen without regard to party, and upon 

• • • 

which they ask*igi dismterested and honest verdict. 

The histdi;J».of-*t]ie last twelve months presents a frightful record 
• ••* • ' . . . . ' 

such as, JijisOicver been furnished before in the liistorj' of nations 

withcfUt Jeaving an indelible blot upon the character of the generation 
tjf*yr^c\i it was written. 

*•. The facts elicited by this report rival in atrocity and in the exhi- 
bition of the bascfst of human passions any thing that can be found 
in the annals of the darkest age of the Christian era, and the day 
will come when the relation of their horrors will curdle the blood of 
whole generations, and men will wonder that monsters who com- 
mitted such crimes were permitted to live among mankind. 

The total number of murders reported by this committee in their 
first report was two hundred and four (204). Tlie number included 
in the present report is five hundred and eighty (580). The number 
of murders as taken from Brevet Major General Hatch's record for 
the months of September, October and November, 1868, is two 
hundred and ninety-seven (297). Some of the latter are probably 
repetitions of those included in the committee's reports. On the 
other hand neither the committee nor General Hatch havo been able 
to obtain full reports of all the murders committed in the State. In 
some of the most violent parishes, tlio terrorism has been so great 
that no testimony has been received from them at all. 

The total number of the murders committed in the State within 
the last twelve months reported, is over one thousand (1000). 

The total number of killed, wounded, robbed and otherwise 
outraged during the same period of which we have accounts is one 
thousand eight hundred and eighty-seven (1887). Is the continuance 
of such a state of airairs compatible with the maintenance of law 
and order, with the interest of the people of this State or of any 
class of people among us, or with the dignity,, self respect and 
Christian character of any community? 



GENERAL REVIEW OP EVENTS SINCE SEPTEMBER 

24,a868. 

After the adjournment of the General Assembly the excitement on 
the part of a portion of our population which first broke out into 
mob violence, in the riofs and massacre of September 22, 1868, 
rapidly increased. Large mob.s occurred, and great numbers of 
colored men and white Republicans were slaughtered successively 
in the parish of Orleans on September 22, and October 24, 1868; 
of St. Landry, on September 28, 1868; of Bossier, on Peptember 
30, 1868; of Caddo, on or about October 12, 1868; of Jefferson, on 
October 23, 1868, and of Sfc. Bernard, on October 25, 1868. On the 
night of the twenty-eighth of Cctober, 1868, Lafayette Square in front 
of the City Hall, was, a little after dark, quietly filled by bands of 
armed men who noiselessly filed into its inclosures; those were soon 
reinforced by large crowds of unorganized men, until one immense 
mob filled the square and adjacent streets A delegation waited 
upon the Superintendent of Metropolitan Police, and informed him 
that they had come to take forcible. possession of the police station. 
This mob was addressed in friendly words by General Steed man, 
Colonel R. N. Ogden, a member of the Senate, and others. The' 
burden of their speeches was not the unlawfulness or criminality of 
these proceedings, but expressions of hope and assurance that all 
their ends would speedily be attained by the election of Seymour 
and Blair. 

Democratic processions marched through the streets in open 
defiance of General Rousseau^s orders. The gun stores, during 
these disturbances, were thronged with streams of men, who, witb 
or without money, were furnished with arms and ammunition. 

In most parts of the State a systematic series of outrages, rob- 
beries and murders were committed on the loyal people with the 
avowed intention of intimidating, and thus forcing them to abstain 
from voting, and of driving out of the country the Republican 
leaders. Organized efibrts were set on foot to compel the laborers 
of the State to vote the Democratic ticket, under penalty of not 
obtaining employment, and even of being discharged from work in 
violation of existing contracts. Coloied men were threatened with 
death unless they^ would accept of what were termed "protection 
papers" setting forth that they were members of some Democratic 
club, and would wear Seymour and Blair badges. Boards of Regis- 
tration and Supervisors of Election were threatened repeatedly, in a 
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large number of parishes, with death, shot at, and by yarious lawless 
proceedings, either driven from their parishes or prevented from 
making a complete and fair registration. The advice of prominent 
and influential newspapers was inflammatory, and insidious, and 
calculated to aggravate, rather than assuage, the passions of the 
bad and tumultuous portions of the people. The civil authorities in 
many parishes seem to have been used only as additional machinery 
for the commission of further and worse outrages upon those whom 
it was their duty to protect. The committee arc informed that in 
some parishes a man could rot live twenty-four hours, who would 
attempt to prosecute parties guilty of these murders; that in others 
an affidavit would no sooner be made out against the guilty parties, 
than the officer himself, before whom it was made would send 
information of the facts to the accused parties, that they might 
escape. These outrages were not the work of rowdies and roughs ; 

their influential movers and backers were men called respectable 
and influential. 

There was a fixed predetermination on the part of a portion of the 
white people of this State to resist, by all means, fair or foul, the 
continuance of the State Government, based upon impartial suff'rage. 

Many property owners and business men encouraged them in this 
design. 

The brutality of the outrages which attended the carrying of these 
purposes into effect and the disposition to conceal and apologize for 
them, are only to be accounted for on the ground of barbarism. 
.The patience and forbearance of the colored people under these 
outrages is remarkable; that they did not spring from cowardice is 
shown by the devotion which they have manifested towards their 
friends, and the readiness with which they have exposed themselves 
in their defence. They manifested no desire to provoke disturbances, 
or to encroach upon the rights of others. A war of races is an impos- 
sibility. There has been slaughter of the negroes by the whites, 
but there has been nothing like war, simply because there must 
always be two parties to a fight. The heroism of this people as 
illustrated by many incidents recorded in this report, vindicates their 
claim to stand alongside of any free people. It must be observed, 
however, that by reason of continued outrages without protection, 
the colored people are beginning to lose confidence in the government. 

The charge of "negro riots'' was hypocritical; it was intended 
solely to arouse the passions of the base and turbulent, so as to 



tnake them ?eady instruments of designing political leaders. There 
never existed a more peaceablogand inoffensive population in any 
State than the colored people of this State. A negro uprising or 
riot, for a general onslaught upon the whites, was, to use the 
language of Macaulay, "no more to be apprehended than a rising 
of the women and children against the men." Leading Democrats 
pledged themselves to proscribe socially and in all business relations 
white and colored Eepublicans. In this connection it will be 
apposite to notice a circular issued by the Democratic Central Com- 
mittee. The following is an extract from this extraordinary political 
document: 

circular of the democratic central committee. 

Dear Sir— ********* 
and we would earnestly declare to our fellow citizens our opinion 
that even the most implacable and ill-disposed of the negro popula- 
tion, those who show the worst spirit towards the white people, are 
not half so much deserving our aversion and non-intercourse with 
them as the debased whites who encourage and aid them, and who 
become through their votes the office-holding oppressors of the people. 
Whatever of resentment you have, should be felt toward the latter 
and not against the colored men. But in no case should you permit 
this resentment to go further than to withdraw from them all coun- 
tenance, association and patronage, and thwart every effort they 
may make to maintain a business and social foothold among you. 
(Signed) THOS. L. MACON, 

President State Central Committee. 
J. E. AUSTIN, 
(Signed) A. B. BACON, 

THEO. F. THEINBMAN, 
J. H. HALSEY, 

Committee. 

The planters in East Feliciana parish formed an association whose 
objects and workings will be seen by the following copy of their 
regulations: 

Resolved, That we will not employ for the future any freedman 
who shall hereafter vote the Eadical ticket, nor will we rent lands, 
advance supplies, or assist in any manner any such persons. A 
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Certificate from the employers will bo necessary to show that any 
freedman has voted the Democra#c ticket, or has not voted at all. 

We will always give our preference to those who voted the Demo- 
cratic ticket and are members of the Democratic clubs. 

Besolved, That we will not patronize any professional man or trade 
with any merchant who does not bind himself to bo governed by the 
above regulations. 

The planters iu Rapides parish also resolved "hereafter not to 
rent, lease or give any portion of their lands to freedmen, reserving, 
however, the right to settle known conservative freedmen, who are 
to be under the eye and direction of the planters or landholders; 
also, that any planter or landholder among ns who is so unmindful 
of what is due to himself and the society in which he lives as to let 
out lands in opposition to the will of a large majority of our people 
as above expressed, deserves to l»e and will be branded as a puhlic 
enemy and treated accordingly.'^ 

In the parisli of Pointe Coupee, certain citizens addressed the 
following letter to C. Kohn, Esq., of this city, the owner of a 
a plantation in that parish, who proposed to rent it to certain parties. 
It smacks so strongly of the old slave customs, that even Democratic 
papers of this city have felt constrained to condemn it: 

WiTJ.TAMSrORT, PoiNTE CoUPEE, La., ) 

December 1, 1868. J 

Mb. C. Kohn-, Esq., 

New Orleans, La. : 

The citizens at large have had a meeting for the purpose of 
considering the condition of the labor of the country. We, therefore, 
as a committee of three, have been appointed to notify you, that you 
are about to rent your land known as the "White Place,-' situated 
on Bayou Latanache, to parties who are obnoxious to the community 
at large, viz, Tounoir & Co. We, therefore, as a committee ap- 
pointed for the purpose above mentioned, request that the land in 
question should not be so rented.- We find, from sad experience, 
that it is bad policy to rent land to the colored people where no 
white persons are on the place. It is, therefore, the wish of the 
community that no land should be so rented. You tcill, therefore, , 
take due notice and govern yourself accordingly. 

Yours with respect, 

F. M. YOIST, 

(Signed) H. W. COYLE, 

JAMES DENNIS* 



In Some of the less Enlightened portions of this State, political 
speeches to the negroes, provic^ they were on the Eepublican side, 
.were and are to this day termed ''incendiary.^' 

The only thing that has prevented us from experiencing more thaii 
the horrors of St. Bartholomew, has been the righteous fear which 
the leaders of these mobs and appeals to violence, have had of the 
impending judgment of the North and the length of the arm of 
Congress. 



THE MURDEES OF COLONEL POPE AND JUDGE CHASE. 

On October 17, 1868, Colonel Pope sheriif of St. Mary parish, and 
an ex-United States officer of high character, and Valentine Chase, 
parish judge, were publicly assassinated in the town of Franklin by 
a body of armed men. The particulars are given so far as they 
can now safely be published under the head of that parish. 

These were purely political murders. Their perpetrators roam at 
large, though well known to the officers and citizous of that parish. 
In this connection it is pertinent to state that the names of several 
parties who are acquainted with the names of the murderers, and the 
details of the murders are known to the committee. But under the 
solemn assurances of these gentlemen, that if they should disclose 
the facts, their lives would not be safe even in this city, and in 
compliance with their earnest appeals not to tfe compelled to 
jeopardize their safety, and that of their dependent families, the 
committee have not deemed it proper to insist at this time upon 
their testimony. Their names, however, will be given to the proper 
authorities at any time that a judicial investigation becomes possible. 

Your committee are informed that a Mr. John Hunt, of St. Mary 
parish, has been heard to boast that he knows all about these 
murders. It is proper here to state, that it is believed from the 
declarations of many parties, that the immediate cause of Colonel 
Pope's murder, was the rage of certain parties of that parish against 
him for his courage in replying to the circular of your committee 
which was issued to all parish and judicial officers, in accordance 
with yoTir orders. That the public may judge of the amount of pro- 
vocation deemed sufficient in St. Mary parish to justify murder, we 
here insert Colonel Pope's entire letter: 
2 
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Pkankldc, Parish of St. Mary, La., ) 
Septembers, 1868. J 



Committee on the lato electiou and condition of order in the State. 

Gentlemen — ^In reply to your request in a circular dated Septem- 
ber 1, wliich is just received, I have the honor to submit the follow- 
ing: 

**No murders in this parish have come to my knowledge, and but 
OAe case of personal violence being made, although threats have 
often been made. 

"One Ambrime, a claim agent, and his servant, colored, were 
taken from their boarding house in Jeanerett's by a band of armed 
men, at midnight in June last, blindfolded and carried to the timber 
where they were threatened with instant death unless they would 
promise to never step their foot into the town again. 

"This I received from the parties, and both are probably now in 
the city and will testify to the same. 

"The present condition of the parish is bad; there appears to be 
a settled determination on the part ol the leaders of the Democratic 
party in the parish to draw out by every means in their power all 
white persons who differ with them in politics. 

"This is not only expressed by their bearing, by the gross insults 
one receives daily on the streets, the misrepresentations and scur- 
rilous abuse by the parish paper, but by threats that come to our 
ears. 

"One way of carrying out their designs is to break up the club or- 
ganizations, so as to control the colored vote. This, so far, has not 
been a success, although the most strenuous efforts have been made. 
The gentleman that has furnished the room in which the club in 
Franklin has met the last few months, has received warning that 
his life and that of his wife, were placed in peril by persisting in 
that course, and if he did not desist, his property also would be 
burned to the ground. 

'^The gentleman in telling me that he could not furnish the room 
longer, said he would not care for their threats if he could only get 
justice, but he knew under the present condition of things that 
would be an impossibihty, as he already had experience. 

"In the meantime affairs are getting worse, the abuse that at first 
only received from a few is now getting general, so that it is impos- 
sible for myself, or any one known to sympatize with me, to stir out 
without being insulted." 
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Your committee are infoianed that there are parties, now in 
Franklin, parish St. Mary, who publicly justify the murders of 
Colonel Pope and Judge Chase, on the ground that they had vilified 
the people of that parish. 

We call especial attention to the following atrocious paragraph, 
referring to these murders, wnich appeared in the New Orleans 
Times of the twenty-fourth October, 1868: 

'*The homicide of certain persons who have been installed ex- 
clusively by the votes of the negroes and a few white strangers and 
outcasts, in highly responsible judicial offices in the country are due 
to the exasperation produced by a sj'^stem of oppression, v^rong, in- 
sult and spoliation, which were never exercised towards a brave and 
spirited people without producing like results." 



THE MASSACRE IN THE PARISH OF OKLEANS IN 

SEPTEMBEK AND OCTOBER, 1868. 

The excitement in the city of New Orleans first broke out into 
violence and bloodshed on the night of September 22, 1868. 

The testimony of A. P. Dumas, a respected and honored citizen 
and old resident, shows the spirit that was abroad, and the momentary 
danger in which all prominent Republicans stood . 

From this time until the last of October there was a continuous 
and high excitement. 

Bepublican processions were continually assaulted and fired into. 

The streets at night were patrolled by armed men who marauded, 
plundered and killed at will. 

Of the number thus clandestinely murdered no account can be 
obtained. 

Policemen were ambushed and shot while on duty. 

Private citizens were stabbed and assassinated. 

The gun shops were emptied of their arms and ammunition by 
crowds of men. 

Armed bands of desperadoes paraded in front of the residence of 
the General commanding the United States troops, and fired at de- 
fenseless men and women. 

Flags bearing the words "No Quarter " were borne at the head of 
these bands. 

Although during these disturbances it is incontestably established 
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that the atic^ks were exclusively by white Democrats upon Kepubli- 
cans, jet an attempt was made by a prominent citizen to ring a gen- 
eral alarm on the bells of the city, upon the hollow pretext of a 
"negro riot." It is now cleai* that such an act would have precipi- 
tated a general massacre of colored and white Republicans. It was 
only prevented by the coolness and firmness of the Superintendent 
of the ]iIetropolitan Police, Major Williamson. 

On October 24, another preconcerted and unprovoked assault was 
made upon a Grant and Colfax procession, in which a number were 
killed and wounded. 

Alter this the excitement was greatly intensified; Grant club rooms 
were broken open and sacked. 

The houses of prominent Rej)ublicans were visited and searched 
with the intention of killing them. 

The nightly murders and robberies increased; numbers were com- 
pelled to flee from their residences and remain concealed for weeks. 

Threats were openly made against the hves of citizens. 

The General commanding informed those coming to him for pro- 
tection that he could not afford it, and another United States General 
gave it as his opinion that the officer in command would be justified 
in " withdrawing his troops, as he would do in the face of a superior 
force." The rioters seemed to share in this opinion. 

The secret organization of the Knights of the White Camelia met 
and drilled with arms nightly, and it was their boast that at the 
looked for signal they could demolish the United States ti'oops in 
fifteen minutes. 

An armed mob besieged the office of the Superintendent of the 
Metropolitan Police and demanded its surrender. 

A colored man was tied up and shot at as a target till he was 
killed. 

Many of the Boards of Registration were attacked, their offices 
sacked and the registrars themselves compelled to suspend their 
work and to fly for their lives. Colored men were fired at from the 
street cars. 

A Senator speaking in the midst of these tumults and riots to 
their authors, termed them*' the brink of a volcano — one of the 
greatest political convulsions that the world has ever witnessed," 
evincing a comprehension of the true objects and extent of the dis- 
turbances which coincides remarkably with the views of your comr 
mittee. 
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The dead bodies of the murdered were shot and otherwise mangled. 

General Rousseau having received ample orders from Washington 
to preserve the peace, issued an order, dated October 28, forbidding 
all political processions. In defiance of this order Democratic clubs 
continued to march through the streets, and that very evening an 
armed mob filled one of the principal squares of the city and adja- 
cent streets. 

During this time, about the thii'tj^-fii'st of October, General Kous^ 
seau paid a visit to the "Innocent" club and made there an address, 
which wiU be found in another i^art of this report. 

The total number known to be killed diu'ing these massacres is 
sixty-three (63); a much larger number is estimated. 

Under this condition of things it is not strange that the Republi- 
cans in a mass refused to attend or to acknowledge the election as 
legal or binding, notwithstanding the assurances of the Democrats 
that they would be permitted so to do peaceably. 

A permission which depended upon the promise of the men who 
had scarcely left off slaughtering them was not reassuring; espe- 
cially was this the case "vyhen the commanding General of the United 
States troops could give them no higher guarantee of safety than 
the promise of theh* persecutors. 

They had been robbed of their registration certificates, and almost 
two-thirds of them had been prevented by violence from registering. 
The fraud was complete; all that its per^Detrators desired was, that 
now their plot having been successful, RepubHcans should appear to 
sanction it by accepting the protection promised. That their 
distrust of this promise was not ill-founded appears from the testi- 
mony of over fifty-three persons who presented themselves to vote 
on the day of election and were driven off by threats and violence. 

The result of the massacre was, that out of the thirty-six thou- 
sand registered Republican voters of the parish, only two hundred 
and seventy-six votes were polled. The work intended appears to 
have been well done. 
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THE MASSACRE IN ST. LANDRY PARISH ON THE 28TH 

OF SEPTEMBER, 1868. 

This massacre originated in a brutal assault, on account of political 
differences, upon the person of the editor of a Republictin newspaper 
and school teacher, by a company of three men. The colored people 
came promptly to the rescue of their friend, but were advised by biw^ 
and others to disperse peaceably; which they did. The cry of **negro 
riot'' was then suddenly raised, and circulated with the greatest in- 
dustry and rapidity, until the whole parish seemed to have been in a 
flame of excitement. It is to be carefully noted that this cry was 
raised as the result of the acts of the very parties who began the 
trouble, and before any acts of violence had been committed by the 
colored people. The rioters convened from different parts of the 
parish, armed and mounted, and began by disarming the colored 
people; and then the work of mui'der seems to have commenced. 
The printing office of the Republican newspaper was sacked, men 
were arrested, imprisoned and then taken from the jail and shot 
down in cold blood. The sheriff himself heads a gang and takes a 
black man to the woods to kill him. The murdered men were half 
buried, leaving their feet and arms exposed as a prey to the buz- 
zards. Bands of armed men traversed the parish from plantation to 
plantation, shooting the colored men. Some men were murdered to 
get possession of their small crops of cotton. One witness states 
that more than thirty colored men were taken at one time from under 
the guard of citizens who had captured them, and were then shot; 
people were called out of their houses at night and killed. 

During this time colored men were led in droves to the registration 
office, by white men, and after having registered, their certificates 
of registration were takefi from them by these white men. At the 
ensuing election these same colored men were driven to the polls 
and compelled to vote the Democratic ticket at the peril of their 
lives. The result of this species of electioneering was that the Dem- 
ocrats polled an almost imanimous vote in this parish where the Re- 
publican registered vote was over 3,000. This massacre lasted from 
three to six days; the total number killed was over two hundred. 
It is to be noted that during its whole progress, the only instance of 
the use of force by colored men was the firing by a party of them upon 
a band of armed white men, who had commanded them to lay down 
their arms and surrender. . There is no evidence that the blood of a 
single white man on the side of the murderers wa^ shed during th^ 
whole time. 
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It will throw mucii light upon this terrible slaughter, to read the 

avowed purposes and plans of the men who perpetrated it, as dis- 
closed six months before to General H. N. Frisbie, an ex-IJDited 
States officer. We here reprint that portion of his testimony which 
reveals the existence of a preconcerted plot to accomplish the control 
of tihe colored vote by these very means : 

"In the spring of 1868, I was speaking in the parishes of St. 
Mary, St. Landry and Lafayette, in behalf of the ticket headed by 
Judge Taliaferro and Dumas, but for the Constitution also. In my ' 
intercourse with the citizens of these parishes, I was informed by 
parties of their plans and purposes, in the conduct of this and future 
elections. Among other things, I was told of their contemplated 
frauds upon the ballot box in the then coming election, and the par- 
ticular manner in which said frauds were to be perpetrated; but 
what surprised me most was the general intention, as openly 
expressed to me by various parties in all of these parishes, to secure 
political control and predominance by any means and at any cost, 
even to the sacrificing of all the leaders of the Eepnblican party in 
those parishes; the only reason for not doing it then was the efiect 
it might have upon the public mind of the North, endangering the 
success they so ardently desired in the coming Presidential election, 
but that after that they would have control of the negroes at any 
cost, placing great emphasis upon these words, and looking very 
wise and knowing while speaking." 



THE MASSACRE IN BOSSIER PAEISH, SEPTEMBER 21, 1868. 

This wholesale murder originated by the act of a strange white 
man at Shady Grove firing, without provocation, at an old colored 
man who was sitting peaceably in his house. The colored men 
arrested the criminal, and were proceeding tojdeliver him over for 
trial to the civil authorities, when he was rescued by a band of 
white men. 

This man went oflF and brought back with him an armed crowd of 
one hundred white men, who commenced an indiscriminate slaughter 
of the colored people, women were killed while pleading for their 
husbands, men were butchered in their houses; and while quietly at 
work iu the fields a man was hung to a tree and left there for three 
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days; tninisters of the gospel were dragged out and beatefa, ana 
forced to promise not to preach again. A colored man was 
butchered in cold blood for the crime of being "too much of a 
radical" for his butchers; a bowie knife was plunged through his 
shoulder to his heart, till the blood spurted about his head, and he 
fell dead on his back. The colored men were then forced to kneel 
and look into his eyes, and he was left on the side of the road as a 
prey for buzzards. Two women were hung by the roadside with 
lariat ropes. 

As the rage for blood grew more intense, hundreds of white men, 
inflamed with liquor, assembled to prosecute the foul work still 
further. A United States Marshal came with some troops from 
Shreveporfc, and begged them to desist, offering to arrest all colored 
men against whom there might be charges, and turn them over to 
the parish authorities; but in the words of this officer, *Hhe white 
citizens of Bossier seemed determined to hunt the colored people in the 
swamps themselves j''^ and as the officer "well knew that they would 
shoot every colored man they found with arms," h(i withdrew and 
left them to prosecute their "negro hunt," at will. This massacre 
lasted for three or four days. The total killed was one hundred and 
sixty-two (162). Total otherwise outraged, seven (7). At the 
ensuing election the parish of Bossier gave one vote for "Grant and 
Colfax," out of nearly two thousand (2000) registered Eepublican 
voters. Their work was well done. 



THE MASSACRE IN OiiDDO PARISH ABOUT OCTOBER 

12, 1868. 

Particular attention is called to the cold blooded and unprovoked 
murder of Robert Gray and the non-action of the authorities in 
allowing the murderer to go unpunished; also to the fact that Re- 
publicans, white or black, live in Caddo only at the risk of their 
lives. The advice of Dr. Moore, of Shreveport, to the crowd, 
"Whenever they met a Radical nigger that would not give in, to 
shoot him down," may in law-abiding communities seem strange. 
Notice will also be taken of the terrible murder of five colored men, 
October 12, 1868, by Wm. Wright, Sam Wright and others, and of 
the fact that twenty-five or thu'ty dead bodies of colored people 
have floated down the river, past Shreveport, in the space of one 
month. 



tf he inurders and outrages practiced for some weeks previous to 
the late Presidential election "fully established the supremacy of the 
white race in this parish," as is shown by the fact that on the day of 
election colored men were forced to vote the Democratic ticket, with 
pistols pointed at their heads; and in only one single instance did a 
colored man vote the Republican ticket, and he — James Watson—^ 
was shot dead "simply because he voted for Grant and Colfax;^' 

Our report of forty-two killed and four maltreated in this parish 
during the month of October, 1868, probably falls short of the actual 
number. 

We append the vote of this parish in the last Presidential election i 

For Seymour and Blair 1385 votes. 

For Grant and Colfax 1 vote. 

The Republican registered vote in this parish is about three 
thousand* 



THE MASSACRE IN JEFFERSON PARISH OCTOBER 23, 1868. 

The evidence sets forth the details of the horrible outrages 
perpetrated in this parish from the twenty-third of October, 18G8, to 
the close of that month, during which time five (5) persons were 
killed, nine (9) were shot and thirty-three (33) otherwise maltreated. 
No provocation can be named as an excuse for such conduct. Bands 
of armed white men traversed portions of the parish, and under 
pretence of searching among the colored people for arms, committed 
murders and innumerable other outrages upon defenseless men, 
women and children. 

Men claimed to be authorized by the military to patrol the town 
of Gretna in that parish, and under color of this authority, numbers 
of them roamed from house to house, breaking open houses, robbing 
men, women and children of money, clothing, household wares, arms, 
registration papers, and other property, and maltreating, shooting 
and killing them, and threatening the colored people with wholesale 
massacre if they should vote the Republican ticket. 

In their robberies nothing seemed small enough to merit the 
disdain of these chivalric gentlemen. To steal fifty cent pieces and 
old women's spectacles from "niggers,'^ was not beneath the dignity 
of these champions of *'a white man^s goverment." 
3 
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^Me MASSACEH in saint BERNARD PARISH GCiOBER 

25, 1868. 

The details of tins massacre, whicli lasted for three days, are 
presented in the evidence. They show that it originated from an 
unprovoked attack upon the colored men by a Democratic procession; 
that respectable white men, planters and old citizens, were hunted, 
captured and exiled from the parish; and that bands of armed 
desperadoes patrolled the roads, shooting down colored men and 
committing monstrous outrages; an ex-United States soldier, who 
was a policeman, was killed without provocation. It was dangerous 
for a colored or white Republican to walk the street by day or night. 
The marauders (white men), thirty in number, sacked houses, 
robbed the people of money, movables, arms and registration 
papers; killed men and hacked them to pieces with bowie knives, 
and prevented the civil officers from performing their functions. 

These outrages were accompanied with threats, that "after the 
soldiers leave we will kiU every d — d Republican, white and black, 
in the parish." Large quantities of prepared cartridges with from 
nine to eighteen buckshot in each, were collected in and at the 
Millaudon plantation. The colored men were generally informed 
beforehand, that on the day on which the massacre commenced "fchey 
would have a chance to join the Democratic party; if they did they 
would be protected; if they did not they would be killed." Fillieu, 
the baker who was killed -by the colored men, had first fired at them 
from his house and had previously been one of the most violent and 
lawless oppressors of that people. 

The total number of killed during this massacre which were 
counted was thirty-eight (38). 

The number killed, of whom reliable information was received, 
was sixty-eight (68). 

It is probable that many men were killed in swamps and other 
secret places, whose number is known only to the murderers and to 
God. 



LETTER OF THE HON. A. R. FRANCOIS. 

This letter, found upon page 180, gives an interesting and detailed 
statement of the abuses practiced upon colored men in St. Martin 
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parish, and of tlie entire absence of protection by tke laws. The 
committee call especial attention to the state of affairs in this parish, 
and particularly to tlie sufferings of the colored people. 



THE RESIDENTIAL ELECTION. 

In the parishes of Orleans, Avoyelles, East Baton llonge, Bienville, 
Bossier, Caddo, Calcasieu, Caldwell, Catahoula, Claiborne, DeSoto, 
East Feliciana, Franklin, Jackson, Jefferson, Lafayette, Morehouse, 
Sabine, St. Bernard, St. Helena, St. Landry, St Martin, St. Tammany, 
Union, Vermilion, and Washington, the election was simply a sham 
and a nullity. 

No single essential of an election,- except certain forms was com- 
plied with. A so-called election, v/hic!i is accompanied by general 
fraud, bribery, violence, intimidation and coercion, that cannot be 
prevented or punished by the civil law, is no election. 

The registration, under our recent law, is a preliminary part of the 
election. It is as essential to a real election that the registration 
should be free, fair and easy of access in order that it may be a full 
record of all tlie legally qualified electors who wish to register, as 
that the polls and ballot boxes on the day of election should be free 
from the pernicious influences above referred to. 

The spirit evinced at this election has oijy been a continuation of 
that manifested at the spring elections. 

In all the parishes al)ove named, during registration, fraud, bribery, 
intimidation, mobs, and murders were perpetrated with the avowed 
object of either forcing Republicans to vote the Democratic ticket, 
or to refrain from voting at all. In portions of them these outrages 
were suspended a few days before the election; but in most of them 
they continued up to, and after the election, and in many of them 
have not ceased to this day. Even in New Orleans the pretence of 
quiet on the day of election was not successfully kept up. In the 
parish of Orleans, particular attention is called to the evidence with 
regard to the riots during registration, and especially to a statement 
of a United States officer, who was an eye witness of some of them. 

In this parish fraudulent naturalization papers were issued by 
thousands. It is even said that some judges so far forgot the law 
as t<) allow their clerks to issue them when not in open court. 
There is no doubt that a large majority of the legally qualified voters 
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of this State at the late election, were id favor of Gifant and Colfax 
and the Republican ticket, and that if all those who were legally 
entitled to register and vote had been permitted to do so, the actual 
vote polled would have been Republican by a greater majority than 
at the spring election. In this estimate the committee have had 
regard to the notorious fact that thousands of whites in this State 
who voted for Seymour and Blair, secretly desired the election of 
Grant and Colfax. These voters, if no proscription or intimidation 
had been used, would have voted in accordance with their sympathies. 

The studied design of that portion of the Southern Democrats, 
who counseled and aided these outrages, as shown by concurrent 
testimony from widely separated parts of the State, was to frighten 
and starve the colored people into voting with them, or to prevent 
them from voting at all, and^ to banish or murder such white meni 
and intelligent leading colored men, as had dared to actively 
advocate Republican principles. 

The recognized leaders of the Democrats could, at any time, have 
caused the murders and mobs to cease. The proof of this is, that at 
a word from these men, and from the public press, that peace was 
desirable on the day of election, the mobs, murdering, sacking and 
violence in the city of New Orleans suddenly ceased. 

We also quote General Rousseau's opinion on this point from his 
report to General Gcant: "The Democratic clubs pledged themselves 
to aid in securing to every registered voter the right to cast his 
vote; and then I had no fear thai any man would he molested in voting 
on the day of election,'^ 

Members of the State Senate indulged in threats, that the people 
would not submit to certain laws. In the Senate, Monday, August 
24, Mr. Jewell made use of the following language in debate on 
Senate bill number one hundred and forty-two, which was an act 
intended to prevent laborers from being discharged in violation of 
existing contracts, for political reasons: "Are we to be governed 
and controlled in our domestic afil^irs ? Is the sanctity of homes to 
be infringed upon ? Sir, if senators will persist in the passage of a 
bill of this kind, and others of a kindred nature which I have heard 
proposed, I sir, as a senator, as a citizen of Louisiana, will take the 
stump, and I will advise the people to resist all such laws even at 
the point of the bayonet" 

The Democrats at first invited the colored men to join their clubs, 
assuring them that they were their natural protectors, and would 



guarantee tlieiu all theii- rights mote effoctiiall^ tliau the Kqiub- 
licans. Tlieir atteiajit to iiiTeigle tlie colored men to vote against 
Grant imd Culiiir. signally failed. Tlinn tiiey toniod back to their 
original prugrftmme, and the bloody history of September ttnil Oc 
tober foUoweil. Many pariwhes were in a state of anarchy; no civil 
law wftH, or could be enforced within their limits, and thou- so-called 
elections woro but the proceedings of vigilance committees. 

The degree of violence wnd intimiJatioit which prevailed hi cej'. 
tain parishes cannot be better illosti'atcd than by the fact that in 
some Republieans were entii'ely, and in others abnost entirely pre- 
vented from voting. It lias been incoiTectly asserted that this was 
■' because leading Republicans advised them not to vote," whereas, 
it was notorious that the Bepnblican State Campaign Committee, 
the only body in gession and authorized to speak for the Repablican 
party, published on October 31, and every day thereafter, until 
after tJie election, an address to voters, in whieh occurs the follow- 
ing paragraph, " Therefore the committee calls upon all Republicans 
to do Iheir duty manfully; it nrgcs them not to he iutiniidated, nut 
to yield to threats of violence, but to go peaceably to the polls on 
election day, and vote as their consciences shall dictate. This coin- 
miltce ia satisfied that with a peaceable and fair election, onr major- 
ity in this fitatc will be more than twenty thouaand." Terrorism 
prevented voting; not a preconcerted policy. 

In this connection your committee ask attention to the following 
correspondence. It will be seen that the Governor of the State 
evinced a prompt and thoi-ough comprehension of the real state of 
iiffah-a; that he made ase of all the means in his powei" tor the 
preservation of peace, and that these means were very Uiuited. 
Deprived by law of the sword of the State, he was diivcn for a hriot 
period dm-ing the prevailing anarchy and defiance of the civil law, 
to a dependence upon the sword of the United States, to i-epwss 
the tnrbolent, to prevent imminent revolution, rnid tn atop wholesale 
masaacro. Had tliat sword been in hands moi'o fricn{Uy to the 
t'xbting government and leas in sympathy with the malcontents, we 
believe much bloodshed and mischief might have boon prevented. 

That Uio Chief Execative of the i^tate discharged his whole duty, 
during these perilous times, with emuicnt courage, fidelity and 
wisdom, will not be denied, 
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LETTER OF GOVERNOR WARMOTII TO SENATOR KELLOGG. 



State ov Louisiana, Exfx'L'tivk Dep.uitmext 
New Oiieans, December 20, 1808 



VI EXT, ) 

)8. ) 



Hon. Willi VM P. Kkllogj;, C^uited Stalos St'iiJi(<\ Wiishiuj^toii, D. C: 

My Dear Sm — In reply to your letter of recent date, I have to 
say, that the perirenal relations between myself and General 
Eousseau have been pleasant and coTuieous. He consulted with me 
freely, and songht my advice as to the best means of preserving the 
peace during the late troubles. "\Vc dillercd widely as to many of 
the means employed for that piu'pose. In my first inteniew mth 
him, I directed his attention to the fact that Congi*ess had, by the 
act of March 2, 18G7, stripped the State Government of the power 
to organize militia, its reserve force in the event of forcible resistance 
to its authority. I mformed him of the existence of secret aimed 
societies; the object of which was to overturn the State Government 
and disfranchise the colored people, and that I should rely upon him> 
as the representative of the forces of the United States, whose laws 
he was here to maintain, and through which the government I ad- 
ministered was ostabhshed, to repress violence and insiu'e peace and 
tranquilhty. He rephed that he would, as far it lay in his power, 
use every effort to accomphsh the objects indicated. I did not find 
General Buchanan, General Rousseau's subordinate, and in the im- 
mediate command of the troops in this State, apparently as cordial 
or so much disposed to act in harmony with the civil authorities. 
At an interview between General Eousseau, General Buchanan, 
General Hatch and myself, I became satisfied that the State had no 
friend in General Buchanan-, and that but little reliance was to be 
placed in his active co-operation. He was severe in his criticisms, 
and seemed to sympathize with the hostihty entertained by the 
enemies of the Government, to the MetropoHtan PoHce Department, 
and suggested as a necessity that the old rebel force bo restored. 
Our interview terminated without any satisfactory understanding. 
Subsequently General Rousseau ordered all the troops into the city, 
with the exception of General Mower's Regiment, the Thu-ty-ninth Li- 
fantry. I urged him to bring this regiment from Ship Island and sta* 
tion it also in the city and adjoining parishes. I told him that the 
turbulent elements boasted that the troo^DS about the city (all 
white) would not fire upon them, and that the moral effect of a 
black regiment in the city, would be worth a brigade of white troops. 
To this request General Rousseau at first assented, but afterwards, 
to my surprise, replied that the effect of such a movement would be 
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to incense the people all the more, and that a collision could not od 
avoided, and that when once begun the colored troops could not be 
relied on, and even if they' could, the whole force would not be suf- 
ficient to withstand the onslaught of the armed citizens. To these 
views I entirely dissented. I informed General Kousseau on the 
eighteenth day of October, that I had some days previously written a 
private letter to the Secretary of War, on the subject of the impending 
troubles, and predicting that unless more troops were sent to the State 
there could be no hope of a peaceable election, but upon the contrary, 
1 feared bloodshed. To prevent which I had requested that two (2) 
additional regiments be sent to the State. General Kousseau said 
he was glad I had done so, and that he would telegraph immediately 
to the Secretary himself, and afterwards showed me the Secretary's 
reply, which was to the effect that General Gillem, of Mississippi, 
had been instructed to forward all of his available troops at once, 
and that it was the best that the Government could do. 

After four days of intense excitement, resulting from the troubles 
in Jefferson parish, where armed bands of men were shooting 
negroes or driving them to the swamps, having driven the police 
force away from Gretna, in the face of a company of United States 
Infantry, sent to aid them in maintaining order; when the people of 
St Bernard parish were in a state of civil war, and when the streets 
of New Orleans were filled with armed bands of white men, also 
killing negroes and bidding defiance to the police and laws of the 
State, I determined to throw the responsibility of preserving order 
upon the representative of the General Government, which had 
stripped me, by the act of March 2, of the power to organize a force 
for that purpose. On the twenty-sixth October, I addressed the 
following letter to General Kousseau: 

Major General L. H. Rousseau, Commanding Department of Louisiana: 

General — The evidence is conclusive that the civil authorities in 
the parishes of Orleans, Jefferson and St. Bernard are unable to 
preserve order and protect the lives and property of the people. 

The act of Congress prohibiting the organization of militia in this 
State, strips me of all power to sustain them in the discharge of 
their duties, and I am compelled to appeal to you to take charge of 
the peace of these parishes and use your forces to that end. 

If you respond favorably to my request, I will at once order the 
sheriffs and police forces to report to you for orders. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) H. C. WAKMOTH, 

Governor of Louisiana. 



In doing this, 1 had no purpose of avoiding responsibility, but t 
was determined that no question of authority should be raised by 
the military commandant. General Rousseau telegraphed my letter 
to the Secretary of War, endorsing what I stated, and received the 
following reply: 

War' Department, ) 

Washington, October 26, 1868. j 

Brevet Major Gteneral L. H. Eousseau, 

Commanding Department of Louisiarfti, Now Orleans: 

Your dispatch of the twenty-sixth, forwarding a message from the 
Governor of Louisiana and asking instructions, has been received. 
You are authorized and expected to take such action as may be neces- 
sary to preserve the peace and good order, and to protect the lives 
and property of citizens. 

(Signed) J. M. SCHOPIELD, 

Secretary of War. 

It was then the duty of General Rousseau to have issued his 
proclamation, enjoining such regulations as might have been neces- 
sary to preserve the peac6 and enforce it with his troops. 

This was my advice to him, but he believed he could accomplish 
more by diplomacy than by force, and did not issue any proclamation 
until the night of the twenty-eighth October. In the meantime armed 
white men patrolled the streets night and day, sacking Republican 
club rooms, the residences of Union citizens, churches and school 
houses. During the week preceding the election, over sixteen 
persons were killed in New Orleans. On the night of the twenty* 
eighth of October, General Rousseau issued the following: 



Headquarters Department op Louisiana, 
(States of Louisiana and Arkansas,) 
New Orleans, La., October 28, 1868 
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To the People of Kew Orleans: 

Fellow Cftizens — I have received instructions from the authorities 
at Washington to take such action as may be necessary to presei've 
peace and good order and to protect the lives and property of 
citizens. As the city is quiet to-day, I think it a propey time to 
make the above announcement, and to call upon all law-abiding 
citizens to aid me hereafter in carrying out these instructions, and 
to that end they are earnestly requested to refrain from assembling 
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in largo bodies oii the eti-eeta, to avoid exciting conrersation and 
other causes of irritation and excitement, and to purane their ordi- 
nary vocations as nsaoL The pohoe force of the city has betiD r6~m 
organized and inefficient members have been di'opped from tlie ruUo^ 
and others axipoiiited iu their pla^ea; and CreneralJ. B. Steedman is < 
appointed Chief of Police, pro tempore, by the Boai-il of Policu 
Comniissionere. General Steedman aad his police force will be snp' 
ported by tbe military, and assurance ie given alike to the peaceful 
and the lawless that everything at my command and to tbe utmost 
of my ability will be used in the endeavor to obey these instructions. 

For tlie present, political proceaaioua and patrolling the streets by 
armed men are prohibited. ^ 

(Signed) LOTELL H. ROUSSEAU, ^ 

Brevet Major (jeiieral, U. S. A., Commanding Department, 

In the face of this order. Democratic clubs did have processions, 
and ai-med bands continued theii- violence up to the day of election. 
The week preceding the election was one of intense excitement — 
the whole city was tilled with alarm. My paiior was constantly filled 
with men who brought repoi'ts of outrages upon their persons and. 
property. A constant stream of men ran from the gun stores o(^ 
the city with arms and ammunition, and every evidence of genertUij 
tumult and rioting whs appiu'ent. During this time I was in daily . 
communication with the commanding General, who expressed gieat 
concern, and luniented the uioagro force at his disposal. It was so 
smoH that General Biu^bauan stated, in General Rousseau's presence, 
that he (General It.) would bo as much ju&tiGod in I'etuing witli 
hia troops an he would before an onemyof supeiior force. Such was 
the condition of afVuir.'i in the adjoining parishes of St. Bemai'd, Or- 
leans and Jeflfiraou for the ds days preceding the election; while 
for vxeks pTOvious a state of lawlosimoss existed iu more than half 
the {)ariahea of this State, affecting the security of every citlaen. 

Tou ask me iho cause of all this troubl*;. The answer is to he 
found in the deep-seated animotaty of th^ rebel element of thitt State, 
unwhipt of justiire and turned loose by j\ndrew Johnson upon the 
country without a i-ehnke, and allowed to resist by force the govern- 
ment established through CongresBional law by the people of this 
State; in the contumacy of the old roliiig aristocracy, who believe 
they were born to govern, without question, not only their slaves, 
but the moesea of the white people; in the lack of sufficient physical 
iona'to pmoab rioterp and protect th« honest cltiieu in his hfe and 



iJ6 

t)J*op6riy) and in tko wanton neglect of duty by the President in not 
fiimishing, upon the application of the Legislature, made on the 
fir^t of August, even if he had been compelled to call out the militia 
of the several States, with sufficient force to preserve the peace- 
You ask me if I advised Eepublicans not to go to the polls and vote? 
To this I reply that I had no authority whatever to act for the party; 
I was constantly engaged in my official duties, and left to the 
respective executive committees the conduct of the campaign. I 
was, however, consulted by the chaiiman of the Repubhcan State 
Committee, who showed me a circular imploring the Republicans to 
stand firm and go to the polls on the day of the election and vote. 
This circular I approved, acted upon the advice contained in it, and 
voted for Grant and Colfax, although I felt assured that the election 
would be throughout the State a farce or a tragedy. 

Such, indeed, was the fact, as the following figures are uncontro- 
vertible evidence. The election for the ratification of the Constitu- 
tion took place not quite six months prior to the Presidential elec- 
tion. As you know there were forty-eight parishes in the State, 
seven of which, De Soto, Lafayette, St. Landry, Vermilion, Frank- 
lin, Jackson and "Washington, gave four thousand seven hundred 
and four (4704) votes for the Constitution, but did not cast a single 
vote for General Grant. Eight other parishes, to wit — Bienville, 
Bossier, Claiborne, Caddo, Morehouse, Union, St. Bernard and 
Sabine, gave five thousand five hundred and twenty (5520) votes 
for the Constitution, but cast only ten votes for General Grant. 
Twenty-one parishes, casting for the ratification of the new Consti- 
tution twenty-six thousand eight hundred and fourteen (26,814) 
gave General Grant only five hundred and one (501) votes, and the 
whole State polling for the Constitution in April, sixty-one thousand 
one hundred andfifly-two (61,152) votes, or a majority of seventeen 
thousand four hundred and thirteen (17,413) gave General Grant in 
November only thkty-four thousand eight hundred and fifty-nine 
(34,859) votes. 

It is impossible for me to give hi the limits of a letter all of the 
facts in relation to the late election in this State. A committee 
should be appointed by Congress to investigate the whole affiiir, 
upon whose report should depend the count of this State in the 
electoral college and the admission of the Representatives' elect to 
seats in Congress. 

In conclusion, I assert that the late election did not elicit the 
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honest will of the people, and that the result was attained by the 
most shameless resort to murder, assassination, tumult and i itirai- 
dation, not to speak of proscription, that was ever knoAvu in this 
country, and that to allow it to go as the expressed will of the 
people would be an outrage upon republican institutions an I ruinous 
to good government here for years to come. 

Very respectfully, 

H. C. WARMOTH, 

Governor of Louisiana. 



GENERAL BUCHANAN'S LETTER TO SENATOR KELLOGG. 

Headquarters District of Louisiana, ) 
New Orleans, Louisiana, January 15, 1869. f 

Hou. Wii.TjAM P. Kellogg, United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir — In a printed letter of the date of December 10, 1868, 
addressed to you by Goverpor Warmoth, two passages relative to 
myself occur, which I cannot allow to go unnoticed without having 
my motives and conduct, during the November elections, entirely 
misconstrued. The Governor says that "at an interview between 
General Rousseau, General Buchanan, General Hatch and myself, I 
became satisfied that the State had no friend in General Buchanan, 
and that but little reliance was to be put in his active co-operation. 
He was severe in his criticisms, and seemed to sympathize with the 
hostility entertained by the enemies of the Government to the. 
Metropolitan Police Department, and suggested, as a necessity, that 
the old rebel force be restored. Our interview terminated without 
any satisfactory understanding.^' The assertion that I was not a 
friend of the State would be cruel if it were not well known to 
yourself, sir, to be absurd. No one is more fully aware than 
Governor Warmoth that to myself and the prompt measures taken by 
me, on the day after the assembling of- the Legislature, was due on 
that and several days following the preservation of the lives of 
himself and all the prominent members of the Republican party in 
the Legislature and of the new State government. Does he call this 
hostility to the State? As to the "criticisms" referred to, he has 
forgotten to state that they were made by me as a soldier and not 
(is a politician. A few days beforo tho election the Legislature hacj 
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created a Metropolitan Police Board, with a view to the appointment 
of a police force to supersede the old force under the control of the 
Mayor of the city and Chief of Police. The appointment of the 
members of the new force created intense excitement throughout the 
city, and at the time refered to, very seriously threatened its peace. 
The constitutionality of the law was questioned, and hence resistance 
to it was openly advocated. The members of the metropolitan force 
became utterly demoralized. The Governor became alarmed, and 
when at that interview I was consulted as to my views, I expressed 
the opinion, as a military man, that the change of the force at that 
juncture was unwise and injudicious, as it was similar in its effects 
to changing the forces of a general at the moment when he expected 
to fight a battle, and therefore thought it better to continue ihe old 
force on duty until after the election. I had used that force to 
keep the peace during the April election, and the peace had been 
preserved. Its chief had been appointed by General Sheridan, and 
its members generally by Mayor Heath himself, an appointee of the 
same General, and hence the idea of calling it a disloyal force struck 
me as no^ only improper, but at absolute variance with probability. 
All this was known to the Governor, and yet he has thought proper 
to risk his reputation for veracity by so unnecessary and unwarranted 
an attack upon one whose authority he well knew to be subordinate 
to that of the Department Commander, and withal he finds himself 
compelled to assail, not my acts, but what he is pleased to consider 
my motives, and this, too, in the very face of the acts themselves. 
And what were my acts ? When called on for troops to protect the 
citizens of Gretna, I sent a company over at once. When informed 
that the ferry-boats were taking men over to that point to create a 
riot, I stopped the boats from running until they were released by 
higher authority. When informed that large parties from the city 
were about to proceed to St. Bernard in three steamboats with a 
view of keeping up the war of races then going on in that parish, 
I sent a force down to the landing and prevented the movement. 
Was all this hostility to the State Government? I think not. I 
hope not. It certainly was not so intended. My fault, I think, 
consists in this: Congress has passed certain laws, and I have 
executed them, without consulting any one, exactly in accordance 
with what I believed to be their intent and meaning, as a soldier and 
not as a politician. This I have done conscientiously, and this I 
shall do as long as I hold a commission. 

The next passage in the Governor's letter to which I refer is as 
follows: "It was so small that General Buchanan stated in General 
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Eousseau's presence that he (General Rousseau) would be as much 
justified in retiring with his troops as he would before an enemy of 
superior force.'* This passage relates to the number of troops at the 
General's disposal in the city during the election excitement. The 
inference from it plainly is that General Rousseau lold the Governor 
of this alleged statement of mine. Unfortunately for the cause of 
truth the lamented General has passed from among us, but I know 
what he would have said, and I therefore unhesitatingly deny that 
he ever made such a statement to Governor Warmoth, for the simple 
reason that it ivould not have been true, 
I am, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

ROBERT C. BUCHANAN, 
Brevet Major General United States Army, Commanding. 



SECOND LETTER OF GOVERNOR WARMOTH TO SENA- 
TOR KELLOGG. 



State of Loulsiana, Executive Department. 
New Orleans, January 26, 1869. 
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Honorable W. P. Kkli ogg, .United States Senate, 

Washington, District of Columbia : 

My Dear Sir — In the city papers I see a letter addressed to you 
by Brevet Major General R. C. Buchanan, in reply to mine of the 
tenth of December. 

The General, as evidence of his friendship for the State, says that 
he sent troops to Gretna "to protect the citizens," "and when in- 
formed that the ferry-boats were taking men over to that point to 
create a riot, I stopped them until released by higher authority.'* 
That " when informed that large parties from the city were about to 
proceed to St. Bernard in three steamboats, with a view of keeping 
up the war of races then going on in that parish, I sent a force to 
the landing and prevented the movement." He thus claims the 
credit of doing what I know General Rousseau ordered him to do. 
But giving him credit for these acts, how did he execute these or- 
ders? He stopped the boats and sent troops to the scenes of riot, 
and to what ho is pleased to call a "war of races.'* But did he 
disperse the mobs? Did he disarm the rioters? Or did he allow 
these bands of armed men ta run riot throughout these localities. 
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without firing a gun or attempting to disarm them? Did not the 
company he sent to Gretna stand with arms stacked and see the 
mob drive the detachment of police out of the town and across the 
river ? The evidence is clear and uncontrovertible, that over thirty 
negroes were killed in the parishes of Jefferson, Orleans and Si 
Bernard, and there is not a single instance where one of these mobs 
was dispersed or a man disarmed, or a gun fired by United States 
troops. As further evidence he says: "To the prompt measures 
taken by me on the day after the assembhng of the Legislature 
was due, on this and several days following, the preservation of the 
lives of himself (myself) and all of the prominent members of the 
Eepublican party in the Legislature and of the State government.'* 
Is this true ? Why, then, has he never revealed this information to 
the President and the General of the army. In my letter to the 
President of August 1, 1868, I wrote as follows: 

"It has now transpired that the mob which threatened the Legis- 
lature some weeks since, was only prevented from re-enacting the 
scenes of the thirtieth of July, 1866, by the presence of the United 
States troops. It was the deliberate intention of this secret organ- 
ization to assassinate the Lieutenant Governor and Speaker of the 
House of Eepresentatiyes for having decided questions preliminary 
to the organization of the General Assembly, in a manner obnoxious 
to them." 

If General Buchanan had been the friend of the State, the ques- 
tioning of which he denounces as " cruel, if it were not absurd," he 
would have supported my application and that of the Legislature to 
the President for more troops, with which to maintain the govern- 
ment of the State and enforce its authority which, at that time, was 
openly resisted. 

His carping and censorious criticisms were none the less severe 
and offensive, and gave quite as much encouragement to the leaders 
of the Democratic mob, although "made as a soldier and not as a 
politician." He was nowhere constituted by law the censor of the 
civil government, or the administration of the new police, which, he 
says, was created " a few days before the election," but which, in 
fact, was created nearly four months before the election. He was 
here to use his troops to sustain the civil authority constituted, as it 
was and not as he desired it to be, the constitutionality of which, 
he says, "was questioned and resistance openly advocated;" (he 
failed to state, and openly made with shot-guns and Winchester 
rifles) which it was his duty to have suppressed 
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e says that to call the police force which he had used during thd 
April elections, when the peace had been preserved, " disloyal struck 
me as not only improper, but at absolute variance with probability. 
That the Chief of Police was appointed by General Sheridan, and its 

members generally by Mayor Heath, himself an appointee of the 
same General/' I did not speak of the police force as " disloyal." 
I used the term " old rebel force,'' meaning the very men that con- 
stituted his police in April, most of whom — officers and men: — ap- 
pointed by John T. Monroe, were participants in the massacres of 
the thirtieth of July, 1866, and who, from some unaccouhtable rea. 
son, Mayor Heath retained. 

He says again, "My fault, I imagine, consists in this: Congress 
has passed certain laws, and I have executed them without consult- 
ing any one — exactly in accordance with what I believed to be their 
intent and meaning, as a soldier and not as a politician." One 
thing is true ; he never consulted with any Republican as to the exe- 
cution of the reconstruction acts. But if the history of his admin- 
istration will not show that he was in daily communication with the 
enemies of the object and purpose of those laws, public opinion is 
sadly in fault, and should be set right. 

I would not have given any attention to General Buchanan's letter, 
notwithstanding the many false positions assumed by him in it, were 
it not that he raised, in the following extract, a question of veracity 
with me: 

"The next passage in the Governor's letter to which I refer is as 
follows: 'It was so small that General Buchanan stated in General 
Rousseau's presence that he (General Rousseau) would be as much 
justified in retiring with his troops as he would before an enemy of 
superior force.' This passage relates to the number of troops at 
the General's disposal in the city during the election excitement. 
The inference from it plainly is, that General Rousseau told the 
Governor of this alleged statement of mine. Unfortunately for the 
cause of truth the lamented General has passed from among us, but 
I know what he would have said, and /, therefore^ unhesitatingly 
deny that he evei* made such a statement to Governor Wamioth, for the 
Himple reason that it would not have been true" 

Fortunately, for the cause of truth, all of the witnesses present 
on that occasion have not "passed from among us." The following 
telegram from General J. R. West, Deputy United States Marshal, 
and late of the United States Array, will tell its own story: , 
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Washington, D. C, January 23, 1869. 
To Governor H. C. Wabmoth: 

I have your telegram of to-day, inquiring whether General Bucba- 
nan stated in my presence and that of General Rousseau, during onr 
troubles, or immediately preceding the election, that he (General 
Rousseau) would be as much justified in retiring with his troops as 
he would before an enemy of superior force. I reply that General 
Buchanan did address that precise language to me, and that Gen- 
eral Rousseau was present. This occurred at an interview between 
Generals Rousseau and Buchanan and myself, about one week before 
the election, and subsequent to your having sought the intervention 
of the military authorities to preserve the peace. General Rousseau 
stated that his forces were so meagre as to put it out of his power 
to suppress by force the prevailing outrages, and that if he came into 
collision with the populace he could only expect to sustain himself, 
but would be unable to quell any outbreak of violence. To this 
view General Buchanan assented and then made the remark about 
retiring, which you have quoted. Both of these oflBcers manifested 
much anxiety about the critical position of affairs, and their expres* 
sions to me were to my mind at the time the conclusions at which 
they had arrived as to the best method of preserving the peace, and 
that the small number of troops at their disposal was such as to 
make coercion not only a doubtful, but fatal proceeding. No person 
of cool judgment, knowing the facts, would at that time have dis- 
sented from their views. The conversation was caused by my visit- 
ing General Rousseau to inquire whether he had called upon the ex- 
Union soldiers then in the city to organize and co-operate with hini. 
He said that he had not done so — that it would be folly to do it, and 
that he knew of no means of preserving the peace, but through his 
personal influence with the citizens; to all of this General Buchanan 
assented, and I am satisfied that when the occasion is recalled to his 
mind he will remember his remark. On the evening of the same 
day I told you of the purport of the interview, and repeated the 
remark of General Rousseau, that he had but four hundred and fifty 
men, and General Buchanan^s opinion that General Rousseau would 
be justified in retiring. J. R. WEST. 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

H. C. WARMOTH. 



Our conclusion, therefore, is that the so-called Election in parishetj 
which were in a state of anarchy was no election, and that the so- 
called returns from those parishes are null and void, and should not 
be counted; they do not express the free, unrestrained choice of the 
people, but are merely the registry of the dictates of armed mobs and 
biuto force. 

In three parishes a degi'eo of order was maintained, and in twenty 
parishes the election was held according to the letter and spirit of 
the law. It is our opinion that the vote in these parishes should be 
considered, and should decide the vote of the State. Any other 
course would be virtually disfranchisiDg the good and law-abiding 
citizens, not for any acts of their own, but because of the acts of 
their lawless and guilty persecutors. It is ^ recognized principle of 
law that the wrong-doer shall not, imder cover of the law, derive bene- 
fit from his own wicked acts; and next to a successful result of the 
late election, the greatest triumph of the bad men who have dis- 
graced our Stato will bo to pi'ofit by the fruits of their own In-^^loias- 
ness, and to be allowed future opportunities to repeat their intimida^ 
tions, violence and murders. The fi*anchise of suffrage is the dearest 
privilege of American citizens, and surelythe good citizens of a peace- 
able locaKty cannot justly be deprived of the legitimate effects of the 
proper exercise of this power because they chance to be in the same 
neighborhood or State with locahties controlled by desperadoes or 
highwaymen. The case is analogous to what it would have been if 
the election had been wholly ignored in about one-half of the parishes 
of the State, and held lairly in due foim in the remaining parishes, 
and if citizens and localities can voluntarily disfranchise themselves 
temporarily by staying away from the polls without malice prepense, 
how much more justly may they do so by infraction of the whole 
letter and spirit of the law by which the election was ordered and 
under whidb it was held. As in the former case, the vote cast in 
locahties where the election was lawfully held, would unquestionably 
have been legal and binding; so it is evident that the same rule should 
be followed in estimating the result of the late election* 

In the opinion of your committee the General Assembly should 
memoralize Congi'ess of the facts respecting the last election, and 
in the name of the State of Louisiana protest against the counting 
of the pretended electoral vote of the State, cast by those persons 
who assumed to act as the Presidential electors of ihe State, and 
request thftt it be excluded from the canvass as fraudulent ami nulj. 
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Ifoar oommittoe renommend that ttd Greneral Assembly reqtlest 
those electors, who received the highest number of votes in the 
parishes where a peaceable and fair election was held, to assemble 
and cast the electoral voto o( the State and transmit the same in the 
manner prescribed by law. 

Congress should also be requested to admit the Representatives to 
Congress who were duly elected by the votes of the peaceable 
parishes, excluding the votes of those in which there was no peacea** 
ble or lawful election. 

Through the courtesy of William Baker, Esq., Chairman of the 
Board of Registration, the committee have been furnished in advance 
with the following tabular statement of the registry and the actual 
vote in the before mentioned parishes. The examination of this 
statement will confirm most strongly the other evidence in regard to 
ttie nullity of the election in these parishes: 
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8.91125,233 30,544 



Deduct Kepublican, colored (30,544), from number registered, the 
remainder will show abont the number ol Democratic votes when 
there is a full registration and a free election, which would give the 
Bepablicans in those parishes a majority of not lees than 13,000, 



GENERAL ROUSSEAU. 

The committee invite especial attention to the evidence with 
regard to the adminifltration of this officer. That which appears in 



this report has been obtained inoidentAlly. They have uot aoug^ 
to find any matter of criticism upon his official coiidurt, but the 
duty assigned to them cannot be faithfully performed without re- 
ferring to such parts of it as are connected with the history of the 
past two months. They do this by simply stating facts of record, 
leaving the conclusions that may be justly drawn therefrora to your 
honorable body. 

Elections have been held in this State under the protection of 
three successive militaiy commanders, Generals Sheridan, Bachanan 
and Eousseau; under the first there was no disturbance or violence 
at the elections worthy of notice; under the second there was much 
more, the record of which will be found in the former reports of 
your committee; under the third there were more murders com- 
mitted than during all the preceding administrations since the sur- 
render. This statement we believe the reports of Major Greneral 
Hatch, of the Freedmen's Bureau, and the evidence given before 
this committee, will fully establish. 

We have no knowledge of the number of troops under the com- 
mand of each of these Generals in this State, but we believe that 
from the time of the general withdrawal of all troops, except such 
as were needed for police purposes, the difference in the number of 
troops under the control of each was not great. It is due to os^idor 
and truth to state that the powers of General Rousseau were, in 
theory, more limited than those of his predecessors before the in- 
auguration of the State government; but we believe it is also true, 
that the executive of the State was at any time ready and willing to 
confer the most ample authority, from the State, upon General Rous- 
seau, for the preservation of peace and order, and that, therefore, 
practically, his powers were, or might have been, had he desired it, 
as extensive as those of former commanders. But General Boos- 
seau^s own evidence is the most satisfactory upon this point. We 
quote as follows from his last report to General Grant: 

** Officers of the army generally, and my staff especially, always 
found their uniform ample protection against either violence or the 
slightest disrespect, and a simple request from them was sufficient 
to disperse large and excited crowds of people." 

This being true, as your committee believe it is, there was not a 
mob, nor a massacre, which occurred during this dark period, that 
he could not, by timely precaution, have prevented 

The committee also here call attention to the evidence on pages 
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240 arxd 241, by which It appears that certiiin gentlemen who werd 
jiivjinbeito uf the State Government, and called upon General Bous» 
seau for protection during the riots, were recommended by him **to 
resign their positions and they would not be molested;" the General 
at the same time, alleging as a reason for this strange advice, that 
"the State government was obnoxious to the people.'' The General 
d'l not specify to what portion of the people the government was 

obnoxious, nor for what reasons. This report will, perhaps, still 
further elucidate his ideas upon this point. 

We also call attention to the testimony of Dr. Mackay, on page 232. 

During the riots the efficient regiment of Brevet Major General 
Mower was lying idle at Ship Island. The committee are at a loss 
to comprehend why, in the alleged scarcity of troops, the aid of this 
regiment was not brought into requisition to preserye the peace. 
They are informed that General Kousseau was repeatedly requested 
to take such action by Governor Warmoth and many prominent 
citizens. 

The committee believe that General Sheridan, with one regiment 
of men, would have preserved the peace throughout the State. 

In the midst of the riot and bloodshed, General Rousseau visited 
the headquarters of a Democratic club called the ** Innocents," and 
addressed them in words which were reported in the morning papers. 
This report appears on page 251. 



SECRET POLITICAL AND SEMI-MILITARY ORGAN^ 

IZATIONS. 

Your committee are in possession of detailed, trustworthy and 
sworn information of the existence of a secret political and semi- 
miUtary organization, in this State, styled, "The Knights of the 
White CameHa." The signs, ritual, and most of the operations of 
this society throughout the parish of Orleans and portions of the 
State, have been made known to the committee by the same 
testimony. 

They call particular attention to the evidence on this subject 
They are of the opinion that it is a society most dangerous to the 
pubUc welfare, and that its exposure, and its condemnation by all 
good citizens is greatly to be desired. The evidence shows that it 
exists throughout all the Southern States, and has branch organiza- 
tions in many of the Northern States. 
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The concorrent tesidmony of General Thomas, General KeyiiQld% 
and Governor Clayton, of Arkansas, proves the existence of an anned 
secret organization in Tennessee, Texas and Arkansas, which is 
known as the "Ku Klux," and which is in reality a conspiracy against 
the present State govemments in the South. 

The testimony before the committee shows that the order exposed 
in this report is the real organization which is known to the public 
as the " Ku Klux," and that the signs and ritual which we append 
are those of that mischievous and unlawful society. 

It is the same society of which the lamented Judge Chase spokd in 
his letter to the Honorable L. D. Campbell, of Ohio, which is pub- 
lished in this report 

The committee state that the evidence shows that largo ^umbers 
of respectable Southern law abiding citizens were in the political ex- 
citement preceding the late election drawn into this society. Most 
of such men we believe to have been ignorant of its real character 
and designs. Such men are rapidly withdrawing from its folds. 
The time is not far distant when it will be abandoned to the reckless 
and lawless portion of society, who have everything to gain, and 
nothing to lose, by tumult, violence and anarchy. The dangers 
through which we have passed from this conspiracy, however, and 
which may arise again from it or similar organizations, lead your 
committee to commend the subject to your special attention- 
It is to be noticed that this order drilled secretly with arma 
Your committee believe that the confidence and numbers and con^ 
cert of action displayed during the events herein narrated, by the 
violators of law, and the perpetrators of these crimes were strength- 
ened, increased, and caused by the existence and influence of this 
secret order. 

It was boasted on the streets that it was able to defy, and, if needs 
be, to annihilate the military. It is in evidence that it is the custom 
of this organization, when any desperate deed is to be accomplished 
in any locality, to send members of the order from other localities to 
perform it. 

Your committee are at a loss to know how any people, possessing 
the intelligence, the wealth, the land and the arms of the country, 
can find it necessary to band together in secret armed organizations, 
on any valid plea of self-defense, against an equal number of poor, 
ignorant, landless, inoffensive and xmarmed people. How can such 
action be reconciled with any sense of chivalry or manly courage ? 



^Tiat rodsoiiitlg can juatiJy snoh oathe ond purposes, under tho osist* 
iDg constitiiUon and the laws of the land f 

So Ear ns etioh Rooieties are simply secret politicnj oi^gaiuzatiDne. 
no kgialation can properly be recommended against them. Such 
societie!!, while they are immoriil and pemioioos in all their teudon- 
cicfl. aro most dangorotiB to their inventors. But every government 
ha»i n right, and it is iU sacred duty to boo that no aocrot military or 
armed organization shall exist, especially when their sole purpose ia 
opposition to existing laws, and the dcstnicfion of tho Goverumont 
itnell Such Booietiea ore Ronflpiracies, dongci'ouB ahko to public and 
individual safety. 

Stiingent pennl laws should be placed npon oor statute booka 
agtunat th^n, and should bo rigidly enforced. 




It is ive]l known to all the Stato authorities and to the citizens at 
large that throats of violence toward the General Assembly, upon its 
reconvening, and toward the different departments of the State gov- 
trmnont, have been rife among a certain clasa of our population who 
are opposed, pohtically, to the present State government It is also 
in evidence before your committee that such tlireats were not only 
confidently used by large numborB of the populace during tho preva- 
lence qf mobs, before the Frosidenttal election, but also that they are, 
up to IJiQ thiie of tho writing of this report, veiy cun-ent upon oar 
streets; even membera of tho General Assembly have been heai'd to 
offer wagers that it would never again assemble. 

Your conunitteo call attention to this fact merely as au incident 
of the times worthy of record, shoiving tho dangerous and lawless 
tendency of the teachings of a school of i>oUticiana which happily 
must become extinct before the progi'eas of wiser and more beneficent 
principles. 

Tho idass of men who utter these Uireata arc not formidable of 
themselves, but only as they may be countenanced and encouraged 
by leaders of a higher class. 

For this reason we think that theu* threats may be regarded as vcrj- 
harmless. 

Wo wonld suggest, however, the passo^ of some ctringent law for 
the punishment of persons found guilty of aiding, abetting or inciting 
lo disturbanOT of the peore or resistance to the lawn in this particnhu' 
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THE FEEEDMEN'S BUREAU. 

The committee deem it proi)er to call the attention of the General 
Assembly to the iaithful and efficient administration • of this Bureau 
by Brevet Major General Hatch. Without this distinguished officer's 
energetic and persistent interposition in behalf of the freedmen, their 
suiSferings and oppression would have been much greater than they 
have been. The committee also acknowledge his kindness in famish- 
ing them with valuable records from his office. 



CONCLUSIONa 

Your committee respectfully submit for the consideration of your 
honorable body the following conclusions and recommendations: 

The one instance in Enghsh history of a pohtical massacre, which 
is so deeply shaded with horror upon the pages of Macaulay, is known 
throughout the civilized world. At this day the perusal of its story 
chills the blood; its mfamy shrouded the reign and the generation, and 
blotted the fame of the whole nation in which it occurred, and remorse 
and madness on account of their share in its commission blasted 
and prematurely ended the lives of nearly all its perpetrators, so 
that the name of " Glencoe " stands in blackness on the record of the 
world's crimes along with that of St. Bartholomew. The victims of 
Glencoe did not exceed one hundred (100.) They were a band of 
robbers and outlaws, and their depredations were so numerous mud 
great that their extinction was regarded by many of their own 
countrymen as a pubhc blessing. Yet three years afterward the 
indignation of the public mind against the murderers was so great 
that it shook the throne of William, and in the language of Macau- 
lay, "the cruelty and baseness of the murderers excite, even after the 
lapse of a hundred and sixty years, emotions which make it difficult 
to reason calmly." 

The massacre of Glencoe fades into utter whiteness before the 
massacres of tin ' last twelve months in this State, whether you regard 
the numbers of the murdered, the absence of all justification, the 
demon-like atrocities attending their commission, the character of the 
sufferers and their murderers, or the motives which prompted, f^r., i. 
the spirit which accompanied their actions. 

The effects of these occurrences upon the prosperity of oui- State 
have been serious, and cannot soon be remedied. Capital has been 



^reveutod from oomiug, oommeroe has been diverted to other ports_ 
ti'ade haa been injured, emigration has been chocked, and the fair 
nnme of oiir good State has been deeply tnniiahed. 

The vice of invoking: violence to accomphsh pohtioal ends ie 
deeply imbedd&l in the cnstoms of a part of oiir pojuilation; it ia 
probably one of the lingering relics of the times of Hkvery, when 
political oppositjon to that practice was deemed incendiary, and held 
to justify what wero tpiiood in tbo vernacular of those days, "ex- 
treme nieaaiu-es." However logioal thie reasoning may then have 
been, tho cause of this vico having diBappeai-ed, the vice should cease 
with it. There can be no peace or prosperity until the connnnnitj- 
recognize practically the maxim that no citizen shall Im allowed to 
take the law into his own hands, and that the law must be obeyed. 
Lawless men must l)e taught that the time for persuading men with 
club», knives and pistols, is past. At tlie close of thu rebelUou, by 
tho supreme will of the American people expressed in the solemn 
fonna of law, iiuit large class of our people who have been freed 
&-om fliiivery, were incorpoi'ated into the body poHtic and clothed 
with the power of the ballot This was to enable them to defend 
and maintain the civil and pohtiad rights iuto the possession of 
wluch they have bo recently come, and of which they would other' 
wise have bocn speedily dispossessed. These people naturally joined 
the ranks of the political party which had freed and elevated them. 
I'hejr have sent us to these places, having confidence that whllo wc 
tdiall legifilato for the good of the whole people, we shall also oa their 
Bgenta lend the powers of the State government to proteet and 
not to oppress them, and to secni-e them in the peaceable poseeesion 
of all the rights which are lawfully theirs. Through persecution, 
wBUt, robbery and murdei', they have held fast their faitli in the 
national government, and in their principles. This they have done 
under the frightful pressure of such trials and suSerings as have 
caused many prouder and more boastful people to succumb. We 
owe it as the first and most saffl-ed dutj- of tlio hour to see that their 
long trietl, long suffering trust, be not disappointed; and that the arm 
of justice, though slow, shall be sure, and shall ranch tlie perpetra- 
tors of the horrid crimes of tho past twelve mOTths. Notwithalanding 
the long reign of pnesiou and violence under which oar State has suf- 
fered, there is hope !n the returning sense of justiM and of self in- 
terest of the people at large, and In the morftlinflnrac* "f the incOiA' 
in^natioiial wlmi]ustxBti<m< 




The cry of "Kegi'o Supremacy" is a bug-bear, in which its authon 
themsolves do not believe. It is used merely for political effect upon 
the low and ignorant The hostility to "negro suffrage" is not be- 
cause it is **negro," but because it is Republican. 

Nothing shows the perversion of moral sentiment so strongly as 
the complaint made by certain parties, that investigations like this 
stir up ill feeling, and ai-e acts of enmity towards the people of the 
State. No parties have a more vital interest in the exposure of such 
crimes than all the good people of the State; and not many months 
will elapse before an overwhelming majority of the people of this 
State vnll hail with delight all proceedings calculated to bring the 
guilty parties in these outrages to justice, and to prevent similar out- 
rages in the future. It is not only the blacks who ai-e living under a 
reign of terrorism. Thousands of honest white men will rejoice over 
the riddance of their parishes from the dangerous characters who 
have sought to rule white and black alike by brute force and a daring 
defiance of law. 

The election of General Grant as President has already had a 
quieting and subduing effect upon the restless, lawless and revolution- 
ary spii-it that was rife and rampant throughout the State. He is 
respected by the good and feared by the bad. The fii'm hand of the 
National Government will need to be held sternly for months to come 
upon the shoulders of the refractory and evil-disposed men who have 
with such impunity defied its authority for months past, to save the 
State from anarchy, and the innocent persons who have had the cour- 
age to deliver the testimony on these pages, from vengeance and des- 
truction. 

Not the least of the beneficial effects of this report will be the col- 
lection of facts and names which will render the eventual punishment 
of the criminals more sure and speedy. 

When the dream of a natural, inborn right to supremacy shall be 
abandoned, and the higher race will content themselves with that su- 
periority which their proud descent, their inherited virtues and abilities, 
their education, wealth, and social influence, their habits of political 
control, their command of all the avenues to commerce, art, science, and 
the learned professions, and last, but not least, which the natural desire 
for protection that the weak feel toward the strong, will perforce give 
them; perchance all will then see that a genuine chivalry and sense 
of superiority are not tncompatible with a generous guarantee to the 
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lowest and humblest class of men of every riglit, which any other 
men enjoy. Surely the time will come when the people of tliij State 
will dwell together no longer as Northerners and South^mei's,'* as 
Union men and Confederates, as loyal and disloyal, but as citizens of 
a common country, entitled to equal rights before the law. io ji fair 
chance in the race of life, and to such meed of social and poUtical 
distinction as each one merits, and the favor of his countrymen may 
confer upon him. • 



BECOMMENDATIONS. 

Your committee recommend that the General Assembly memori- 
alize Congress, setting forth the condition of affairs in this State, and 
requesting such Congressional legislation as may be proper and ex- 
pedient in the premises. 

If any one of the outrages recorded in this report had been 
committed upon the person of an American citizen abroad, the 
whole country would have been in a flame, and all the powers of the 
Government, even to the last and expensive resort of arms, would 
have been brought to bear, to redress his wrong and secure protect 
tion in the future. No cost of blood or treasure in such cases is 
deemed disproportionate to the object to be attained, namely, the 
* making of the American flag and of the proud title of an American 
citizen, a perfect shield and protection about him against all wrong, 
wherever the sim shines. 

Is the Government of the United States less powerful to enforce 
Buch protection upon its own than upon foreign territory? 

It is notoiious that under the administration of most of orn: State 
couiis juries cannot be found who will convict men guilty of outi*ages 
dming these pohtical tumults. 

If a State neglects, or is powerless to protect its citizens, must the 
United States remain a passive spectator of outrages upon its own 
citizens, or is its power not competent to provide for their protection? 

Our Constitution declares that the allegiance which the citizen owes 
to the United States is paramount to the allegiance which he owes to 
the State. Protection is the correlative of allegiance. 

If this state of things continues, your committee submit as a ques- 
tion worthy of grave consideration, whether Congress may not estab- 
lish additional courts, with the necessary jurisdiction, over this dass of 
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oflbm^s, Sucb protection would be far more ample and less obnox- 
ious to the spirit of our institutions, as well as less costiy than that of 
troops, whether National or State. 

The committee also recommend that Congress should be requested 
to send a committee to this- State to make a thorough investigation 
into the condition of affairs here, to the end that they may be better 
enabled to judge of the legislation necessary to enforce the execution 
of the laws and of the amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States. 

It is impossible for any body of men at such a distance, even from 
the most accm'ate statements of others, to form an adequate concep- 
tion of the evils to be remedied. 

The committee recommend, with reference to cases of murder herein 
reported in which criminal prosecutions have not been commenced, 
that the Governor be authorized and required to offer a suitable re- 
ward for the apprehension of the criminals, and to employ compe- 
tent counsel on the part of the State, to assist the district attorneys, 
which counsel shall also be authorized to prosecute every civil officer 
who shall refuse or neglect to perform his duty in biinging such ciim- 
inals to justice. Laws should be made providing for the punishment 
by adequate penalties of district and parish judges, distiict attorneys, 
sheriflfe and other civil officers who refuse or neglect to an^est, pros- 
ecute or punish parties guilty of murder and disturbances of the 
peace. 

We recommend that the General Assembly requu^e an annual re- 
port from aU district and parish judges, sheriffs, district attorneys, 
and police juries, of all the crimes committed in their respective 
parishes, and of the disposition made of the criminals. 

We recommend, also, the passage of severe penal laws upon the 
subject of masked or armed bands of men traversing the country, for 
purposes of disturbing the peace. 

A well regulated militia is the sword of the State, to be used when 
the civil officers fail to compel obedience. While it should be cau- 
tiously and prudentiy used, it should always be in readiness for emer- 
gencies like those of the last six months. It may be well to inquire 
whether a small body of mounted militia, which can be moved to any 
part of the State where it is needed, upon short notice, should not at 
once be organized. 



If other lueuua should fail tu restore luw und ordei' in tetractory 
parishes, we i-ecommend that Congress be naked to enlist into the 

United States servierc, in such paaishes as will not preserve the peace 
and execute the laws, n sufficient numbei- of loyal men, to be 
stationed in these parishes— the cost of the eame ia be reimbarsed 
to the United States government by the State, which shall then ap- 
portion it among: such ptuiahey by a special levy, to be collected as 
all othdT tasea. 

Torn' coinmitttio rccammeud that each Houhc of the Qcuiti-al Ait~ 
Beoibly appoint a standing committee upon the peace and order of 
the State. 

We invite attention to a nmuaiiy report from one of the members 
of tlie committee. Freseuting as it does, iii the strongest light, 
whatever can be ni^^d in extenuation of the eom-se pursued liy a 
portion of our people, we commit the widely differing concluaiona of 
ourselves and our respected colleague tu the calm and dispassionate 
judgment of the people of this State. 

All of which, together with the evidence appended, is i-cspectfully 

HUGH J. CAMPBELL, 

of the Senate, 
PETER HARPER, 
EDWAED S. WILSON, 
WM. MUEKELL. 
of the House of Bepresentatives. 
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MINORITY REPORT ON THE CONDUCT OF THE ELEC- 
TIONS AND PEACE AND ORDER OF THE STATE. 

The undersigned member of the committee, diffeiing honestly &-om 
the report made herein by the majority of his co-laborers in the work 
assigned them, submits the following statement for considemtion; 

There have been many outrages committed in this State during tho 
last year, and many frauds perpeti-ated at the recent elections. 

Botli political parties should liear its responsibilities. 

The negroes have in many instances committed brutal outi-ages, 
spaiiug neither ago nor sex, having been taught to believe by their 
white leaders that they wci-e better than the white people of the State, 
and entitled to more consideration by the Government In support 
of this statement I quote from a speech of Governor H. C. Warmoth, 
dehvored at Mechanics' Institute, February 22, 1868. He said: 
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** The rebels (meaning the white people of the State) are prisonezs, 
enemies captm'ed in war, with no lights, no pxivUeges, no anything, 
but what the Government in its magnanimity sees proj^er to giie 
them. Rebels are traitore and treason under the Constitution is pun- 
ishable by death." 

Such teachings as these and the attempts to place the white men of 
the State under the domination of the negro, is the real cause of all 
the disturbances, disquietude and agitation, the violence and disorders 
in the State. 

The white people have had reasonable grounds for fear of an insur- 
surection, and they no doubt prepared the best they could to protect 
themselves and innocents from violence and harm. 

The undersigned deems it unnecessaiy to say anything faithor 
upon this matter as the official report of Major General Rousseau on 
the subject is full, complete, and substantially correct. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The undersigned would respectfully recommend that the white 
people of the State be left alone to manage their own internal affairs, 
and that aU poHtical disabihties be removed from them, and for GocTs 
sake let us have peace, 

VHIjUAM L. THOMPSON, 



EVIDENCE ACCOMI^AISYING TflE REPORT. 



■♦♦-»■ 



PAEISH OF JEFFERSON. 

A. J. Kemp states, on oath, that he resides in Gretna, parish of 
Jefferson. That on Friday morning, October 23, 1868, just after 
leaving liis house, he was shot at without provocation by a white man 
named Hemy Kern, but escaped and remained concealed until 5 P. M. 
He was then advised by a man named Frank (a Democrat), to remain 
secreted, as he would be killed if he ventm-ed out. ' When the military 
force anived he did venture to look out of the door, and was seen by 
a crowd of white men, one of whom remarked, that is the d — n son 
of a b — ^h we were looking for. 

About ten o'clock that evening about sr^teen men came to the house 
and demanded and obtained admittance; they came in and took Mr. 
Clark and then searched the house. One of them said to witness: 
'•'Come down you d — n son of a b — ^h, you are the very one we are 
looking for." 

They asked witness his name, and when told, one of them said, "you 
are the veiy one we have been looking for." They took said Clark 
and witness to the house of the Hook and Ladder Fire Company, and 
asked witness where the arms of the Grand Army and Loyal League 
were kept, and added that if he did not let them know by 12 o'clock 
they would hang him, they having erected a gallows in the house of 
the fire company. 

Witness answered that he knew nothing of any such organization. 
One of the party said: "You are a d — d liar, you are one of the 
commanders." The leader of this party acted as judge; witness 
was arraigned before him three (3) times, each time telling the same 
story. They then wanted witness to take an oath to support the 
Democratic party, and use his influence among his colored friends in 
order to secure Democratic success at the coming election. Soon 
after, the military forces arrived and interrupted their further pro- 
ceedings. The man who acted as judge told the commanding ot&r 
cer of the military to take charge of us^ which he did, and placed a 
guard over ns. About o'clock A. M., on Satm'day> the president 
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of ihe Democratic Club, of the town of Gretna, went to ike 6oln* 
manding officer and told him to release witness, as he had not been 
seen in the riot, nor had any arms been found on his person, whi<& 
was accordingly done. Members of the Democratic party searched 
the houses of the colored people, taking from them their registration 
'papers, watches, money and many articles of value. They also took 
the banner belonging to the Gretna Republican club. The house 
where witness resided was broken open, and his clothing and shoes 
were stolen, and his books and papers destroyed. 

Robert Miller states on oath that on Friday, October 23, 1868, a 
party of men whose names he does not know, but who can be iden- 
tified, came to his house in Gretna, during the absence of himself 
and family (who had been compelled to leave to save their lives), and 
broke open the door with axes, cut open two trunks, and took 
therefrom property, money, and his registration papers. They also 
took two guns. 



Robert Sparks states, on oath, that as he was walking along qui- 
etly, through the streets of Gretna, on Friday, October 23, 1868, he 
was stopped and searched by four white men, who drew their pistols, 
and took from him his pocket book containing a ten dollar gold 
piece and a fifty cent piece. They then made him take them to his 
house under the pretense of searching for arms, and made his wife 
open her bureau drawers, and searched through the house, and stole 
about sixty or eighty dollars in money. One of them snapped a pis- 
tol at witness, but it appears it was not loaded. . They also beat 
his wife brutally because she protested against their infamous pro- 
ceeding. 

Upon leaving they stopped at Gasper's grocery and divided the 
money between them. Witness and wife then appealed to some po- 
ncemen to arrest thesjB men, when said men again assaulted himself 
and wife in the presence of the policemen, who then arrested them, 
but turned them over to the citizens of Gretna, who allowed them to 
go free. 

These same men shot at Witness three times, but did not hit him. 
Witness went to the judge of the court at Gretna, and stated the 
oas(^ to him. The judge said he Could do nothing in the matter, as 
the patties were residents of New Orleans. 



Stftnuol Perinns stfttaa on oath, that on Friday, October 23, 19(58, 
about five o'clock, A. M., as lie was walking riom the ferry into town, ho 
saw Mr. Worlay, with a gun in )iis band. A Mr. Looton aaid to 
Worley, that " Sam was tho cause of the thi«f getting awaj'." Mr. 
"Worley aaid "that's him" (meaning' \ritneB8). "I will shoot him." 
- WitoesH tamed arooud, when "Woi-ley said, "I mil shoot yea," 
Witness B»id, "Don't nhoot me, for 1 tried to atop the disturbance;" 
bat he woii^d h.aTo 'jl^^it him if he had not ^ono cluu} to liim nitli 
another man. 

Some eight or ten white men now came np onA vranted to know 
who it was that set fire to tlio buildings. WitnoBs answered that ho 
could not tell Uiem; that he was in Gretna when the fire commenpcd; 
whereuiion Worley struck him on the head and neck. Witnesa then 
ran toward the fiiiry, but meetjng somo white men, who told hito not 
to go across to Sow Oi'loana, tliat they would protect binJ>«^e went 
bomc. /' \ 

At ten o'clock that night somo unknown wliite mea aims to ^dBiesu* 
house and knocked, and obtained admittanc*. They took hini ta the 
engine hourao, and said, "Kow wo have the Wuef of the Regphlican 
party — be won't lead tho party any more." ^S^y then tojd tfitn^s 
that he was to bo hung at twelve o'clock, iOTCaelaaBj;^!,efected a 
scaffold in the building. Soon afteraometJiiitedStjitesl&oops arrived 
and took chai-go of tho engine house, when these men all left The 
nest morning a United States officer came and told witness there was 
no charge against him. and released him. 

^^^■rs. PoUy Crill stMea on oatb, that eho i.s a citizen oC the State of 
MHttsiana, and rcaidcK in Gretna, Jefferson parish, and is fifty years 
*6f agei that on the tv/enty-third day of October, 1868, about fom- 
o'dook, A. M., she was on the levee, where there was a fii-e, and fts- 
fiisted in can'jing out the goods and fnmitni-e from tlie burning 
buildings. When the buildings were biurncd down, a riot commenced. 
Witness saw about Ijrenty white men, armed with guna, piatols, etc,, 
who were citizens of tho town. Amon^ their number was Henry 
Can-, Fred. CaiT, Juha Linton, Mr. Lambert, Fred. Sl.raihlc, B. 
Whitton and Jcli'. SiUten; wilnoss saw a white man named Lambert 
Bhoot aci'lored man named Scott. She also saw John Linton, Henry 
Oarr and Fred. Coxr, whito men, shoot Scott after Lambert bad phot 
htm. Witness went up to Scott, who was then lying on tho gronnd , 
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Vomiting blood, from the effects of the ^ot woands received at thd 
hands of these men — ^Lambert, Linton, Henry Carr and Fred. Carr — 
who, after shooting him, went up and took hold of and straightened 
him out, saying at the same time, "You God d — d son of i\, b — h, we 
wish we had ten thousand more killed ! " A white man then took up 
an axe to strike him (Scott) on the head. Witness said, " Men, for 
God's sake, don't knock in his head, for he is dead ! " They laid the 
axe down, saying, " We will kill some more God d — d black ones I " 
These men then turned around, and, seeing a colored man by the 
name of Eaymo standing close by, one of them struck him on the 
head with an axe, knocking him down and causing the blood to flow 
from the wound. This colored man in a few moments raised his 
head, when another of these white men shot him throagh the 
shoulder. Some colored men put him in a wagon and carried him 
to his house, where ho now lies, in bed, in a critical condition. While 
witness was watching some furniture, a yoimg white man came to 

her and whispered in her ear, telling her that some white men had 
broken open her house and shot a colored man and child. The name 
of the colored man is Eeuben Lindsey, and the child's name is K 
Wilkinsj the man was shot in the neck and the child in the face and 
breast. They are dangerously wounded and are not expected to 
live. The colored man did not have any weapons, or use any bad 
language to the men who shot him. When witness arrived at her 
house she found this colored man and child lying on the ground, but 
the white men had left. At night, about 12 o'clock, some white men 
came to her house and knocked at her door; she asked them what 
they wanted; they said they \franted the prisoner, Kobert Mabey; 
witness told them he was not in, and told them to come in and search, 
which they did. While doing so they stole two revolvers, which 
were in her drawer, and a musket. They then went away; in half 
an hour they returned again, came in and stole a banner, which be- 
longed to the Third Ward EepubUcan Club of Gretna, and broke the 
door down, and all the windows in the house 



Bichard Hill states, on oath, that he is a citizen of the State of 
Louisiana, residing in Gretna, parish of Jefferson; that on the morn- 
ing of the twenty-third of October, 1868, a party of five armed white 
men came to his nouse and took away two revolvers, and at night the 
same party returned and [Searched his house again ; they overhauled his 



pi-esB and found Ms pocket book wliioh coutained twenty ($'20) doI> 
lars in greenbacks, which they took posaeasion of and left; witness 
does not know who these men were; they were all strangers t> him. 
"Witness further states that the colored people in Gretna are living 
in great fear of the white Democrata. 



William Shiugletou Btai«B, on oath, that he is a citizen of the State 
of Louisiana, and resides in Grema, Jefferson i)arish; that on the 
twenty-third day of October, 1868, about twelve o'cloct 31,, a squad 
of white men — among whom he recognized a Mr. Doul (a most 
picker) — came to his honse, armed with guns, piatola and bowie 
fcnives, and asked witness' wife for his gun. She replied that he did 
not have any. They then turned everything in the house upside 
do\vn, taking witness' pocket book, containing five dollars and fifty 
cents in greenbacks, which they found in the preas; then going out 
into the yard they took witness' axe and went away, 



Oolan CiE3ar tstatei, on oath, that ho is a citizen of the State of 
Xtoiusiiuia, residing in Gretna, JeS'ei'sou parish; that on the twenty- 
third of October, 186S, about 12 M,, some white men eanio to liis 
house, annod with pistols, gans and knives, opened his trunk and 
took from it liis pocket book, containing twenty dollars ($20) in 
grednbacba and bis ccrtifioate of registration. They also took his 
order for pay that ho bad received from the railroad office, and his 
piatol. These men told wilneaa' wife that if she said anything they 
would kill him and her. She then ran out of the house, and after- 
ward? the men went away. 



Kebccca Scott states, on oath, that she is a resident of the State of 
Lomsiana. and lives on Main sti-oct in Gretna, Jeffei-son parish; that 
on the twenty-third day of October, 1868, a squad of anned white 
men came tocher house just after dhuier, entered, and said they 
wanted her firearms; witness replied that she bad none, when one of 
the men pickefl up a knife and tuld her if she did not give up her 
arms he would stab her with it; witness liad none in the house; they 
then took her spectacles, a black silk dress, three doUors and dfiy 
a in greenba<^, and &\i3 dollars in stiver, and destroyedh^r cops 
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atid dishes^ stating, as a reason therefor, that " the d — d niggers had 
no business to live in Gretna; let them go back to their masterb' 
plantations and hoe com and cotton." These men were all strangers 
to "witness. 



Hypolite Williams states, on oath, that he is a citizen of the State 
of Louisiana, and resides in Gretna, Jefferson parish; that on the 
twenty-third of October, 1868, at 12| o'clock in the day time, one 
Thompson and Frederick Carroll, a hunter, with a squad of white 
men, came to his home armed. Thompson asked if witness had any 
firearms, to which he answered "No;" Thompson then said, "I must 
search your trunk," as he supposed there was a revolver there. He 
(Thompson) then searched the trunk, but finding none, said he 
thought witness had no revolver, but finding witness' pocket book 
he said, "Let me see what is in here," but witness took it from him. 
Thompson finally wen* away with the rest of his squad, saying 1 e 
did not believe there were any arms there. These men then went to 
John Lightfit's house and entered it through a window, the doors be- 
ing locked, and searched for arms, but found none, but took a tin 
bos containing fifteen dollars in greenbacks. 



Elijah Hogans states, on oath, that he is a resident of the State of 
Louisiana, and resides in Gretna, Jefferson parish; that on the night 
of October 23, 1868, a party of white men — John Savan, Frank 
Hatch and others — came to his house and ordered him to come out, 
saying they "wanted that powder that ho had in his house," there 
being none there to witness' knowledge; he told them to go in and 
get it, but they did not go in, but said, "You need not think your- 
self so d — d smart, for as soon as we get you to our headquarters 
we'll find where all that powder is." They then took witness to the 
hook and ladder house, and there asked him where the powder 
was. Witness replied, " You were there, and I told you to go in 
and get it; " they answered, " Never mind; we will find it," and 
went back to the house and searched it for arms and the powder, but 
found neither. They took away witness' mare, cWhmcy; ?.nd other 
articles of value. When they returned to the hook and ladder 
house, they asked witness what he meant by mixing in politics, to 
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which he repKed that he did not understaDd them. They answei^ed, 
"Oh, yes you do; haven't they told you, you should have lands and 
a mule, and a horse, if you would vote the Republican ticket? We 
know all about it, and we are going to kill you unless you tell us the 
whole truth," adding, "You are the very one we wanted; you hate 
been the head one in this business, and we are going to shoot you all 
to pieces.'* Witness answered that he couldn't tell them any more. 
They said, "You shall not be hurt if you will vote the Democratic 
ticket," to which witness answered, "that he would die first." At this 
time the troops came up and he was released. 



Stephen Bobbins states, on oath, that he is a citizen of the State of 
Louisiana, resides in Gretna, Jefferson parish ; that on the twenty-third 
day of October, 1868, about 10 o'clock A. M,, about fifteen unknown white 
men came to his house, broke open the door and took a half dozen 
knives and forks and two dollars and fifty *teats ($2 50) in money. 
They opened all the trunks in his house, also his armoir and bureau; 
they took the sum of seventy-five dollars ($75) in greenbacks from 
one of his trunks. Witness had used no bad language to any whit^ 
man, or gave them any cause to treat him in such a manner. 



Philip Brandon states, on oath, that he resides in Freetown, parish 
of Jefferson, right bank; that on Friday, October 23, ^868, at about 
11 o'clock A. M., a gang of white men came to his house and took his 
gun and fifteen dollars ($15) in legal tender notes. They made wit- 
ness fall into line and took him about a mile from home. They were 
met by a white man named Sawyer, who told them to release witness, 
as he had done nothing. This party shot and wounded three colored 
men whose names witness did not know. After he was released he 
went home and remained there. 



Maiy Antoine states, on oath, that she resides in Gretna, Jefferson 
parish; that on the twenty-third of October, 1868, a squad of white 
men, armed with guns, pistols, hatchets and bowie knives, came to 
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her house about 12 o'clock M., while she was absent; she had left her 
brother-in-law in charge of the house; seeing so many armed white 
men roaming about the streets, and learning they were robbing and 
abusing colored people, witness started for homo to try and proted 
her . property. When she arrived there she found two white men in 
her house, and her trunk broken open, and her pocket book carried off 
containing forty-four ($44) dollars in greenbacks. These men told 
her brother-in-law that they had "orders from headquarters" to search 
colored people's houses for arms. Witness had no firearms in her 
house, and was so badly frightened that she was afraid to speak to 
them about her money. 



TeUsphore Baptiste states, on oath, that he is a resident of Freetown, 
parish of Jefferson; that on the twenty-third of October, 1868, at three 
o'clock A. M., a squad of about twelve white men, armed with guns 
and pistols, came to his house, representing themselves to be police 
officers.; three of them otme inside and took three guns, one belong- 
ing to him, one to his son, aud the other to his nephew; they then 
told him to go to the station and that the captain of poUce would talk 
to him. When he saw the captain of poUce he said he did not know 
anything about his guns. A German in Freetown says he knows 
where they are, but he will not give the names of the parties. They 
did not taJie anything else out of his house. They took all the guns 
and firearms away from the colored people. 



Delia Bethel states, on oath, that she is a resident of Gretna, parish of 
Jefferson; that on the twenty-third of October, 1868, four or five aimed 
white men came to her house and ordered her to show them all the 
firearms and ammunition she had; she told them that she had noth- 
ing of the kind in the house; that her husband had a pistol, but had 
it with him. They said that they would wait for him, and when he 
came that they would kill him; that they were going to kill all the 
d — ^n niggers that they met because they went with the radical party, 
and turned against them. On the same day witness saw the body of a 
colored man who had been killed on the levee. The colored people in 
Gretna are afraid of their Uves in consequence of the threats the Dem- 
ocrats are making against them. 



Louiso Bvowu statea, on oath, that she fesidea in Gretna, pEiriafa of 
Jeffereon; that on the morning of October 23, 1868, she -waa standiDg 
on Uie levee with her husband, when a white man approached her 
husband with a large butcher knife in his baud and oskeA him if he 
had ttny arms about hini. He made no reply. At tbia time three 
other white men approadied anned with pistole, and one had also an 
iixo linndlc. One of them, named Toncy Myere, and one Hemy Car- 
roll commenced beatiug her husband over the head in a brutal manner 
■with the axe handle. He atartad to run down the levee, when one of 
the bond, named FreiL CarroU, fired a pistol at him, the ball entering 
his back. They then left him to die hke a dog, offering no assistanco 
whotever. Deponent further states that although it is well known to 
the civil authorities of Gretna that said Fred. Carroll shot her hus- 
band, and that the others beat Inm, yet they have made no effort to 
arrest said parties. On the day following, four or five men came to 
her houae and searched for arms, but finding none, they left. Her 
kriarttand i^-. ntill confined to hie bed in a criticnl condition. 

P 

' Chai"les Green states, oa oath, that ia & i-eaident of Freetown, 
pariah of Jeffei-son; that on Friday, Octobei- 23, 1868, ho went to the 

! Gretna feiTj- vdfh bis wife, and seeing eomo excitement thei-e, he 
hurried home and commenced working iu his garden. At about II, 

' A. M., a party of about fifteen white men (among whom waa one 
Fred. Carroll), led by a milkman named PieiTe, came to witnesa' 
house, when some one of said party remarked, " there is an old 
nigger, let's kill him." Another said, "No! don't kill that old man, 
ha is a good old man, I have known him for some time." One of 
them then drew his gun on witness and told him to open liis hoor, 
and asked if he had any arms. Witness told them that ho had none. 
They then seai-ched the house and tmnbled things about, but found 
nothing- They then told witness that if be staid at home they would 
not hanii him this time, but if they caught him out tliey would kill 
him. WitnesBfurther says, that while he was at tho ferry in Gretna, 
he saw a fii'o burning and went to look at it, and saw there Henry 
Cari'oll and Frcdwick Carroll with a company of yoimg men, and 
heard them any as a eoloi-ed man pasecd aloug, "Come, let's kill him." 
They then ran towards him, and some one threw a brickbat at him, 
«4iereupon be staxtcd lo ran. Somo said "wittih him," and soma 




^^d "kill him/* and oommenced shooting at him^ several of the skote 
hitting him, but he continued running. Some one, however, headed 
him off, and as he ran upon the levee a man shot him dead. A col- 
ored man named Kamo seeing this deed, remarked, "What a pity 
that they have shot that poor man down for nothing," whereupon a 
white man fired at said Ramo and shot him down. His wife ran to 
him with her child in her arms, exclaiming, "Lord ! they havo killed- 
my husband." At this they fired at her, but missing her, hit the child 
(who has since died of its woimds). Witness beheving it to be very 
imsafe to be there, then left for home. 



Alexander Green states, on oath, that he resides in Freetown, in thd 
parish of Jefferson. That on the twenty-third day of October, 1868, 
some fifteen white men came to his house, led by one Bob Milton; 
these men told lum not to move, or they would kill him. They were 
all armed with shot-guns, revolvers, knives, etc. They inquired if he 
had any arms; he told them he had a gun. They then searched 
through the house, breaking open trunks, armoirs and bureaus; they 
found his gun and took it; they found his pocket book, which con- 
tained one hundred and ten dollars, and took it, telling him if he 
said aiiything they would kill him, and when he remonstrated, they 
told him, " hush your mouth, you d — d son of b — h, or we will blow 
your brains out." 



Robert Maybury states, on oath, that he is a citizen of the State 
of Louisiana, and a resident c f Gretna, parish of Jefferson. That on 
the morning of the twenty-third of October, 1868, while yet in bed, 
he heard the bells ringing, and jumped up and went to the door^ but 
not seeing any fire, he went down to the levee near the ferry landing, 
and then saw a great many buildings on fire. One Samuel Perkins, 
colored, told witness to guard some goods that had been taken from 
the burning buildings, but soon hearing the bells sound the alarm 
for that portion of the town where his house was situated, he left aud 
went to his house, but finding no fire very near, started to go back, 
but was stopped by a white man named Jake Woolly, captain of the 
steamboat Champion No. 3, who asked him "what that fuss was on 
the levee." Witness repHed "he did not know." Woolly said "yes, 
there was a d — d big fuss;" and he had his gun there to stop it, and 
repeated the remark the second time, and because witness said he 



Knew notliiag about it. Woolly gave him r sevefo ptmch luider liis 
ear with the muzzle of his g:im. A Ofitholie acLool tflacher paesing 
by stepped tip ancl told "Woolly he mast not do that, at the Bame 
time taking hold of his arms, told witness to rrm, which he did. 
While he was numing he was joined by a colored named Albert 
Kemp, who was fired at by a white man of bad character, named 
Henry Carr. who is always troubling colored people. ^V'ltneaa hid 
himself that night and until 8 A, 31, next day, in an out of the way 
lot, when seeing the Catholic teanher at a distance he went to 1"- , 

The teacher said, " well I it was lucky I was passing by yo i 'jo 

time that man Woolly was attaeldng you, as I saved your life," and 
told \Titncs3 to go home and hide any arma that he might have in 
his house. As he amved thei-o a band of white men, armed with 
shot guns, bowie kni-ves, and revolvers, came and broke down the 
door of hifl house and entered. As they did so witneae ran oat the 
back door, leaving a colored friend, Kenben Lindgey, holding his 
nephew's baby ; the baby'a mother, Mary Wilkins, was also in the 
house. The party, thinking it was witness holding the baby, fired 
BBVeral shots, taking effect in the head of said landsey, and in the 
feee of the baby, Lindsoy was not killed but ia now lying in a very 
critical condition. 

Witness further states that the white moii are particidarly down 
on him, Samuel Purkina and A. J. Kemp, and say if they could only 
get them out of the way, they could control the colored vote for the 
Democratic party. 

That during tho riot these white men Idlied a colored man and 
wcnid have split his head open with an ase, if a colored woman 
named Polly Gill had not prevailed upon them not to do it 



James Voorhiee (colored) states, on oath, that he resides in Free- 
town, parish of Jefferson ; that on or about Friday, tho twenty-third 
day of October, 18C8, a party of about lif teen armed white men came to 
his house and ordered his mother to open the- door, which was done; 
they then entered and searched tho house and compelled his wife, 
who was veiy^aick in bed, to getup; whereupon they searched ihe 
bed; they took from witness five dollai's in money, bis gun and his 
watch, valued at twenty-five dollars. 



I^^e 



Euffan Wilkin states, on oath, that on Friday, October 23, 1868. 
was waUdng quietly along in one of the stxeet« of Gretna, A 
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white man came iip and, patting a revolver to his head^ said : ^ If 

you do not enter ike engine house, I will blow your d d brains 

out 1" Witness went into the house with the man, who threatened 
to shoot him if he attempted to escape. 

On Saturday, twenty-fourth, a white man named Henry Carroll came 
to witness' house, broke open the door cud took from him a shot gnn 
and a musket, and then drew a revolver and fired at him ;. the ball 
missed him and struck another man in the neck. Witness' child 
was also wounded by shots in the cheek and stomach. Witness spoke 
to CaiToll about having shot his child, He said, "If you say another 
word, I will blow your d — d brains out!" On the night of the twenty- 
third said Carroll came to witness' house and demanded his money 
and a Bepublican club banner then in his possession, which he took, 
parroll also took witness* registration certificate, and was about to 
tear it up; but he took it away from him. 

On the same day a colored man was shot and killed by a white 
man named Bob Barracks, and no attempt was made by the author- 
ities to arrest him, and he is now walking about the streets of Gretna. 
Another colored man named Bamo was shot and wounded by a white 
man named Lampouse. No attempts have been made to arrest him. 

The white people are parading the streets armed with revolvers, and 
claiming to have authority from military headquarters to disarm all 
the colored people. Albert Kemp and Sam Perkins (colored) are now 
hand-cufied and marched through the streets. The military stationed 
there seem to pay no attention to these outrages. 



Susan W*illiam states, on oath, that on the twenty-third October, 
1868, as she was going out to work she was stopped at the ferry by a 
squad of white men, armed with guns and pistols, who asked her 
where she was going; she said she was going over to New Orleans to 
get work; they said "go back, you damned nigger, you think you are 
going to take Gretna;" she then left to go home, but before reaching 
her house she saw so many white armed men surrounding it that she 
was afraid and went to a friend's house and stayed until they went 
away; she then went to her house and found they had broken into her 
armoir, and had taken her pocket book, containing $2 in greenbacks, 
house receipts, marriage certificate, and other minor papers; there was 
no one in her house at the time; she had locked the doors and win* 
dows when she left* 



Barney Allen Btatte, ou oath, tbat he resides in Gretna, parisli of 
Jeffersou; that on the twenty-fourth day of October, 1868, six white 
men came to his house and took his doable barreled gun, pLiwder 
fiaak and shot bag; also, a siker watch, which cost him t-^vui^ty nine 
dollars aud a half ($29 50), one razor, and ulso privnlo piiiit-r . con- 
Bisting of receipts, etc., ont of his pocket boot. Witneija is now 
living in New Orleans, having left Gretna in consequence of threafjs 
Iiaviug been made against his life. He has also heard that the 
Democrats wore going to kill him the first chance they could get be- 

Rthe election, 
illiitm Green stitles, ou oath, that ht> resides in Freetown, pariah 
ifferson; that on the twenty-sixth day of October, 1868, about 
ODO hundred armed white men came to his honsain broad dayhght, 
and completely gutted it, taking his gun, axe, hatchet, wearing 
apparel, and evoiythingof value that they could find; they also took 
his registration certificate, which they found in his pocket book, in 
hie pauts pocket. Witness and his wife arc afraid to remain in hia 
house, OS the Democrats have threatened to kill him when they get 
a chance. 

^^^BauI Habeau states, on oath, that ou ITridny, October 3U. 1868, a 

^^Hr^ of ni-med white men, among whom were Milton and Carpel, 
went to his brother Emeat'e house, in Freetomi, and demanded all 
the arms tb^f: were in the bouse, and searched the house thoroughly, 
bat found nothing. They found a gun in the potato patch, which a 
friend had left there for safety, this they took and promised to 
return after the election, but they have failed to do so. 

[Ernest Habeau, whose house was thus searched, is a. juBtice of 
the peace in the parish of Jefferson, and was absent at the time of 
the search. Witness was present in the house at the time.] 



^^rWilliom White states, ou oath, that on Taesday, October 27, 1868, 

I ftt 10 o'clock, he went to the (?o«rt house in Gretna for the poiposo of 

paying the fine, and releasing his brother, who had been arrested on 

|— Saturday the twenty-fourth, but was refused permission by the judge 
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to gee his brother, and started to leave, when a white man 
Captam Wirlej, wanted to know his business; he told him he 
to assist his brother. Wirlej said he had no business there^ 
added, "G — d d — n you, get away from here quick." Witness 
move, whereupon Wirley struck him on the head with a large 
and droTe him to the ferry landing and searched him to see it 
had any weapons about him, and said if he had found any he 
bare killed him. 



Mima Hughes states, on oath, that she is a resident of the Stall 
of Louisiana, and is residing in Gretna, and is twenty (20) yean 
old; that on the morning of October 30, 1868, between the hours of 
eight and ten o'clock, she saw a gang of fifteen or twenty (15 or 20) 
white men running after a colored man named Harry Scott. These 
men were armed with pistols, spades and axes, and they were crying 
out, **Head him oS," "kill him,'' etc. Witness then saw Heniy 
Carroll, a resident of Gretna, shoot Scott in the back; she also saw 
a son of John Linton, a keeper of a coffee house, in Gretna, and s 
Jew named Albert Lamben, both shoot him in the back. On the 
same day, a body of white men came to the house of a colored 
woman named PoUy GiU — ^where witness was visiting — and after 
destroying most everything in the room, one of the white men raised 
his gun and shot a colored man named Beuben Lindsey in the face, 
and a baby four months old, which he was holding in his arms. 
These men took all the arms they could find in the possession of the 
colored men; witness further states that Henry Scott was killed by 

the men mentioned above ; Scott, so far as witness «|e|iows, was a 

I, 

quiet and peaceable man. The men mentioned above, also took Siud 
destroyed a " Grant and Colfax '' banner that was in the house of 
PoUy Gill. 



Henry Taylor states, on oath, that he resides in the city of New 
Orleans, La., and is employed as a messenger on the "Committee on 
the Conduct of the Late Election and the Condition of Peace and 
Order in +he State." That on Friday morning, the thirtieth of Oc- 
tober, 1868, he received from the chief clerk of the above committee 
five (5) summons, with orders to deliver them to parties living in the 



• 
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>B^fowIl of Gretna, right bank, parish of Jefferson; that he crossed to 
f I the town of Gretna on the Fourth District ferry, and inquired for the 
s parties to whom these summons were to be delivered, but could get 
d- no information from the white men of whom he made inquiries, and 
-who reside in the town of Gretna. Witness then went as far as the 
railroad inquiring for these parties; he asked some colored people 
■who were living on the railroad; they told him they were acquainted 
with the parties but could give him no information as to their resi^* 
dences. While there, witness met two colored men going up the 
railroad and asked them if they knew the parties; they said they 
did, and advised him not to go near them, as they were armed and 
were the leaders of the riot. Witness passed by the white men, who 
remarked that they "would like to kill a nigger." Witness then went 
to the ferry landing and looked for a policeman, but could find none. 
He remained at the landing an hour; while there two white men 
came down, accompanied by two soldiers, and got into a skijBf; these 
men asked the soldiers to loan them their revolvers, which the soldiers 
did, and then they crossed over to the city. They afterwards re- 
sumed, went into a grocery store with the same soldiers, and there 
returned to them their revolvers. 

JEFFEBSOK — SUMMABT. 

Number killed, positively sworn to •••»•.•». 6 

Number shot, positively sworn to 9 

Number maltreated, positively sworn to 33 
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PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE. 



J. T. Von Tromp slates, od oath, that he is a, registered voter of 
tlio State of Loui3;^--ft; that the was a member of the Board of Stt- 
pervisora for the parish of East Baton Ronge dnring the «lectioQ of 
No^-ember 3, 1868, 

Tho board commenced re^atering in the city of Baton Rouge on 
the eighth day of October, 18C8, but was considerably interfered 
with — by G. AV. Hiiested (Parish Judge) issuing writs of mandomas 
against it, wherby one hundred and fifty white men and one thou- 
eand and fifty colored men were prevented from regiBtering. While 
wituGse wa? in the performance of his du^, James Cooper, Deputy 
CJerk, entered the room and said: " Mr. Voo Tromp, I believe there 
will be a disturbance down stairs; in that case I will commence 
it in the registration room by shooting you the first one." WitnoBS 
believes tliat those writs of mandamus were issued solely for the 
purpose of preventing the colored men from registering. 

Our board was No, 1. Board No. 2 was prohibited from register- 
ing by ^vrit of injunction after eight or ten daj*s' work, thereby throw- 
ing double duties upon us. Mr. H. J. Puckett, the chainuan of our 
board, also did everytbing in his power to register the white citizens 
(ind to hinder tho colored from exercising the same privilege. The 
board was ao much interfered with during the day that witness told 
lawyer Avery that if the court did not stop issuing these writs that 
in order that tte colored men and others aliould not be deban^ed 
from their rights to register, the registration should be carried on at 
night. He replied that if we would not do that, no more mandamos 
wi'ita would be issued, but if we did, that lawyer Fuqua and others 
would have fifty writs of mandamus issued against us. This was 
BBid in presence of H, J. Puckett, chairman of said board, and L) 
Francois, a member of the same. 

On election day, November 3, 1868, between the hours of 3 and 4 

F. M, witness was standingiu thecourt yard, opposiLetho north door; 

_ several policemen were also standing there, keeping the people back. 

About this time one of said policemen raised a pistol Witnee , 

thinldng it was pointed at him. ran behind a mule. Qreat excite- 



taent was created by policemen ranning to and fro; every white mafi 
seemed armed, and many of them word badges. 

Witness is certain that two hundred colored men left the polls 
without voting, as they were thoroughly intimidated and feared ihe 
whites would kill them if they should attempt to vote the Republican 
ticket. 



L. H. Burdick states, on oath, that he resides in Baton Bouge, La.; 
that he was appointed by the Board of Registration as supervisor of 
registration for the parish of East Baton Bouge, La., on October 1 
1868; he was a member of the second board, traveling through the 
parish. The board opened their office October 8, 1868, at Port Hud- 
son, and went through the parish without being molested until they 
arrived at Baton Bouge, on the nineteenth of October; at three 
o'clock of said day, the deputy sheriff served an injunction on the 
board of registrars, stopping further registration. When they went 
to Manchac precinct to open an office, they found it impossible to 
obtain board or lodging; they returned to Baton Eonge and accord- 
ing to orders opened their office in the City Hall. An injunction 
was then served on them by the deputy sheriff, and the office closed, 
preventing further registration. They filed their answer and went to 
trial before the parish courts, the case being called up and postponed 
from time to time until October 23, 1868. The judge then postponed 
decision until the twenty-fourth of October, thus preventing them 
from opening their books. They received written instructions from 
Wm. Baker, Chairman of the Board of Registrars, for the two boards, 
in joint session, to make up their, books and appoint commissioners 
of election. Mr. O. H. Hackett came into the office and ordered 
them (the second board) not to appoint any commissioners of eleo-> 
tion, that the first board were to appoint them. Mr. Puckett, chair- 
man of the first board, agreed with Mr. Hackett in this regard, and 
used abusive language toward the members of the second board, 
which caused a crowd to collect in and around the office; the men who 
composed the crowd were friends of Mr. Puckett, and were armed. Mr. 
Hackett then said that if the board did not appoint such commissioners 
as he wished there would be a big row. **We have got to have it, and 
we may as well have it now as any time." Witness asked Mr. Hackett 
if he was chairman of the board of supervisors, pe answered no. 
Wi^ess told him he thought lie was taking too much authority upon 
himself in appointing commissioners of election* He said he did not care 



a d — u fol' t.lio secoud boafd. There wus micfa an escilein^nt, 4 mem- 
ber ol the first bonrd inoTed that tbo joint session of the twoboarcU 
should bo disscilved, which was doue, under pi-otest by fiie second 
board. Mr. Puckett. told witnGse if he opened hia moatli he -would 
send for the eliei'iff and have him put in jail. WitneBS answered that 
■what he (PiicJiett) had done waR contrary to instniclioiiB raoeivod 
from Ml-. Baker, Chairman Board of Eegistration, and called for the 
reading of the written instructions, whieh Mr. Pnckett refiifpd *i ''o. 
Witness then left the office; he was ruled out, and had nouuug to do 
with the appointment of commiBaioners for that parish. On the thii'd 
(Jay of Ivovember, 18C8, colored Totere went to the polls to yotc. The 
policemen requested them to show their tickets. The colored men 
gave these officers theii- tickets to exanuue, when these polieeraon 
would rotiuTi to them a Democratic ticket in its place. The colored 
people who were unable to road, went and voted said democratic tick- 
ed being deceived by said policomen. Witness then wrote a note to 
tlio chaii'man of the board of commiBsionors, Mr. L. Gasta, informing 
iiim of this outrage, and requesting him to have it stopped immedi- 
ately. The commissioner went to the policemen and gave them 
orders not to interfere with the colored voters, but this had no effect, 
D^onont then informed the voters on the outside of what the pohce- 
mon were doing, and told them to piit their tickets in their pockets 
and allow no one to see them, which they did. Then the pohcemen 
in the hall commenced searching their pockets, and if they foond 
Repubhcati tickets in their possession they passed them through the 
hall without permitting them to vote. In several instances deponent 
gave Republican tickets to colored men to vote, and the policemen 
took them from them and tore them up, and offered to them Demo- 
cratic tickets, whieh they refused to take, and came out without 
voting. Witness gave them another ticket, and they went a second 
tamo to vote and mot with the same trealmenti and were prevented 
from voting. Witness saw a large number of colored men lea\-ing the 
polls and was informed that they had been driven away by armed 
vHte men. J. 0. Fuqua, A. S. Herron, and Mi'. Stafford suod out 
the injuneUon writ, and Judge Hiiested issued the injunction, on the 
ground that the second board was registering in the city without legal 
authority. 



^gon 



Oeorge W. Beogan states, on oath, that he is a reudeat of fast 
in Rouge parifih. State of Lonisiana; that he was a member of the 
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Oonstitntionai Convention of this State in 1867-68 and the Bepublicaii 
candidate for State Senator for the thirteenth Senatorial district at the 
election of the seventeenth and eighteenth of April, 1868, and con- 
testant of the seat of the Hon. R H. Day, at the present time; that 
he, witness, left New Orleans on the twenty-third day of October, 1868, 
and arrived at East Baton Eonge on the following day and found 
said town quiet and peaceable, a large number of the inhabitants being 
away at the time, a portion of them attending a Democratic barbecue 
at Pointe Coupde, others in the suburbs attending a horse race; also 
a large number of Republicans were attending a barbecue on the 
opposite side of the river. About dark on the day of witness* arrival 
a cannon was fired, the report of which seemed to be the signal for 
the assembling of the Democracy, as about five or six hundred imme- 
diately gathered in front of the house where he had put up, kept by 
J. L. LeBlanc, a prominent Republican. This crowd remained some 
time, making violent demonstrations, especially at every report of the 
cannon, and calling witness in the most insulting manner to come out, 
"and let them ride him on a rail." Some said 'let's throw him into 
the liver;" othei-s said *let's drive him off." Some said "this is the 
last night you can stay in tliis town." During this time a Democrtic 
procession was mo'sdng through town and passed several times before 
witness* residence, insulting him in a gross manner. Witness did not 
show himself at all, as he and his friends did not consider it safe to do 
dOj either during that night or the following day. It was currently 
rumored about the city on the twenty-fifth, that witness had better 
l^ave, as an attempt would be made to assasinate him, and it was 
apprehended that a riot would be produced by an attempt to kill him. 
Apprehending thisj witness decided to leave as soon as possible for 
Kew Orleans. Accompanied, therefore, by some friends, he went down 
to the ^eamboat landing, and soon the steamboat R. E. Lee, bound 
for that city, came along, and going on board, witness secured a state- 
room, and carefully avoided any political conversation while on board. 
Knowing that he was surrounded by his poUtical enemiesj and fearing 
there might be a continuance of the violence manifested against him 
dming his shoii stay in Baton Rouge, he was determined not to give 
any offense, so that if he should receive any injury it should be unpro- 
voked on his part. There was an apparent courtesy manifested toward 
him, but he thought they were trying to put him off his guard, in order 
that they might the more easily carry out then* villainous designs. 



lie was frequently invited to the bar to driuk by hia political oppo- 
nents, but declined every inTitation to do so. B«peatod altempts 
were also made to get liim upon tlie bui-ricane deck, but lie Vi'fased, 
beliering tliat it wm their intention to do him -violence. While ho 
s sitting in the cabin quietly conversing with a Miaeissiiipiau, in 
i to planting interests, a stranger came in, and calling him by 
6 informed hiui that a colored Republican was outside the cabin 
desired to ^eak to him a moment ; that the colored man had 
I for hinj, as ho was not allowed to enter the cabin. Beheving it 
B his duty to respond to this request, he went to the door, which 
d scarcely closed behind liim when !ie foimd himself anrroimded 
l^tlozen or more white men, a portion of whom had fire arms. 
^ras iromediatoly attacked, as he beheves, by three men, who 
t him with brass knuckles and the muzzle of a large sized 
^ver, and was immediately felled to the floor geneeless. When 
ftCovtTKd his senses, he found himself in the barber shop under 
D of a physician, the captain and two barbers of the boat, 
lesB fiu'ther fitntiis that the men who stood by, and the men who 
pted him, are all strangei-a to liim, although he thinks he conld 
'y two of the men who strack him, if he could aee them. This 
3 ftltogethei- a pohtit-iil otu; improvoked, unjuetifiable and 
jeoua in every particular, and it is his fiim belief, that it was 
r intention to murder him- No steps were taken by the captain. 
officers or others of the fitcamboat Robert E. Lee. to aiTest these 
would-be assassins. L'pon witness' arrival in New Orleans ho was 
nttended-by Dr, Hbe, who, for some thue, considered his condition a 
critical one; but under the doctor's constant attention, he has so far 
teeovered as to be able to walk about, but is still ii-ery weak and 
suffers fi-oni continual pain in the head. Witness foai-s that he may 
never recover from these injuries. He finally states that persons 
1 not live in the pariah of East Baton Rouge who advocato the 
S of the Republican party, though they may be in .ill other 
« upright, qniet and peaceable citizens. 



S Francois status, uu oath, that ho was appointed supervisor 
listration for the parish of East Baton Bouge ; that on the third 

if November, 1 8fiS, about nine o'clock A. T^f , lin wont to +ho poll 
}, when a policeman by the name of Charles O'Connell, stopped 

Bid told him, not to crowd the table. Witaeee then stepped lack 
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until the table was cleared, and then approached again to Tote tti^ 
Bepublican ticket, when he was caught by the shoulder by J. Bogtt| fl 
who jerked him around and said, "stand bads, G — d d — -n yon;-4^ 
you want to have trouble you can have it d — d quick," and oontiniieil 
cursing him until he walked away from him, and waited until he ww'n 
engaged in talking. Witness then went up and voted and left tha 'i 
poE He then went to the court house to see how the election was 
going, and found the door on the north side crowded with colored ! 
people; there were at least a dozen of white poUcemen keeping them ' 
back, and preventing them from voting. At the same time the door 
opposite was clear and free for every white and colored man to vote 
the Democratic ticket. Seeing the imposition suflfered by colored 
KepubHcans, he spoke to the sheriff about it, who tepUed that tiie 
crowd was so large that he could not help it, but that he would see 
that every one had a chance to vote. Witness remained at the court 
house until about twelve o'clock. He saw a colored man approach 
the table to vote ; he was met by Mr. John Gass (a Democrat), who 
asked him to let him see his ticket, and gave him another one ; the 
man wanted the ticket he had taken from him. Mr. Gass then gave 
him a ticket and swore it was the one he had taken from him, and 
told him to vote it The man voted this ticket. Mr. Gass had five 
or six tickets in his hand for the purpose of exchanging for RepubUcau 
tickets, in order that the parties should vote the Democratic ticket. 
In the evening, about four o'clock, while witness was at the comer o^ 
the court house, he heard very loud talking inside of the house, and 
saw a great many people running from that side; then came a great 
manypoHcemen and deputy sheriffs. An order was given for the 
policemen to fall in. Seeing there was going to bo trouble, he started 
to go away, when a policeman by the name of Benton Hillen caught 
him by the collar of his coat and said, "G — d d — n you; if there is 
anything done, I will knock you down !" (At the same time keeping 
his club raised over witness' head.) " Here, G — d d — n you, you are 
the ring leader !'* Another pohceman standing near by, told Benton 
Hillen to let witness go. He repHed, "No; I am going to hold him 
right here, and if there is anything done I will knock him down, and 
I am responsible for what I do." Finally the sheriff came up, and by 
his order witness was releasedp The sheriff's name is L. J. Bird. 
There were from seventy-five to one hundred poHcemen and deputy 
sheriff on hand wl^en th^ order was given to f^U in ; all aimed with 
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revolvers and olubs. The consequence of this display of power was 
that from two to three hundred intimidated colored people leffc the 
polls, who would have voted the radical Republican ticket, if allowed 
a free expression of their political feelings. Witness positively knows 
ibat many of the policemen and deputy sheriff on duty that day 
would lose no opportunity to inflict violence on the Republican 
colored people, at the slightest imaginary provocation. The colored 
people, knowing these facts, hastened to get away as soon as possible, 
for fear some excuse would be made for commencing an assault upon 
them, especially when they saw such a large number of officers drawn 
np in line between them and the court house. Many of the colored 
people saw witness under arrest, and knew that his life was in danger 
in case any disturbance should take place. Many of them told him, 
on and before election day, that prominent Democrats told them that 
if they voted the Republican ticket they would be dicharged off the 
plantations. There were a great many colored men prevented from 
voting, because the commissioners would say that a letter was left 
out of the name, which would be on the poll book, although the 
number on the registration paper would correspond with that on the 
poll book. Deponent further believes that these objections were 
made to shut out Republican ballots, and that no hindrance woidd 
have been given to white men holding papers in the same condition 
to vote the Democratic ticket 



Seventy-seven (77) electors state, on oath, that they are duly 
registered voters of the parish of East Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
having been registered at the court house, first (1st) precinct of said 
parish, and that they were prevented from voting on the third day of 
November, 1868, by an armed body of men, who threatened colored 
voters and caused them to leave said precinct; they further state that 
had they been allowed to vote, they would have voted for General 
U. S. Grant, for President, and for C. B. Darrall for Congress. 



Four hundred and forty-five (445) electors of East Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, state on oath, that they are twenty-one years of age, bom 
in the United States, and had resided one year in the State and ten 
days in the parish, next preceding the election of November 3, 1868; 
that thejr we?:e not mi are po^ disfranchised, tljat they have pot 
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been able to register under the existing laws of the State for the 
reason that the office of the supervisors of registration was closed, 
and they were therefore deprived of the right of sufiBrage; they also 
state that had they been allowed to register .and vote, they should 
have voted for General U S. Grant, for President, and for C. B. 
Darrall, for Congress. 



] 



Samuel George states, on oath, that he is a resident and registei'©^ 
voter in the First Precinct, parish of East Baton Rouge; that on 
November 3, 1868, he was present at the poll at the court house i^ 

• 

Baton Rouge for the purpose of voting for President and Vice Pre^^' 
dent and memfcer of Congress; when ho reached the door (the po^ 
being a few steps inside), he saw a number of policemen collects ^ 
around the colored voters, and heard said policemen ask them i^^ 
show their tickets; and upon their showing thom, these policemeX* 
would change them for Democratic tickets. If they refused to shovr 
them, the policemen would take them away by force, and either 
compel them to vote the Democratic ticket or would not permit them 
to vote at aU. Finding that many Republicans would not be suffi- 
ciently intimidated to vote the Democratic ticket, the Democrats 
became greatly exasperated, and one William Garig, a commission 
merchant, placed liimself on the north steps of the coui*t house, and 
with revolver drawn, ordered the Democrats to fall in line, saying, 
"fall in, fall in, men!" at the same time waving his pistol; the 
Democrats at once formed a line, facing the court house; aU in said 
line then drew their revolvers, and drove the colored men from the 
polls; this was about foui* or five o'clock P. M.; there were between 
one and two hundred colored Republicans who would have voted 
for Grant and Colfax for President and Vice President, and for C. B. 
Darrall for member of Congress, who were thus driven nv/ay without 
being permitted to vote. 



John Shields states, on oath, that he is a registered voter of the 
parish of East Baton Rouge; that on November 3, 1868, he went to 
the polls to vote for Grant and Colfax for President and Vice Presi- 
dent, and for C. B. Darrall for member of Congress, for the Third 
District; when he arrived near the poll, Assistant City Marshal Weiss 
said, he must show his ticket Weiss being an officer, he showed hinx 
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lu8 ticket; Weiss then took his ticket from him, tore it up and tlii^ew 
it on the floor; a policeman who stood by, handed him a Democratic 
ticket, and told him to vote it, but he refused; he tried again to vote, 
when one of the policemen offered him fifty cents not to do so, and 
I when he insisted on voting, his ticket was taken away and tbrn as 
^ before; he then procured two Republican tickets, and advanced 
: again; while waiting his turn to vote a large man (whose name he 
does not know) came out upon the steps, with a pistol in his hand, 
and called out, *'fall in, fall in here, men; fall in line;" aline of white 
men was at once formed in front of and facing the door, with revol- 
vers drawn; deponent believes that more than fifty men were in said 
line. These men then drove the colored voters from the polls, in 
confusion, almost creating a panic; witness saw no arms in posses- 
sion of the ccl^jred men, nor any indication of distur'bance on their 
part; most of the Republican voters then retired from the polls, not 
again attempting to vote; deponent is satisfied that his life was in 
danger if he persisted in voting the Republican ticket, and he did 
not therefore again attempt to vote. 



The following appeared in the New Orleans Bee, of December 124 
1868: 

WARNING TO CxVRPET BAGOEpS. 

The Mayor of Baton Rouge publishes the following notice to the 
supervisors of registration for that parish, which they would do well 
to heed. It applies to some others as well : 

Mayob's Office, City of Baton Rouge, ) 

December 7, 1868. ) 

Whereas, In the report of WiUiam Baker, Chairman of the Board 
of Supervisors, to Governor Warmoth, on the late election, as pub- 
lished in the New Orleans Republican of the first inst., there is a state- 
ment touching the conduct of the officials and citizens of Baton 
Rouge, utterly false and malicious and mischievous in its design; 
and whereas, the author of this statement claims to derive his infor- 
mation or opinion from a subjoined and printed communication from 
the supervisors of this parish, I hereby make known to as many of 
those supervisors as have signed said document or lent themselves 
to the work of maligning this community, and also to their aiders 
and abettors, who have famished the data upon which this falsehood 
is based, that they owe their present immunity here in some measure 
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ki least, to the efiforts which the officials of this plftce haVe made in 
the interests of peace, and to such protection to their persons as we 
have from time to time afforded them. 

As the protection of the law and the forbearance of the comma- 
nity are appreciated in no other way by these persons than as & 
license for the perfidy and misrepresentation, I am compelled to say 
that while my oath of office, and I believe an ever present sense oi^ 
duty, induces me to extend to all inhabitants and sojourners in th^ 
city the protection of the law. I shall for the future regard thes^ 
miscreants as dangerous to the public peace and unworthy of publico 
confidence. 

That while we are bound and willing to throw around them th^ 
segis of the law, their oft repeated and gross insults upon the citizens 
of Baton Rouge, render more and more difficult the duty of saTing* 
them from the just indignation of the subjects of their vituperation 
and abuse. They, as well as Mr. Baker and the Governor, knovr 
that in this instance we have been misrepresented. 

Given under my hand and seal of office, the date above written. 
(Signed) J. E. ELAM, Mayor. 



BATON EOTTGE — SUMMABY. 



Number men maltreated — 4 

Number illegally deprived of their rights to vote, Nov. 3, 1868. . .2'^^^ 
Number prevented from registering, although entitted to do so. . 
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^ARISH OF ST. LANDRY. 
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M. N. Fri.bie, under oath, states as follows: 

"In the spring of 1868, 1 was speaking in the parishes of St. Mary, 
St Landry and Lafayette, in behalf of the ticket headed by Judge 
Taliaferro and Dumas, but for the Constitution also. In my inter- 
coarse with the citizens of these parishes, I was informed by parties 
of their plans and purposes, in the conduct of this and future elec- 
tions. Among other things, I was told of their contemplated frauds 
upon the ballot box in the then coming election, and the particular 
manner in which said frauds were lobe perpetrated; but what sur- 
prised me most was the general intention, as openly expressed to me 
by various parties in all of those parishes, to secure political control 
and predominancy by any means and at any cost, even to the sacri- 
ficing of all the leaders of the EepubUcan party in those parishes; 
the only reason for not doing it then was the effect it might have 
upon the public mind of the North, endangering the sncccess they so 
ardently desired in the coming Presidential election, but after that 
they would have control of the negroes at any cost, placing great em- 
phasis upon these words, and looking very wise and knowing while 
speaking. Some two months since or more, witness had occasion to 
prosecute a colored man for the crime of perjury, who committed the 
crime, as witness believes, incited thereto by persons professing to b© 
Democrats, and known to be malicious towards Northern men when 
not known to be Democrats. The case was made so clear after inves- 
tigation and arguments by able lawyers that a Democratic judge was 
obliged to send him down for trial. A very few days af i erwards Judge 
Abell and C. H. Luzenburg, (Democratic judge and district attor- 
ney), caused a nolle prosequi to be entered and the man discharged, 
and this too without submitting the case to the grand jury, or calling 
for the testimony of the witnesses who were responsible par ies and 
easily found. Nor could it be ascertained after careful inquiry, and 
fiom both of the parties above named, that any investigation was had 
farther than to ascertaii^ the politics of tiie parties. This oolored 
XO 
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tiitax, on till) stroot and at colored Democratic clabs, boastecl, oroe- 
clarod he was discharged because he was a Democrat, and mtnea 
was a Republican, and that no radical could do anything to him, no 
matter what ho might do, nor to a::iy other colored man if they woiild 
be good democrats. 'He knew if, for thoy told him so;' meaning 
thereby the Democrats. Witness charged and expects to prove to the 
Legislature, as soon as this election is passed, that the above named 
individuals, for partisan and political mds, did commit malfeasaaoe 
in office by unlawfully discharging a person accused of crime." 



Samuel C. Johnson states, on oith, that he resides in Washington, 
parish of- St. Landry; that or. the twenty-eighth of September, 1868, at 
about 10 o'clock A.M., he was startled by seeing quite an cxcitcraentin 
one of the white schools, the cliiklreii evidently very much frightened, 
were running homo; ho also saw at this time armed wliite men riding 
through the town; ho then left the town for his home about ono mile 
from said town; ho had been there but a short time when he learned 
that they were arresting all the colored men in Washington; he then 
went back to the town, as he heard that the white men had promised 
to protect the colored men in case of a riot; thoy did jjrotect the col- 
ored people Tmtil the riot was over. Colonel Thompson sent word to 
Washington, from Opelousas, to release all the colored men that were 
under guard, and allow them to go home. Witness shortly after loft 
Washington to go to his home; on his way ho saw the body of a col- 
ored man lying in the road; he was shot in the head and neck vrith 
buckshot; witness was informed by Joseph Gradney that more than 
thirty colored men were taken from under guard, in the town of Op- 
elousas, and killed; Gradney also stated that he was compelled to 
join the Democratic party to save his Hfe, and he was then on a Dem- 
ocratic horse, and had a red ribbon tied around his left arm; ho was 
formerly a color bearer in the Republican party; he also told him that 
the white people of Opelousas had killed W. Williams and James 
Pickett, both colored men, simply because they refused to join the 
Democratic party; parties continued visiting witness* house, inquiring 
for him, and he heard of colored people being called out of their 
houses at night and shot; also shot down as they were passing quTT 
etly along the road; he concluded it best to leave, and on the fourth 
of October started for New Orleans 5 he wa» informed that a man 
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^ named Dupr6 killed two colored men on his plantation, because they 

fc had induced the other levborers to go to a barbecue on the twenty- 

p idxth of September. 



H^nry Gardner states, on oath, that he resides in Washington, 
; parish of St. Landry, Louisiana; that he was in said town on the 
; twenty-eighth day of September, 1868. At the time the report of a 
riot in Opelousas was received, all the white residents commenced 
leaving town on horseback, and armed with shotguns for Opelousas; 
about one hundred of them left Washington; he heard nothing 
further until these men returned the same evening; they reported the 
riot over in Opelousas, an(J proceeded to arrest all the colored men in 
Washington; hearing of this, witness left his house and went to a 
neighbor's house to secrete liimseK ; about a half hour after, ten or 
fifteen men came to this house, all armed with double barreled shot 
guns; he hid himself under the house; they seemed to know where he 
was. Mr. Hawkins (the sheriff) and Mr. Aaron Prescott, foimd him 
and ordered him to come out; they started with him to the prison, 
where they had the other colored men under guard; they had gone 
about two blocks, when Mr. Hawkins ordered the company to disperse 
and assemble again at Moundville, about two miles and a half from 
Washington. A young man in the company named Mr. William 
Offiit, said that he "would not go away, and leave a man there to be 
shot down like a dog." Mr. Stagg, one of the company, remarked 
that Mr. Hawkins had charge of the prisoner. Mr. Offut replied that 
he did not hinder him from taking charge of witness, but he was not 
going to leave him to bo shot down Hke a dog; they then took witness 
on to where the other prisoners were and kept him there until the 
next morning. Mr. Aaron Prescott came the next morning and 
ordered all said prisoners to come out on the banquette; he formed 
them in line, and told them that Colonel Thomas had sent him word 
from Opelousas, that everything was quiet, and that he would let 
them go, but if ever anything of the kind occurred again, they could 
consider themselves dead men. Deponent not putting much con- 
fidence in this, did not sleep at home that night; at about twelve 
ipi'clock the same night, a party came to his house looking for him; 
they inquired of his wife for him, and not finding him went away; 
witness went down town again the ne:^t morning, and waf i];ifor»}G4 
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tbat Mr. Hawkins (the sheriff) had said that he had intended to til 
him the night that hj arrjsted him; witness then went to see Xe. 
Hawk.ns, and asked him about the matter; Mr. Hawkins told hm, 
"Yes, it was my full intention to kill you before I took you down 
there; I never intended to take you there, a Hvc man," and added, 
"that all the company aj^'eed to it but one." Witness did not deep 
at home for several nights; these white men came to his house three 
successive nights, looking for him; the third night they entered Ui 
house, and not finding him, went into tlic next house, where depo- 
nent's ss'er lived, and afterward went to her brother-in-law's honse^ 
whom they called out, and shot about a block fi'om his house; the 
first shot on!y wounding him, they fired five or six shots into his body, 
finally killing him; witnoss then left town, and remained hidden in a 
cane field for twelve days, waiting for an opporlimity to escape; 
he fin iFy procured a "dug-out" and succeeded in getting to New 
Orleans. 



Napolcoi Lastraps states, on oath, that he is a resident of Ope- 
lousai, parish of St. Landry; that on Monday, September 28, 1>68, 
bjLWien dx and seven F. M., while on his way Lo the office of the 
"St. Land:y Progress" newspaper, he was stopped by fifteen or 
twenty u:en, one of whom, Mr. Solomon [>a\io, insulted him and said, 
"Se3 what you have done. I have always told you all that it would 
bring something of that kind," and then asked '^whei-e are the rest of 
the Kepublican leaders?" Witness answered that he did not know. 
Davie told him that he beUeved he was lying, as many had done 
already. Witness said that he did not want to have any trouble 
With him whatever, and turned to walk away. After he had pro* 
oeedsd about fifteen or twenty yards he was halted by one of the 
paity above mentioned, who asked him if he had any arms? He 
answered that he had a pistol. The man told him to give it up, that 
he would be responsible for it. A lady was standing in the door of 
her house near by, and witness asked her if she would allow him 
to remain there during the night, as he feared to proceed farther, 
He remained, and at about eleven o'clock a party of thirty or forty 
armed white men came to the hQUse, and knocked at the back doos 
very loudly and rapidly. Witness told them to wait a moment and 
hQ wo\il4 QP^P th^ dopr. AJ^r be h^^l opeijed it, one of the party 
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Valked througli the hall and opened the front door, and admitted 
the President of the " Seymour Knights," Solomon Loeb by name, 
who asked witness if there was any ammunition or arms in the 
house. He answered that he knew nothing about it, being a 
stranger, and only stopping there for the night. The party then 
commenced to search the house, two or three of them trying to 
raise a fuss with witness all the time. In going to search the back 
yard and store room one of them said " make the son of a b — h 
(meaning witness) go into the rooms first with the light, and if any 
one is there concealed, they will fire on him first." 

After completirjg the search there the party went over to the 
" Progress " oflSice, compelling witness to accompany them. When 
they arrived in front of said office they asked witness where the key 
was. He answered that he did not know where it was. The Presi- 
dent of the club, Solomon Loeb, heretofore mentioned, then said 
" We are authorized to go into this house.'* While they were stand- 
ing waiting to get in, said President told witness that if he wantod 
to live in that parish he must join the Democrats, adding, if he did 
not he must leave the parish, or if he remained he would be killed, 
and further advised him, if he wanted to live, to join that party, 
because in this parish "we have a white man's government, and it 
has got to be a white man's government." The party then entered 
gaid office compelling witness to go into each room first with the 
light. Said Loeb was the first man who destroyed any property in 
the office. Loeb then asked witness where Emerson Bentley was. 
He answered that he did not know. Loeb said " we are the men 
that not only talk, but when it comes to taking the gun, we are 
ready to take them." He continued talking insultingly. Soon after- 
wards witness was allowed to go, but was advised to keep hiftiself 
very dose, as this party would do him harm; he followed this advice, 
and the following week went to the parish of St. Martin. While 
there Charles Bell, the Secretary of his club, was killed between 
Breaux Bridge and St. Martin, while trying to make his escape, by a 
party of white men who were stationed there as "pickets," watching 
for the leading Republicans who were endeavoring to escape from 
Opeliiosas. Alter killing Bell, they said " we will now go for the 
other one" (meaning witness), who being advised by his friends of 
his danger immediately returned to Qpclousas. In the parish of Si 
Ifuptin tl}e colored peojpl^ were gompell^d to take an oath to Ifs^ve 
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nothing to do with the Eepublican party, in order to save their live& 
About the twenty-eighth day of October witness left Opelousas mi 
came to New Orleans. 



Beverly Wilson states, on oath, that he lives at Opelonsas, parish of 
St. Landry, Louisiana. On the twenty-sixth of September, 1868, the 
Eepublican party held a public meeting at Opelousas. That on the 
twenty-eighth day of September (3) three white men, armed, named 
Jim Dickson, John Williams, and one Mayo, brother of the druggist, 
went to the Methodist church, where Mi\ Bentley, the editor of the 
St. Landry Progress, was teaching school. Oae of the three guarded 
the doors and the othera went inside, and, approaching Mr. Bentley, 
told him to sign a paper, which he held in his hand, the substance 
of which was a perfect denial of some remarks that Mr. Bentley had 
made in his paper a few weeks before. Mr. Bentley then asked 
him if all the fuss would be done away ^vith, if he would sign the 
paper. The answer was, "We v/ill tell you about that after yoiL 
have signed it." Mr. Bentley then signed the paper. The three men- 
then fell upon him, beating him in a terrible manner with sticks and 
any thing they could lay hands on. One of the party m:ide the re- 
mark, "Let's put our mark on his face;" but tbey did not do it. 
The children then rushed out from the building, terrified, tell- 
ing every one they met that Mr. Bentley was being kilL^d. Many 
of the children living on the edge of town, the news soon spread to 
the adjoining plantations ; the colored people hearing the news 
armed themselves with what they could Liy their hands on, and 
proceeded to Opelousas to protect Mr. Bentley, as he was looked 
upon as the leader of the radical Eepublican party ; but when they 
had reached the edge of town they were met by John Simms and 
Charles Thompson, who told them to go back, as the fuss was all 
over. They went back. Another crowd of colored men from other 
parts of the parish were met by a band of white Democrats. The 
band asked the colored men where they were going. They said, 
they wanted to go into town to protect Mr. Bentley. The white men 
told them to lay down their arms; when one of the colored men said, 
"lam the chief of this band; boys, fire!" which they did, killing 
three horses, but hurt no person. The white men returned the fire, 
killing one colored man dead and wounding two or three others; the 
rest of them were taken prisoners and lodged in the Opelousas jail* 
Tbeyw^ffi ^Iteywa^ds brought before Dr. Thompson, who ordered 
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them to be shot. Sheriff Hays being present, prevailed Upon Bi*. 
Thompson to rescind his order for the time being. The following 
night ten of these colored men were taken out of jail and shot dead, 
and left upon the ground for some two or three days before they 
were buried. They were finally buried in the following manner: 
a hole was dug about a foot deep, laying the bodies therein and 
covering them over with earth ao as to leave some portions of their 
body out of the ground; some had their feet, some their arms, uncov- 
ered, upon which the buzzards were feeding. On the twenty-ninth of Sep- 
tember, 1868, a band of armed white men broke into the office of the 
St. Landry Progress, and took the type and threw it into the middle , 
of the streets; they then broke up the press and aE the furniture that 
they could lay their hands on in the office. There they found the roll 
book containing all the names of members of the Repubhcan clubs in 
the parish. They took the names of all the prominent Republicans 
and went about hunting them up. Those that they could find they 
killed on the spot; others who hid themselves in the swamp and bush 
saw armed white men approaching, burning up their houses and fur- 
nitui-e. As for the number of colored men that were killed, deponent 
cannjot exactly say; but he has been told by respectable white men in 
the parish, that the number cannot be less than (200) two hundred, 
and all those that wanted to have any protection for their lives, were 
told that they must join the Democratic party. During the late regis- 
tration, eveiy colored man belonging to the Democratic party was 
obliged to take his certificate of registration to Mr. Mayo, the drug- 
gist, and leave it with him, which they all did, to the best of witness' 
knowledge and belief. Deponent does not know a colored man that 
did not do it, as they thought that if they did not they would be 
looked upon with suspicion, that is as Radicals, which is equivalent to 
being an escaped murderer in this parish. All the so-called colored 
Democrats were furnished with protection papers by the Central Han- 
cock Club, and were told that no white man would hurt them when 
they showed this paper. This paper was given to almost all the col- 
ored men, and witness' reads as follows: 
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•TROTECTION.'* 

"Opelousas, October 6, 186&. 

'This is to certify tliat Beverly Wilson is a member of the First Cdl> 
ored Hancock Democratic Cub of the First Ward, and is entitled to 
the friendship, confidence and protection of all good Democrata 

"(Signed) LEON MANSO, President 

"Approved, T. L. MACOX, 

''President Democratic Central Committea 
"Approved by Central Ilancock Club, 

"(Signed) VTM H. ELLIS, Secretary. 

"Approved, J. H. OVERTON, 

"President Central Democratic Committee, 

"Parish St. Landry. 
"Approved, J. H. HALSEY, Chairman." 

It is a perfect reign of terror in St. Landry for colored men; they 
are now taunted every day with the expression, "Now where is your 
your protection — the Yankees do not care anythinic about you." De- 
ponent is now li\ing in the city of New Orleans and is trying his best 
to get something to do, as he is afraid to go back, and wishes to 
make enough money to send for his family; he does not know what 
will become of the colored people in that parish if something is 
not done very soon for their protection. The white men disarmed 
all the colored men in the parish before they commenced filing on 
them. 



Emerson Bentley states, on oath, that ho is a native of the State of 
Ohio; that he is in his nineteenth year; that he has resided in Ope- 
lousas, St. Landry parish, La., for the past ten months; t^at for seven 
months he was engaged as English editor of the "St. Landry Progress.'* 

That on Monday morning, September 28, 1868, three white men 
armed with pistols, appeared at the back door of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, used by witness as a school house. At least two 
of them were members of the Seymoui* Knights. 

One of them, named J. K. Dickson, asked witness to step to the 
door, which he declined to do. Dickson said "just as you please, 
sir," and stepping up into the doorway, took from his' pocket a copy of 
the "St Landry Progress" of the twentieth September, 1868, containing 
an account of aBepublican meeting held at Washington, parish of St 
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^ liaiidry, on September 13, 1868, and asked him if he was a^vare that 
» a party of gentlemen on Sunday last, September 13, went to Wash- 
^'> ington armed for self protection, in consequence of speeches that had 
^■, been made in Opelousas radical Ilei)ublican clubs, and reports that 
ti^:? hod been circulated throughout the community that the radicals 
i ' intended to bum the iov;i\ of V/a.shington. " Wo warned you," said 
iccii he "that in case you lied about that aiTair, you could not escape oui* 
I reTenge. Notwithstanding our warnings you have published state- 
"^r ments that are both malicious and false." 

Witness said, "do you moan to say tliat I lied in that report?" 
" Yes sir !" said he, "G — d d — n you, I do;" and stniok witness several 
/ blows with a heavy cane on his shoulders and back. One S. Mayo, 
I lately constable of Opelousas, had at this time gone to the front door. 
When Dickson commenced striking witness, the j)U2)ils commenced 
jumping out of the windows, some of them passed through the 
door where Mayo stood, who pointed hia pistol at tlicm; witness was 
soon entirely alone with these throe meji. Dickson struck liim about 
fifteen times with his cane, oursinj]^ him meanwhile in an outrageous 
manner, calling him a *'d — d rachcfil* dogf Mayo and Jolm 
Williams encouraged him, saying, ''Give it to liim, Dickson; G — d 
d — ^n him, use him up; there are three of us." Dickson then drew 
from his pocket a document whic^h he read to witness; in cifect it 
Was an acknowledgmont that deponent's editorial report of the 
Washington meeting was false and malicious, to l^o signed by hirr) 
as oditor of the Progi-ess; Williams placed a chair at the table and 
saicl: '"Now, G-— d d — n you, sit do^\ii and sign, or we will have satis- 
faction;" witness hesitated to do so, when ^Villiams .said: "Lot's do 
it aright ; let's do it thoroughly," and taking the cane from Dickson, 
8tm.T.ck him a nimilx^r of l)lows; witness asked tliom what jmrt of 
^Q»t editorial report they considered false; Dickson replied "wt do 
not want to talk with you; sign that, or we will use you up ;" 
'jftiiag at their mercy, and feeling that ihoy were about to resort to 
^^c-ti Yome measures, he asked Dickson if they would go away and let 
J^i^iCX alone if ho would sign the the document; he replied "yes; imtil 
y^Xi. lie again;'' witness then signed the paper and they loft. As 
^i^iAUeBS passed out he met a largo crowed of men, principally fiiends, 
"''^tio had come to see about the disturbance; he did not observe that 
M^y of ihem were amied; the children had spread the report 
^i^^^oiigh the town that "they ai-e killing Bcntley;" one of the 
firwt men he met was tlie Deputy Sheriff who inqnii^ what had 
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iiappened; bo tx>ld witness that he could do nothing until heirat 
before a Justice of the Peace, and procured a warrant for the Bmk 
of the parties. B. R Qantt, a member of the Democratic ExecaiifB 
Committee of the parish, advised him to go immediately beforo t 
justice of the peace and mtike affidavit As the streets 
thronged with citizens, witness ad\'isod liis friends to return to 
homes; he afterward mot Judge Qeorgo R King and Dr. Jamei 
Ray, both prominent Domocratfs — Dr. Ilay being a member of the 
Democratic Committee; both expressed tlio desire that this shonU 
be considered merely a " personal affair," and that he should allow 
the law to talvo its course; that there was no necessity of its being 
the cause of a public disturbance; witness told them he should do 
so; and went immediately to the office of Justice D. P. Hill and made 
affidavit against the three parties tliat had assaulted him, and then 
went to the Progress office; on the way he saw numbers of his 
friends collected in groups; he advised them to go immediately to 
their homes, which they did; he saw also armed white men moving 
about town; he then went up stairs in the Progress office and lay 
down, feeling at the time qoitq ill; some of his friends advised wit- 
ness to order the clubs to come immediately to Opelousas and revenge 
the outrage; he told them no, that he had received assurances from 
members of the Democratic Committee that they wished the law to 
be enforced, and that Dr. George Hill had met him and told him to 
go home, that a lawyer would be procured and that he need not* 
trouble himself any further; Dr. Hill is a Democrat. Deponent 
does not know that any word was sent to any Republican clubs^ 
Ordering them to come to Opelousas. About 1 o'clock he heard very 
exciting talk down stairs, and recognized the voice of Dr. Little; hp 
said, in eflfect: "Mr. Donato, you have sent for the clubs to come to 
Opelousas to revenge the whipping of that scoundrel Bentley; a 
party of gentlemen caned him for half an hour and did not give h\rr\ 
half enough, and now you wish to bring men to murder our wives 
and children; we owti this town; this has been going on long enough; 
now see if you can take it.'* At this time some one entered the 
office, and stated that they were fighting down town. A friend came 
to vntness and told him that he must conceal himself; that Dr. 
Little and about twenty armed men were below; they concealed him 
in the loft of a bam in the yard of the Progress office, where he slept ^> 
until about half-past 8 P. M., when he was aroused by voices and 
people walking in the yard; he recognized the voices of members of 



'Seymour Knightd," and heard Solomon Loeb (the President of 
dui)), say: "We are going to loll every man who has been 
in deceiving the freedmen and. trying to create enmity 
Ijetween the races." Men with %hts were searching the bam, men- 
'tioning deponent's name frequently with curses; they came (o the 
door leading to the loft where witness was secreted; it was locked, 
/and not finding the key they proposed to break down the door with 
an axe, when one of them remarked: *'He is not there — there is no 
loft to the bam;" another then said, "Come on, boys; let's go and get 
Fran9ois D*Avy;" they then left after posting sentinels around the 
office and yai'd of the Progress; he hoard numerous parties pass and 
repass, halted by the sentinels; he also heard shots fired. At seven 
o'clock the next morning, a friend came and told In'ro that he must 
leave that place, that they were returning to search for him; that they 
would kill him; that Mi*. Dmmnt, the French editor of the Progress, 
had been killed, and Frangois D'Avy had been shot during the night; 
witness had just left the barn and concealed himself in the weeds of 
a garden in the rear, when a large body of armed men came and 
searched the loft thoroughly; during the day he saw bodies of armed 
white men riding through the town, and heard several shots in 
different parts of the town. Tuesday night, September 29, 1868, 
about ten o'clock, witness heard parties of men passing to and from 
the Progress office, loading a wagon two or three times with material, 
and dumping it into the street and elsewhere; he could not dJBtinguish 
any of the parties as they proceeded in silence, not calling each other 
by name. On Wednesday, they visited the office several times; about 
evening a large number of them came; they appeared to be fixing a 
seat on a wagon; he heard parties say they were going to bum 
Old Bentley; a colored child said ''please don't loll him, he is my 
t^eacher.*' For thirty-three hours deponent had nothing to eat or 
drink; at night he ran across' the prairie to a field, when he was 
pursued by an armed body of white men. On Thursday night, 
assisted by friends, he escaped to the country; on Saturday night 
following, he was surrounded in a gully, but escaped; on Sunday 
night he remained on a plantation about five miles from Opelousas; 
he sent men each day to Opelousas to ascertain the particulars of the 
^sturbance; he heard that prisoners were placed in the jail during 
the day, and at night they were taken out and shot; armed men 
went from house to house sei2ang arms in the possession of colored 
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p^xjple, aiK.1 tliut .every proiniueiit Ik'publicau had been IdDed or 
forced t<j k'livc. Coloi-ed men had to i)ledge themselves to vote iiu 
Doiuocratk liikot or abstain from politicH. Doctors Thompson, litdft 
and 3*lstj'i;^v^\ vnav. Die Iciulers lA tJje wLito men, and ordered promi- 
nent l^'pul)! leans li> ho UiWcu]. Colored iiien were obliged to wear ft 
red ribbon ior protectiv^n. The number estimated as having been 
killed ranged from fifty it.» a Jiuinlred, and some were Tjuite positrre 
that no le.ss than two huii(h'ed were kilUid and woimded. F. Perrodm, 
a deputy sherifi*, was a k:i'.ler oni'jj^' ll'e riotei>i, and gave protection 
papei*s to colored men on condition tliat they would discountenance 
the Republicann and abstain fi'.jin polities. For weeks it was common 
talk that if they eould kill oil* tli«.^ leua -rs of the Republican party 
they could control tlie colored vote. 



Linden E. Bentley btatew, ou oalh, tliat he has been engaged as 
foreman of the St. Landry Progress. On Monday morning, September 
28, 18G8, a colored boy came to the oflieo and told him that armed 
men were at the school house of his brother (Emerson Bentley, editor 
of the Progress), ti'ying to l;ill hiu). He started immediately and 
mot his brother coming toward tlie court house with a crowd of 
colored persons. Ho told wiinetj^ that three men came to the school 
houso and said to liim that ho had been publishing a lying acoonnt 
of a meeting held by the RepubUcans at Washington, Louisiana, in 
which some remarks wore made of "rebel spirit exhibited." These 
three men then commenced beating him with a cane . 

Witness states that his brother then went to the office of Dr. TTill^ 
Justice of the Peace, to make affidavits against said thi'eo men, whose 
names are Mayo, Dickson and WiUiams; witness then returned to 
the Progi'css office, and was soon followed by his brother; shortly 
afterward white men, mounted and armed, came into town from 
every du'ection, and congi'egated near the court house. Armed 
patrols were sent around town to disaiin the negroes. The freedmen 
were also coming into town armed, but witnesf^' brother and others, 
advised them to return to their homes and keep quiet, which most of 
them did. At about twelve o'clock, an aimed and mounted crowd of 
white men, thirty or forty in number, accompanied by ]\Ir. O. H. 
Violett, former agent of the Preedmen's Bureau, came to the Progress 
pffice and demanded to see Messrs. Gustavo and ComeUus Donato. 
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proprietors of said paper), who came iu, and Dr. Little, aching as 
spokesman for the crowd, told them that they (the Messrs. Donato), 
had called in the freedmen, armed for the jmrposo of massacreing 
the women and children of the white people, because Bentley had had 
a caning which he deserved, and that they had sent out couriers to 
tell the freedmen to aim and come to io^vn; that a cornier had been 
captured wbi was on his way to T\'ashington to bring the Republican 
dub at that place to Opelousas armed. • The Messrs. Donato denied 
that they had in any manner tried to incite a riot, or had sent a 
courier to Washington. At tliis juncture a white man came in and 
said: "they are fighting at Hilaire Faille t's," a plantation a short 
distance out of town ; whereupon the crowd mounted and left. De- 
ponent's brother concealed himseK and deponent closed up the office 
and went to John Brown's house where he was boarding. He knew 
nothing of the fight except fi'om report. He heai'd that one white 
man and two or three colored men were killed, and several wounded 
on each side. Ai'med pickets were placed over the town, and persons 
entering or leaving the to\sTi were challenged. Monday- night, at 
about eleven o'clock, a band of fifteen or twenty armed men came to 
the house where witness was staying, and demanded the key of the 
Progress office. Theii' leader, Pat. Ward, had a revolver cocked in 
his hand; he approached the table where dei)onent was sitting, and 
asked^ "are you Bentley's brother?" He iinswcrcd that he was. 
Ward then said: "you are a pretty radical son of a b — h, ain't you?" 
Deponent does not doubt but that he intended to shoot him but for a 
young lady, who placed herself between them, and held his arm. 
Said Ward was drunk at the time. Witness informed this gang that 
he had left the back door of the office open, and that a man named 
Jesse Hutchins was working in the office. After a while the crowd 
left and he saw no more of them; soon after, at about twelve o'clock, he 
heard two shots fired in quick succession, in the direction of the resi- 
dence of Mr. F. J. D'Avy, a leading Ecpublican of the parish; about 
fifteen minutes after this "Mr, D'Axy came running into the house in 
bare feet and shirt sleeves, with his hand on the side of his head — a 
ball had grazed his head, near the ear. Witness saw Mr. D'Avy pass 
the house on his way home the ne:it morning; lio had not been further 
molested. 
On th9 same night above mentioned Mr. Durant, Frr-nch editor of 
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llui ri\ij.;tvrti ilisap[H-:iivvl, siiut w;is nut 8eeu uur heard from unidl 
\\ . .lii.*»I.O. \\!»'i it \\:i-; !v; .>'-!i 1 tlr.:t a cTOwl of T\*liito men took 
liiiii li««iti liiM !u»ii.-.i' into ilu' \\\hh1< ;iiul It is siippixsoil inmxlcred him. 

111-. i».l • .1 * th- III ol l'l:i!'^'i* 

Willi. .1.1 niit.inu.l ;it lu»:iio iiulil Wcvhicsilav uioriim«^; he then 
k«i 111 iLiwii U* ilii- ^\»iiri luuisi, with I'ltiiitiit Ciimp, a fellow workman, 
.iiitl ..l.i.iiiiiil piiiii:^-»iv'ii I'lvm :i:i o\d Lrcutltiuiiii, who seemed to be 
.uhii,; .i^ |»u«\*«t I'.i.iir.ir.il, :.> i^u Il» tho Proj^L'.ss office to get some 
tliilliiii}; III' l'i»'.iti.l ihv i!i:iii*ritil Jestrovetl, tlio prt-s-s broken, and the 
(.\|n. .lUtNwul ulnuit [hv tKK»r uii.l ill thi- sticcts. Hiivmgbcen advised 
111 U-.tiut. ili^|it>tii'ii( .stiU'toil :Lt ten oVluckthat morning on the steamer 
.1 ^i lUin lil\>i*l On tlk' wav dowii Bayou Courtaublean, he saw 
iiliil.-. iiiivii iiiliii'.; ui»»»ut iirnu»il with shot gnus vevolvors. etc. 



Tuiui \iiiH»f:. tliii'ty st^Yi'U yi.'Mi>> of I'.gc, a iv-L^stt-i^J vot^r of the 

p.iii.ili \*\ Ml li»iiiiiry, Louisiana, statt's, on oath, that he was bom in 

K iin.luu.a.i. lamiaianii, and was the slave of one Dr. Thompson's wife's 

lulUvu r.i»Mii» Ihipiv. llti has bucu working a crop of cotton on 

^.\».iuiiuail luuil. noar Washington, in said parish. On the twenty- 

uiulU »l.M of Moptiwnbrr, ISOS, a large force of white iuv.'n, about two 

.-. lUiiut Uiiiidiiut lU 1 1 unibcr, armed with pistols, guns and swords, 

. .^uu ti« iu' j'Ufi* liiijiilinl by onoCamillic Pctrie, sheriff of Washington, 

A Uv MilUii. i'«ii»tiilu rrt^ricott and Yorick Vallard; Caniiilie Petier 

. A, ,i wUiuvw. wUivio UIh tiro anus were; witness rci)Ued that ho did 

'.\.Ai' kk^x . xxhv^ii Ti'tiio ^ialll. **You d — n son of a b — h, you lie, 

. 'v«\» :v*t •ouu*." \\ltnl<^i^i still persisted that he had none, when 

^. .♦ ^» -^^^vK ■ \^*^* *^ *^ "^'*^ **f *^ ^^ ~1^> i^ y^^^ don't go and get them 

,v \ \v^^' ^ •*' .^*'*^' )«iwul iitV;" lie had a sword in his hand at tho 

^a\ tVUiv> iUou wout asvay and returned in a few moments 
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. v\>5^v*^.l t»uni. oiu» of whom was Hemy Clay, President of a 

\ ■ vx;,ju^,\ v'lul', llu> otlior nioufl names were Natchey and 

V* - N X 'H> •*f»i^^^i \\itiu»Hrt for hisiu'ms; witness rephed that he 

^Hk> iiu*:i skvivl that it was a d — d lie, that he did have 

^ SjkvX^ *Vi; -^^ ^l tv* witnesH, "Who gave you the right to 

^v^v^^>«< ^-^.-^i" ^^^' MoMillontlien spoke and said, "You 

, ^ V \\,xkhu\o Uv» riglit to bo working on government 

. y ^ v^>^ >k»<teU>r; if you don't do it, in a few days 

UMi^fo uo reply, and walked away from 
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him. The next night, at half-past eight o'clock, Sheriff I^etrie canl^ 
to witness^ house \«dth ten white men armed, and asked witness' wife 
where he was. She rephed that hfe had gone to the country. Petrie 
then called her a ''black, lying b — h," and said he would put her in 
jail, and thai he would kill witness. They then went away. During 
this time witness was hiding in the bushes, not ten paces from his 
house. Wiii^ess also states, that on the twenty-ninth day of Septem- 
ber, 1868, Paul Lambert and a son of Mr. Achille Duprd, and Pierre 
Gradney, and Sustan Lambert, went to Achille Duprd's plantation 
and took Francois, a colored man, from the field, and asked him for 
his weapons; he replied that he did not have any. Paul Lambert 
then stopped up and calling him a lying son of a b — h, shot him dead. 
They' then went to the house of another colored man on the same 
plantation named Willis Johnson, when Paul Lambert asked him if 
he would vote the Democratic ticket; he replied that he belonged to 
the EepubHcan party. A son of Achille Dupr6, (a boy of fifteen), 
then drew a pistol and shot him (W. Johnson) dead, the ball enter- 
ing just over the right ear. They then left and went to Paul Lam- 
bert's plaL >ition and took a colored man named Wilson Deacon and 
his son a short distance from their house and shot them dead. The 
said Wilson Deacon had voted the Democratic ticket, and witness 
believes that lie was killed so that these white men could get their 
crop of cotton, which was a fine crop. When Mrs. Wilson Deacon 
asked these men why they had killed her husband, they repHed, "by 
order of Dr. Thompson." She then asked them how she was going 
to make a Hving, since they had killed her husband, and they repHed, 
"the best way you can, but you can't take your crop off my land.'' 
Yorick Vallard told witness that if the colored men did not vote the 
Democratic ticket the white people would kiU them off. The colored 
men were obhgod to vote the Democratic ticket or run the risk of 
losing their lives. Witness states that there were about three thou- 
sand colored Republicans in St. Landry parish, but that he does not 
know of one who voted the Eepubhcan ticket. Witness states that 
he has knowledge lof over one hundred and fifty (150) colored men 
who were miurdered during the recent riot last September in this par- 
ish. Witness further states that he saw guards placed over the dead 
bodies so that they might hiaf-mado food for buzzards; they were left 
lying on tte ifiipoi the ground, and in the ditches and swamps. 
About nine o'<^ock in the evening of the twenty-ninth day of Septem- 
ber, witneorwa^ standing about one hundred and fifty feet from the 
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OpelotiSafi feud of tlie Wasliingtou long bridge, when he saw two (rf 
three hundred armed men comiug over the bridge with a colored mtm. 
by the name of Victor Dufau as their prisoner; when they came to 
about thirty feet of tlic bridge, thoy hiilt^d and placed the zc^d TIoLi 
Dufau against some brush by tlie road. A white man, one Captain 
Prescott, of Washington, parish of St. Landry, gave the order to a 
colored man, Natchey, in their party, to load, prime, aim, fire. Said 
Natchey did fire, and killed the said Victor Dufau. A f^ days after 
the riot witness was met by Sheriff retrio, who asked him to be a 
Democrat; witness told him that he could not, as he belonged to the . 
radical part} Said Petiio then said that witness would be a dead 
nigger if he did not vote the Democratic ticket. Witness was fearful 
that the threat would be carried out, and took the first favorable op- • 
portunity to leave the parish, taking to the woods during the day. 



S. A. Miller states, on oath, that since the first day of July, 1865, 
he has been a resident of St. Landrj- parish. State of Louisiana, and 
known as an ex-soldier of the fed(^ral aiiny, and in politics a Kepub- 
lican. Deponent aided the loyal men of the parish to favor recon- 
struction of the State of Louisiana, according to the acts of Congreaft 
And on the seventeenth and eighteenth days of April, 1868, he lent 
an tmfiinching aid to carry oiu* constitution. Was at the polls on tto 
seventeenth and Dightecntli days of April, 1868, and saw an out- 
rageous attempt on the part of the opposers of reconstruction to in' 
timidate the colored men from voting the Republican ticket 

Deponent came to New Orleans in the latter part of July, I86S5 
and on the twenty-ninth day of October, 1868, was employed by Hot^* 
0. B. Darrall, candidate for Congress, to take some tickets to tt^ 
parish of Si Landry for distribution, and work for the election of th-^ 
Bepublican candidates. 

He arrived in Opelousas about four o'clock in the afternoon of Oe-^ 
tober 31, 1868. Mr. Malone, driver of the mail coach, told hirn tha^ 
on arriving in town ho had better go to Colonel Thompson and get a^ 
Democratic certificate of protection, or else his life would be in dan-^ 
ger, as he was known to be a PiepubHcaiL IMr. Malone also advised 
him to go to '*Hayes' Hotel," and then he might not be xgxsh&bied^ 
during the nighi Deponent went to this hotel Mr. Whiiei.one d^ 



89 

i^e {Proprietors, gavb him a room. A few minutes afterwards Mr. 
James G. Hayes, the proprietor, came in and told him that his poHt- 
ical career had been too obnoxious to the people of the parish for him 
to stop at his hotel, unless he could show a certificate of protection 
from the Democratic headquarters, or something to that effect. De- 
ponent left the hotel, and went over to the office of the Freedmen's 
Bureau. While there Mr. Violett, ex-agent of the Frecdmen's Bureau 
for the parish of St. Landry, apj)roached him and said: "god d — n 
you radical son of a b — h, you reported me and had me removed, 
so that you might have that office for your radical pui^poses. About 
that time deponent was handed a letter reading as follows: "Mi*. 
Miller: You must leave town immediately." Signed, " Young Demo- 
crats." Just then a great many people came over to said office, and 
made alL kinds of threats .against him. These men wanted to know 
if he did not know better than to come there when the people were 
so excited, and bring tickets for radical purposes. Many of these 
men were armed with large revolvers. Charles Moss approached 
'deponent with revolver in hand, and told him that he could not see 
the "election through." Deputy Sheriff Perodin, and a man that 
claimed to be one of the town council, came to deponent, the latter 
saying; " Mr. Miller, you must get out of tliis corporation immedi- 
ately." Witness asked him to let him wait until the next morning, 
so that he could take a stage or boat. No, says he, " you must go 
now, as you have come here as a Republican, we cannot keep the 
people down unless you do." Witness then appealed to them as a 
citizen and resident of the parish, to have protection from the civil 
authorities until he reached the Hmits of said parish; he repUed "that 
Deputy Sheriff Perodin would see him safe as far as the corporation 
limits." Witness then started to leave the parish with Captain Dutton, 
A. S. A. C, and the Deputy Sheriff as his guard. As they were on 
the stage road going toward Grand Couteau, and near the town lino, 
deponent saw a great many horsemen coming from town, whom he 
recognized as residents of Opelousas; they all had large revolvers 
hanging on them, and moved on both sides of deponent, forming a 
complete circle around him. Deponent was now some little distance 
from town, when Captain Dutton and the sheriff halted to return home ; 
he then bade them good bye, and asked them if they did not think 
it-was a hard looking chance for him to escape from a crowd of 
horsemen like that? The deputy replied, "you should have known 
better than to hav# come here, when people are so excited." A 
12 
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horseman then came np and said, *'I will take chai'ge of this J 
now." Deponent asked him if he was an officer? He replied '^ 
Deponent then went with this man. On his way threb hoi^sen 
Charles Moss, Gill Cochran and G — , junior, kept close behind d< 
neni Witness called the deputy sheriff's attention to these n 
The deputy admitted that Charles Moss had said to him a short t 
before, that he would kill dej)oncnt, but isiiid that the said Moss 
a low puppy. The deputy sherift* halted these mep and told then 
go back to Opelousas, that they were not following them for any g( 
Cochran rcpHcd that lie was "going H(iuirrel hunting, and he be d 
if he would go home." Just then some colored men were passing 
horseback. Witness tried to hiixj a lioi^se from them at any price, 
these men were afraid to recognize him, although he knew them t 
so he had to content himself on foot. AVitness was now comple 
surrounded by horsemen. The deputy slferiff, Mr. C. C. ITusion, 
dered them to halt, and come to him. After much persuasion on 
part of said deputy, three of these vile wretches came forward, ; 
were ordered by the deputy to go home. They rej)lied, in fact bw 
that they would not; that they had a right to go squirrel hunting, 
told the deputy that he had no business out there. Deponent 
continually passed and repassed by these men; they would hall 
times and allow him to pass, then they would pass him. Depon 
while passing Charles Moss' plantation, which is about three m 
from town, was met by said Moss' broth', r. The deputy sheriff : 
resented this young man to be good and quiet, and said that he wc 
order him to take back those two men that Hvcd in town. The d 
uty gave said order, directing him to take Cocliran and Gnurri 
junior to town. Cochran drew his revcjlver and said, "he be d — i 
he would be taken back." The sheriff made him and G^ — , jiu 
stop there and he went on. After deponent and the deputy shi 
had gone about a quarter of a mile further, the deputy told him \ 
he (the deputy) must go back home (deponent was now about eij 
or ten miles distant from Grand Coutoau), and that he (depone 
must now go into the woods and make his escape the best way he coi 
The deputy promised deponent that lie would watch on the road » 
not to let Charles Moss or any of those town rats go after ^n'm, 
Charles Moss had said previous to deponent's leaving Captain Dutt< 
Company, that he would "kill that radical Miller that night Depoi 
asked the deputy if he would not accompany him as far as GhnmdC 
teau; the deputy rej)lied that he could not* Deponent then procec 
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on his way alone, the Deputy returning to Opelousas. Deponent had 
gone about forty steps, when ho saw Charles Moss coming towards 
him on a gray horse, with his revolver pointed at him. Said Moss 
had just passed the deputy sheriff, and said deputy called upon 
Moss to halt ; Moss not doing so, the sheriff fired at him, and run 
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his horse full speed after him and shot again ; the hoi-se stumbled 
down and tlirew the deputy sheriff into the mud and water. The 
deputy then called out to deponent, teUing him to get out of the way 
the best he could, for if Moss come back on them he could give 
himself nor deponent no protection. Deponent then crept through the 
fence to an adjoining pasture on his hands and knees until he reached 
the middle of it ; he then took the clothes out of his satchel and put 
them inside the bosom of liis shu't, and buttoned up his coat so as to 
hide the white as much a§ possible. Deponent heard mep whistling 
to each other in the woods, and saw Charles Moss running his horse 
as fast as he could toward Opelousas. Deponent crawled h'om the 
pasture into the woods, and had just got into some briers when he 
heard the hoofs of a gieat many horses on the other side of the 
pasture, coming from the du'ection of Opelousas; the moon shining 
brightly, he saw at least forty horsemen together ; they patrolled the 
road ; five of them on horseback passed within forty feet of the brier 
bush where he was hiding ; they went on the other side of the stream. 
Deponent heard the hoofs of horses coming from Opelousas, and 
haard one of the horsemen say, " here is where the d — d radical went 
through the pasture." At this time tliere was a continual arrival of 
horsemen, sometimes two at a time. Deponent remained in the brier 
bush about two lioui-s, and made up his mind to move through the 
picket hne, and moving down toward a little opening, saw Charles 
Mobs sitting about forty yards ahead of him on his gray horse. 
Deponent crawled away from him about three rods into the briers ; he 
then saw a white man with a black mask on his face; his hands were 
white. Deponent made a noise in the bush ; the man in mask raised 
bis gun and took aim, but deponent laid perfectly quiet, hugging the 
ground imtil the man in mask took down his gun ; he then gave a 
low whistle, and deponent saw something moving around from one 
side of the tree to the other about thirty paces from him ; presently 
this figure gave a low whistle, and about two minutes afterward 
some one came to him dressed in a white gown, or something similar, 
and threw something over a limb of the tree about four feet above 
him; it was then about day light, and deponent 3t£Wl;ed in a half run, 
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seeing the person dressed up in the white robe climb up the rope 
until he reached the hmb of the tree which he sat on. Deponent 
stopped, hearing something running down on his left in the brush ; 
he then started again, seeing that they were trying to flank him; 
deponent went to the same pasture from wliich he had made his escape 
first, and weeing some small houses in the distance, went towaid* 
them ; a colored ]uan cried out, " who is there !" Deponent beck* 
oned his hand at him to hush, and then turned back toward the fence, 
and crawled tilong the ditch for a couple of hundred yards, and then 
laid Hat down on his back in said ditch, which was about one foot 
deep ; presently deponent heard a man say, *' have you seen that 
man pass through there?" Some one at the house replied, '*no, 
could you not shoot him ?" The moon was shining on deponent; he 
did not move an inch one way or the other, except when he could 
hear them going through the grass and brik'S a short distance out' 
side of the fence. He lay in the ditch most of the day ; finally the 
men rode off, followed by a pack of dogs, barking. Deponent could 
hear the new volunteers ask the (juestion, if they " had not kiUed 
that d — d white radical yet?" and say, "here is a fresh traoikf 
and then they would run and call tlieir comrades and dogs. Sun- 
day night, as soon as deponent thought it was as dark as it would 
get, ho crawled to the road, crossed it, and entered the plain praide; 
he had proceeded about two hundi-ed yards, when he heard a squad 
of horsemen coming towards him ; they passed on ; deponent kept 
back of all the fields until he got a little beyond Captain Pratt's plan- 
tation, where the large prairie opens ; after going some distance into 
it, deponent, looking back, saw eight or ten horsemen place them- 
selves along where he had already passed ; he moved on, almost out 
of strength. From Saturday morning at nine o'clock, until Monday at 
seven o'clock, deponent only had a bowl of coffee. He is satisfied tzcm 
the determination of the people of St. Landry parish, that a Bepnb- 
Hcan could not Hve there and declare his pohtical sentiments, for if 
he did his Hfe would be in peril and his property stolen. Deponent 
also states, that he was informed by many that colored men were killed 
nightly. And in conclusion, states that ten'orism exists throughout 
the parishes of St. Landry and Lafayette, Louisiana- 



Charles E. Montamat states, on oath, that he was appointed super- 
jor of registration on the third of October, 1868, for the" parish of 
St. Landiy ; that between the twelfth and twentieth of Ootobeir flomA 
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planters came with colored men to the office in numbers of twenty and 
twenty-five in dubs, to receive their certificates of registration ; these 
men worked for these planters; the colored people had badges of 
t Seymour and Blair on then* coats, also badges of red ribbon on their 
I coats. They delivered their certificates of registration to them per- 
sonally. The planters who brought these colored men for their 
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certificates demanded from them their certificates. Through fear 
ihey were obliged to give them up. On the day of election, November 
8, 1868, the colored voters came to the polls to vote; their employers 
came with them and gave them a Democratic ticket and told them to 
vote that ticket. On the first day of November, 1868, one S. A. Miller, 
a Republican, came fi'om New Orleans, for the piupose of distributing 
Bepnblican tickets and voting, as he was a citizen of .that parish. 
Mr. MiUer came to the house where deponent was boarding. Depo- 
nent met him on the gallery and shook hands witli him. Some six 
men followed behind him. Mr. Miller told deponent he came from 
I* the sheriff's house, Mr. Harris, where he had applied for board and 
lodging, it being a boarding house. He was refused. Mr. Miller 
stated that he wanted to see the captain of the Freedmen's Bureau. 
While deponent was talking with Mr. Miller in the captain's office, a 
man named G. Violett called said Miller on the back gallery, where 
gome very abusive language was used to Mr. Miller by the said G. 
[ Violett; this said G. .Violett was discharged from the position as agent 
of the Freedmen's Bureau for interfering in politics. A notice was 
given to Mr. Miller to leave the parish in ten minutes; when he 
^ started to go away, some thuiy men had gathered together on the 
gallery. Mr. Miller seeing so many men around him, asked the 
!, captain to give him protection. The captain replied he had no 
^.. protection, but would accompany him (Mr. Miller) two miles out of 
f town. The captain with the deputy sheriff proceeded with Mr. Miller 
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J two miles out of town where they left him. The planters forced their 
li -]al>orers to vote the Democratic ticket, whether they were willing or 
^ not, by misrepresentation and intimidation. Deponent heard that 

the reason why the Democrats wished Mr. Miller to leave the parish 

was that he was a leader of the Kepulican party. 



John Baptiste Antoine, colored, states, on oath, that he is a resident 
of New Orleans, and a registered voter in said city; that on or about 



the twentj'-sevcntli day of October, I8(j8, he went to Opelousas on 
business connected with the Republican party. "NMien he anived at 
Opelousas, a colored man named C'harles Proscott, advised him to 
leave immcdiiitelv: that he was in danj^rr. A white man asked 
witness what he came llicre for? H(; answered that he had come to 
see his friends. Th(? whitt; man tlion asked him if ho was a Repub- 
Hcan or a Democrat? He answered tliat ho was a "Democrat. The 
white man said that was rij^ht, adding' that " even' nifn?or that thev 
found to be a radical thev would kill; that tlu^v would not allow any 
radicals about that place; < ver}' nigji^'cr that would join the Dcmocratio 
party to drive the carpet-bajifgers out of the place would be safe; 
but if they joined with the cai-jiet-baf^j^'crs they would be killed" 
Deponent saw a party of white men take a colored man named 
*'Toney" fi'om his house, and after takin«,' him a short distance, thoy 
shot him in the head and body with buckshot, killing him instantij. 
This occurred about eleven o'clock P. 'M., on October 28, 18G8. Tlie 
oidy provocation was that he was a Republican, and had been heard 
to cheer for Grant and CM)lfax. A day or two previous to the eleetiou 
these white men discovered that deponent was a Republican and a 
discharged Federal soldier. He was informed b}- his colored friends 
that they, said wliito men, were huntmg for him, and they would 
surely kill him, as they never spared a colored Republican who came 
there from the city. Witness managed to escape by hiding in the 
woods until dark, he then rode rapidl}' to BenWck Bay, and arrived 
in New Orleans without further molestation. 

On September 29, 1868, the office of the "St. Landry Progress," a 
RepubHcan newspaper, was destroyed by a crowd of armed men. 



KT. I.AND11Y — SUMMAllY. 



Number killed, positively sworn to 55 

Estimated by different parties and the Democratic papers . . 150 to 200 

Number shot, positively sworn to 4 

Niunber otherwise maltreated, positively sworn to 8 

Remabks. — ^Under the state of lawlessness and intimidation existing 
it has been impossible to procm'o full evidence from this parish. The 
probabilities are that the larger estimates are nearest the tn^th. 



PARISH OF ST. MARY. 
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Josiali Fisk states, on oath, that on the election of Colonel Pope, 
as sheriff of the parish of St. Mary, witness was requested by said 
Pope to go to Franklin, in said parish, to act as his legal adviser. 
Witness was at that time a resident of New Orleans, and practicing 
law in said city. When he arrived at Brashear City, he received a 
message from Colonel Pope, saying that the people had become hostile, 
and had resolved that no Kepubhcan should hold office or have a 
house in the parish ; also advising witness not to bring his family, 
but to go alone, and not let any one know that he knew him (Colonel 
Pope), or was seeking him until he (witness) had secured 'a, house, 
as he would not be able to get one if he did. On witness' arrival at 
Franklin he sent his son to the hotel to secure rooms; he was told 
that they could be accommodated that night, and, if suited, the land- 
lady told him she would let them have any three rooms in the hotel 
that he desired. Witness remained at the hotel that night (Septem- 
ber 1, 1868), and in the morning the landlady informed him that she 
had received orders not to rent any rooms, unless she could rent half 
the house, which would have been about twenty or thirty rooms. After 
a private interview with Colonel Pope and Mr. Eoberts (editor of the 
Attakapas Eegister, who had also been refused a house), witness went 
to the landlady of said hotel, and told her that he would rent the half 
or the whole of the house, if she would rent it. She rephed that she 
had received instructions not to let him have any rooms in her house 
at all. Witness, h&.ving heard of a house to rent back of town, sent 
his son to the agent (one Demortie) with/money to pay the rent in 
advance. Said Demortie inquired who wanted the house, and was 
infonned that Mr. Fisk wanted it. He repHed that ho would not rent 
the house without proper references. Witness then went personally 
to Mr. Demortie, who told him that he wanted some one to vouch for 
him. Witness replied that he kncAv of no one, but would pay the 
rent in advance, to which Demortie replied, " I will tell you plainly, 
I will not rent my house to any but a Democrat, and I ask you plainly 
are you a Democrat or Kcpnblican ?" to which witness repHed, " I am 



taking lid active part in iiolitics at present, but I am a Republic! 
Mr. I^emortie then told liim he could not have the house at any pr 
Witness, however, found a Louse occupied by a widow lady, and ] 
agreed upon the tenns, and olTered the money, when she told 1 
that she would like time to consider and find out about him, for if 
was a Repubhcan she would l)e afraid the Democrats would eit 
kill her or bum her house. So witness could not get this house, 1 
afterwards procm'cd rooms at the liouse of Mr. Baldwin. 

"Witness was informed that the Democrats were pledged to kill 
drive away ever}- Repubhcan ofticor in the parish, and at the requ 
of Colonel I'ope he never appeared- on the streets with him (Coloi 
Pope) except once, and then they were obhged to separate on accot 
of the crowd gathering, liootiug and yelling " here comes Pope, t 
carpet-bagger, and his scalLuvag lawyer." A few hours before t 
murder of Colonel Pope and Judge Chase they were both at the coi 
house. Witness met Judge Cliase jit the door, and spoke to t 
about the threats that had been mad(». Judge Chase told him tl 
one of the a*owd had told him that they liad concluded not to mure 
him (Chase) as he had resided so long in the parish, and being 
planter, but that they would crrtainly kill Colonel Pope and all i 
balance of them. Wliile talking, witness saw three or four m 
directly oi)po.9ite the coiurt house, talking in a violent manner a 
looking threateningly at tlicni. Witness called the judge's attenti 
to these men, and told liim iliat ilioy would kill him. He reptt 
"Yes, I believe they will kill me.** 

Sometime afterward witness was in a room in town, when he : 
ceived notice from men belonging to the Seymoiu* Knights that tl 
would kill him that evening (October IT, 18G8). A man in the ro< 
advised him to leave immediately, which he did as soon as he a 
which direction the " Knights" took, he taking, the opposite dm 
tion, riding rapidly for homo. Witu'-frS i-iinks ho could ident 
several of these men. There are two r<3ads leading from Franklin 
Mr. Baldwin's place, which form a junction before reaching the hoD 
and it was at this junction that tlicy intended to kill witness, 1 
riding rapidly he had just passed this point when the club came i 
but finding they had missed him they returned to Franklin, separ 
ino", and some going to the house of Colonel Pope and some to \ 
house of Jack Moore, a colored man and president of a RepaUu 
club, whom they searched for, but he having gone to a place ab 
fifteen miles distant to spend the night, they did not find him. 
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til© leading colored men had to take to the swamps, liot daring to 
return home until they were assured of protection by the miutary. 
Pickets were stationed on the road so that witness could not get to 
TVanklin from Mr. Baldwin *s place, Se, however, escaped by cross-* 
ing the Tdche and wading through the swamps to Grand Lake and 
taking a skiff to Brashear. He stayed all -night about three miles 
from that place, and was here met by a man named Slack, who told 
him that he could not get to Brashear, as the Democrats had pickets 
out. I'he militaiy anived at Brashear the next morning, and witness 
then finding it safe proceeded. Witness knows nothing concerning 
the murder of Colonel Pope and Judge Chase, except what he has 
learned from his wife and others, and from such information, he states 
that Colonel Pope and Judge Chase wer^ together on the gallery in 
front of Pope's room which was in the rear of the hotel and on the 
second floor. The murderers came along under the gallery softly 
until they reached the stairs, up which they mshed and fired several 
balls into Colonel Popo before he had a chance to rise, when ho 
jiuuped for his room into which he fell dead. Judge Chase struggled 
with them oa the gallery and stairs, they firing at and stabbing him 
during the time. He fell on the bank of the bayou, a few paces 
away. * Previous to this, one evening a man had been stationed at a 
bridge (which witness passed on his way home) for the purpose of 
Iplling witness, but being detained in Franklin later than usual that 
night, the man thought he had missed him and started for town, 
but as witness was riding rapidly toward home he met the man who 
said, "You old scallawag, you are late to-night, but I will get you 
yet,*' and drawing his pistol exclaimed, "Pll give youh — 11 now," and 
fired at witness, but missed him. He then yelled after him that he 
would "jayhawk him yef There never had been a word between 
this man and witness, and no violent language had been used to en- 
gender any ill feeling. He further states that on the eighteenth, the 
day after the murder of Pope and Chase, ho was informed of the 
names of some of the murderers, and wrote out an aflSdavit and writ 
for their arrest, but as the sheriff was dead, and he could have no 
pommimication with the coroner or any constable, he found that iu 
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order to have the parties arrested it would be necessary to deputize 
a colored man to execute the writ. He also had satisfactory proof 
before him that the murderers, assisted by a large number of their 
Democratic friends, were draAvn up in hue of battle, and that they 
had all the streets leading into Franklin picketed and were sending 
13 
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the 'vf^men and children out of town, a» though prepaiing for battla 
He also had proof that secret societies were formed all over the States 
binding themselves by a pledge or oath to kill all the leading Repub- 
licans in the State, and to protect each other at all hazards, and that 
the pledge was acquiesced in and sanctioned by the Democratic parfy 
of this parish. He also had proof that the Democrats had been 
receiving arms and ammunition for several weeks before the murder 
of Colonel Pope and Judge Chase, and that the merchants in Frank- 
Hn had refused to sell powder to RepubHcans. He was satisfied from 
the proofs before him that if he issued the writ, and an attempt was 
made to execute it and arrest the miirderers, it w^oiild bring on a 
regular battle between the Democratic and Republican parties, and 
although the RepubHcans numbered about one thousand the most, 
yet most of them were unarmed, while the Democrats were armed, 
he deemed that the contest would be imequal, and not being willing 
to have unarmed Republicans slaughtered, he refused to give out the 
writ, and has it now in his possession. 



Josiah Fisk further states, on oath, that he is a duly qualified Jus- 
tice of the peace of Ward No. 3 of said parish of St. Mary. Upo^ 
being informed of the murder of Colonel H. H. Pope and Valentine j 
Chase, he wrote an affidavit and a warrant for the arrest of the mTXX- \ 
derers, but he could not get any officer or any other person to attempt 
to serve said waiTant except a colored man, lie ascertained that tb© 
murderers were well armed and drilled, and was satisfied that ai>y 
attempt to arrest them, especially by a colored man, would result i^ 
the death of those making the attempt, and he did not issue the writv 
In connection with Mr. James Baldwin, the founder of the Baldwii^ ^ 
University at Berca, Ohio, and the Honorable John Page, of Jeffer- 
son, who was at Mr. Baldwin's house, he addi-essed a communication 
to the commander of the post at New Iberia, in said parish, stating 
the facts of the murder, and the situation of affairs in Franklin, and 
soliciting aid from him. In a few hoiu's the messenger returned, 
bringing a reply, of which the following is a copy, to mt: 

Headquarters Post of New Iberia, ) 
New Iberia, La., Oct. 18, 1868. j 

Messrs. Fisk, Balcl^win and Page: 

Sms — ^Your note of this date has just been received. In reply I ' 
Would respectfully beg leave to state, that the position in whidi I 
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am placed as a post commander is one which will not bX\.o\% my 
taking any steps in any matter unless it be to assist the civil olftcers 
in keeping the peace. Strict orders have been issued, which pro- 
hibit military commanders from taking any action, unless it bo upon 
requisition from the sheriff to assist in queUing a riot. The case pre- 
sented by you does not come within the scope of my orders. How- 
ever, knowing that this case is a serious one, more so than any tiiat 
lias come to my notice, I shall telegraph to New Orleans for orders. 
[ would be much obliged if you would furnish me with aU the par- 
ticulars of this case, with names of witnesses, in order that I can 
make a full report by letter. 

I am, gentlemen, most respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) STAUNTON WEAVER, 

1st Lt. 20th U. S. I., Commanding the Post. 

Ml*. Fisk then addressed a communication to General Rousseau, of 
^hich the following is a copy, to wit: 

Parish of St. Mary, Oct. 18, 1868. 
"Major General RouHseau, CoinmuiiiUug the Depiirtinent of the Giilf : 

Dear Sir — ^The undersigned respectfully represents that a mob 
went to the room occupied by Colonel H. H. Pope, in the town of 
rranklin and parish of St. Mary, and killed him and Valentine Chase. 
Colonel H. H. Pope was the sheriff, and Valentine Chase was the 
parish judge. The coroner elect has failed *to qualify, which leaves a 
justice of the peace the highest officer in the parish. The mob is 
TBumed and bids defiance to the civil authorities. I am a justice of 
the peace of said parish, and respectfully soHcit youi' aid in furnishing 
troops to assist the civil authorities in dispersing said mob and in 
arresting the murderers, and preventing the town of Franklin from 
being burned. Yours, respectfully, 

(Signed) JOSIAH FISK, 

Justice of the Peace Third Ward parish of Si Mary. 

Being satisfied that it was not safe to remain longer in that parish, 
witness came to New Orleans; upon his arrival General Rousseau 
sent for him and made inquiries as to the situation of affairs in 
Franklin, and wound up the interview by stating that ho was satisfied 
that we ought to have two companies sent to Franklin, but that de- 
ponent must call on hijn through the goven^or. Deponent then 
addressed a communication to the governor, of which the following 
is a copy, to wit: 
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• St. Mary Parish, October 20, 1868. 

To His Excwlleucy H. C. Wuiiuotb, Govenior of Louisiann: 

A mob in Franklin, parish of St. Mary, on the night of the sevt 

teenth of October, 18G8, went to tlie room occupied by Colonel H. 

Pope, sheriff of said paiish, and in cold blood, without any words 

quan*el, shot and killed him, and also killed Valentine Chase, pai* 

judge of said parisli. The coroner vhct of said parish has not qui 

fied, which leaves a justice of th(i peace the highest ci-sol officer in 

parish. As I am a justice of the x^^-ace of said parish, and as s 

mob is now armed and bidding defiance to the civil authorities, i 

as the civil authorities here ure unable to disperse said mob or an 

the mm'derers, I deem it my duty to call on you for assistance 

arresting the murderers and in dispersing said mob, and to rest 

peace and quiet. Youi*s, etc , 

JOSIAII riSK 

Witness wi'ote a connmuiication, of which the following is a co 
to wit: 

pARir^H OF St. Mauv, Novcmber 5, 18K 

To His Excellency H. C. Warmoth, Governor of Louisiana: 

The undersigned most respectfully represents, that on the sev 
teenth day of October, 1868, a mob went to the residence of Cole 
H. H. Pope, in Franklin, parish of St. ^larj', and killed him aiid 1 
entine Chase. On the night of the twenty-eighth of the same moi 
a mob, composed in part of the same persons, went to the plantai 
of Mr. James Baldwin, near Franklin, and tore down the doois of 
cabins and drove aU the colored people from the plantation. Won 
with Httle children in their arms, had to leave then* homes, and hidi 
the woods and swamp, to save then* lives. They then broke down 
gate that led into the yard inclosing Mr. Baldwin's residence, i 
tried to get into^his house, but failed. They left with curses, thr 
ening to return again. From the violence and threats used, 
Baldwin did not deem it safe for him or his family to remain th 
They left the plantation, and a largo crop of sugar cane. The i 
excuse they gave for murdering Colonel Pope and Judge Chase, 
because they had the presumption to hold office, one as sheriff 
the other as joarish judge, under the constitution adopted under 
reconstraction acts. The only reason they had for wanting to i 
der Mr. Baldwin and his family, was because Mr. Baldwin 
donated twenty thousand dollars toward the building of aa ixis 
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1 for the edue:ition of "niggers.*' Tlit- iiiurJeroi-s i\ro :\t lurgo, 

i bid defiance to the civil autbontios. Tbev Ivn-o killed or run 

ery officer fi'om the parish that hoKi c-dico umlor rho prosont i\mi- 

itntion, except mjsolf, and they thrv.-:\toH.-to kill :i\o it I is-;uoa writ 

r their arrest. Xeiirly all the white nicui who would not join in ihe 

inspiracT against the new St uto gowrume'nir r.nvl ;dl iho ioadiiJi;' 

^lored men have been killed, or to save tlioir live^. ^ave havl io lloi^ 

com the pai'ish. When the wlnto mob appears at ihe.n.^r-' iiu:irlvn*s 

f thev do not rim tliev are accused of ineitimv a riot, ;i!Ui :uv sluit 

loim without nierev; if thev run and hide to save tholL-JivvS- th<^^ 

*x^ branded as cowards. A great number, both \shite and v;aicv:%\l, 

^Te now refugees, and diu-e not retimi to their homes. In ^ ^u^i;ler>. 

ationof the above facts, I most resptn^tfuUy soUoit your aid as the 

Qxecativo officer of the State, in procuring ti\x>ps from llie I'riited 

States Government, to aid the civil authorities of this ]>arl>ii iw ixr- 

resting the murderers and in bringing them to trial. 

Yours n\^j)ect fall v, 
(Signed) JOSIAK Flsiv. 

tTustico of the Peaee, Third Wavvl, parish of ^i 3[jiyy. 

Witness had proof from "Mv. ]^aldwin, his wife and daughter, and 
others, of the truth of every fact stated in said conunnnication.. The 
Mr. J. Baldwui who was driven from liis plantation, as stalvvl in said 
communication, is an aged man between sixty and seventy, and ilu^ 
man who founded the Biildwin University at Bcrea, Ohio, lie do- 
nated one hundred and fifty thousand dolhirs for the "LTnivcrsity at 
Boi , and had donated twenty thousand dollars tovrards building an 
-"•'iitution of learning on the plantation near Frankhn, from wliieh 
ho and his family were driven. Ho had also made a standhig propo- 
sition, pledging hnnself (in addition to the tvronty thousjind dolhirs) 
to give as many dollars as the Methodist church or any person would 
give, for the benefit of said institution. Ten thousand dollars had 

also been given by IVIr. B , from France, and twenty thousand had 

been given by individuals, mostly residing in Northern States, to pur- 
chase the plantation adjoining IMi'. Baldwin's for an orphans' honi(». 
The plantation had been purchased and a largci brick building com 
menced. The walls of the front building wore up, the roof on, an* 
they were about commencing to plaster it when Colonel l\)p(! wr 
k^ killed. In consequence of the excitement, and threats iniwlo, tl 
hands all quit work, and the building was deserted. The mob v 
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knowledgcd that tliej made a ehiu*go ou the aHylum the uight that 
they made the attack on 3Ir. ^Idwin, but found no one there. 



• • • • 



ISIrs. VaBhti H. Fisk Isftitt-S, on oath, that .shu was at the house of 
Mr. John BaldwiuJ•llea^PrankHn, St. ^lan- pai-L<$h, LoiiLsiana, on the 
night of the twi55j^-«ighth of Octol3er, 18G8, when she heard the firing 

of guns and-plsitols about the negro quarters; shortly after a mob or 

• • • 

company^^f men came upon the gallery of the house and kicked at 

the^^bdcand called Mi*. Baldwin several times. Mr. Baldwin, who 

• • • • * 
w^^-^Tten in bed, asked them what they wanted. They replied that 

•"tti^y wanted him to come out; they wanted to talk with him. He 

/*•/•. told them to come in the morning if they wanted to see him. They 

•. * then said they wanted some coffee. ]\tr. B. replied that his daughter 

and her child were sick, and could not make coffee. They replied that 

they would be back in an hour and would have coffee, or they would 

take possession of the place. They swore and talked in an angry 

and rough manner. After they left, the doors wore l^arricaded with 

trunks, lounges, boxes, etc. On returning they tried to open the door, 

but failing, they left. In the morning, finding the gate broken down, 

the doors of the negro shanties knocked down and flie negroes 

driven away, and deeming it unsafe to remain, witness, in company 

with Mr. Baldwin's family, consisting of Mr. Baldwin, his daughter 

and her child, packed up what they could carry of theii' clothes and 

went to the bank of the Teche, where they stayed till the morning of 

the thirtieth of October, when a boat coming down, they got on board 

and came to New Orleans, leaving the furniture at the house . Mr. 

Baldwin's daughter had been veiy sick. 



Prince Davis states, on oath, that he is a resident of l*^ranklin, par- 
ish of St. Mary; that on the evening of October 17, 18G8, he was in 
the club room when several persons came to the house, and one of 
them, named Thomas Gorda, looked in the room and then returned 
to the crowd and said something to them; they then hallooed "hurrah 
for Pope, the d — d son of a b — h." The crowd then left and went to 
the tavern where Colonel Pope was; a short time after they left, wit- 
ness heard the report of pistols at the tavern, and soon after left the 
club yoom and started to go home; at the comer near his house 
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he overtook two colored men, one named Morris. While speaking 
ynih them, Fred Gates, Dan Caffrey, George Gravenburg and some 
other white men came along and said, "who is that?" Morris 
replied, "it is the old man Morris," when Caffirey said, "we have 
killed Pope and Chase; is that anything to you?" Morris said *'no." 
They then inquii-ed for Wash WiUiams's house. Morris warned 
WilHams that they were after him, and he left. 



John Fields states, on oath, that he has been a resident of St. 
Mary parish since November, 1865. At the Constitutional election 
held in April, 1868, he was elected justice of the peace for the foui'th 
ward. On the eleventh day of March, 1868, he pui'chased a horse 
Erom James Cook, and paid for the same; he rode said horse through 
Pattersonville, Franklin and Jenerette, electioneering and attending 
Republican club meetings; after it was ascertained that he was 
elected, he was accused of stealing said horse, arrested and put in 
jail without any tiial. He offered A. J. Kosencrans, C. B. Darrall 
and Colonel H. H. Pope as security for his appearance to answer 
said charge which was refused. He was still confined in the parish 
I ail, in the town of Franklin, on the seventeenth day of October, 
1868, when Colonel H. H. Pope, sheriff, and Valentine Chase, parish 
|udge, we:re mui^dered. The jail is situated directly opposite to the 
tavern where the above murders were committed. Deponent heai-d 
the report of pistols, and immediately afterwards the crowd came 
ininning from the tavern to the jail. They came near to the window 
of the cell where deponent was confined, and one of the crowd 
Jremarked to the others, " Wc have killed Pope and Chase, and we 
liad better now kill the negro justice of the peace.'' Some one 
replied, "AVc had better go in.'' One remarked "If we go in he will 
cripple some of us, so that they will find us out." The reply was, 
**We were in there the other day and searched the cell, he has 
nothing to cripple us with." Another said, "If that negro hits you 
^vith his fist, there will not be much more left of you." One said to 
another, "Come^ let me hold you up, and you shoot him through the 
\vindow. He rephed, "No; he might jerk the pistol out of my hand 
and shoot me before you could let me down." The reply was, "We 
have got him where we want him. If Grant and Colfax are elected 
we will go in and kill him while Kramer, the jailor, is Sweeping out 



lu-t 

the jail. It ScymoiU' and Blaii* are elected, we will take him out ftnd 
tie him to a stake and shoot him and let liis friends see him. Come, 
let s go and kill Jack Moore and Wash WiUiams. We must let none 
escape." The question was then asked, "Where does Fisk stay?" 
The reply was, "He stays at the Baldwin place." The remark then 
was, "If we cannot get him to-night we will get him some other 
time." Deponent Ipiows three of the persons engaged in the abore 
conversation personally. Some of the dthers he knows by reputation, 
ha"\ang heard tiieir names caUod. Deponent was arrested and put in 
jail in Franldin, on Saturday, the week after the election in April, 
18G8, and remained there the latter part of Jime, when he, together 
with throe others confined in the same ceU, not liking the fare verr 
much, found means of making then* escape. Deponent remained out 
of jail mitil the latter part of August, when he was advised by Colonel 
Pope (ill consequence of the pohtical excitement and threats which 
had been made against deponent and other Repubhcans) to gi . 
himself up and be put back in j:iil. lie gave himself up ul 1- ^ '^ 
promise from Colonel Poj)e that he would help him to get out in a 
short time on l^ail. Daring the time the deponent was out he was in 
dirfgTiise at night and fi'cqucntly dressed in women's clothes, and 1 
passed among ihe Democrats and saw their signs and heard their 
pass-words and tlu'cats against the Repubhcan partj', and agamst 
particular members of that party whom they named. Deponent is 
able to give some of the signs and pass-words. They pledged them* 
selves to let none escape except such as vrould take an oath io sup- 
poi-t Seymour and Bhiir. Dor>oncnt heard them mention the names 
of several EepubHcans that they intended to kill, among which were 
those of Pope and Chase. The club known there as the " Seymonr 
Knights" were pledged to sustain each other at all hazards, and if one 
happened to be an-estcd they were pledged to assist him, and if ne- 
cessar}', in order to clear him of a charge, they were to swear that he 
was not in the place where the offense was alleged to have been com- 
mitted, or ain-thiiig else thfii was necessary to get him clear. 



The following extract fi'om the Cincinnati Gazette, containing a 
brief memoir of Judge Chase, and a letter fi*om him to the Honorable' 
L. D. Cami)bell, are here inserted: 



[Speeial Correspondence df the Cincinnati Grazette.] 

Hamilton, Ohio, October 23, 1868; 

The people of this community are deeply affected by the announce- 
ment first made, that one of their former fellow citizens, Judge Val- 
entine Chase, was murdered by rebels in St. Mary parish, Louisiana, 
on the night of the seventeenth ultimo, Mr. fJhase was a native of 
this county, and at one time represented this and Preble counties in 
the State Senate. He was a graduate of Miami University, and for 
some years practiced law in this city. In 1851 he was a prominent 
candidate of the Democracy of this coxmty for the office of Lieutenant 
Gk)vemor. About six years after that he married a lady in Brashear 
City, Louisiana, where he shortly afterward took up his residence. 
He resided there until the war broke out in 1861, when his Union 
sentiments made him an object of rebel wrath, and he was driven 
out of the State. Coming back to this city, effectually cured of his 
Democratic proclivities, he at once took active part in the Union 
cause as editor of the Hamilton Telegraph. As sufficient evidence 
of his peaceable and conservative character, I may state that the 
proprietors of the TelegTaph at one time threatened to discharge him 
because he would not resent personal assaults. At the close of the 
war he returned to Brashear City, and w^as elected parish judge by 
the Union party — a crime for which he forfeited his life. The fol- 
lowing letter, written by him to the Honorable L. D. Campbell, just a 
fortnight before bis assassination, will be read with painful interest, 
as the testimony of one who was standing on the brink of death and, 
as it were, prophesying his own sad fate. His death is the best evi- 
dence that the prediction he makes with regard to the purpose of the 
Soutliern rebels in the case Seymour and Blak are elected, is well 
founded: 

IxcLEwooD PiANTATloK, September 3, 1868. 

Hon. L. D. Campbell: 

It is with deep feelings of anxiety that I address you this note of 
inquiry. Are we rushing headlong into another revolution ? The 
inquiry may surprise you if you are a stranger to the wild fury 
which is hurling this community into a state of anarchy, and is 
inaugurating a reign of terror similar to that of 1861. The leaders 
are becoming bold, and openly avow their intention to murder all 
the newly elected State and parish officers, or drive them from the 
14 



Staie* Mexico is often alluded to as a sample of what we are coinirig 
to. They look to the Democracy of the North to support them. 
You are there; tell me, are these hopes baseless, or well founded? 
What stand do the conservative I^nion men of the North take? 
Whom do they support, and what are the prospects for Seymour and 
Grant? For on this issue depends, in my judgment, the esctent to 
which this insurrection shall be carried. That it will be inaugurated 
I have no doubt. Tfrnv U an extimsivr aeei'ct organization pledged to U. 
It is claimed this Qrganization extends from Maine to the Rio Grande. 
If Seymour should bo elected they expect, from the principles 
announced in General Blair's letter, tliat he will aid them in the 
overthrow of all the State governments South. And even should he 
fail, they will try it, and thus throw the country into a state of 
anarchy. If the Democracy of the North assist them as a party, it 
will be extensive; and God help the coimtry. If it shall be confined 
to this section, blood will flow for a while, but a timely interposition 
of the army will suj;)press it. Give me your views. I know that you 
are always looking ahead, and I know that you arc in confidence vn&. 
the present administration, and can give me some assurance of the 
prospect that lies before it of preventing this great calamity. These 
insurrectionists think that because President Johnson was opposed 
to the reconstruction acts, he will bo slow to check their overthrow 
by Tiolence. I hope this is not the case. I beheve he has been 
persecuted, but still I beheve he will not be untnie to his country for 
the purpose of avenging himself on a party. 

•Please let me hear from you soon, and direct your letter to Mrs. 
Thomas J. Cocke, for if directed to me I should probably nevei- get 
it. The bitterest rebels have free access to the postoffice here, and it 
is beHeved are playing their old game. 

My regards to your family and all oui' friends. 

With great esteem, I remain, yoiu-s, &c., 

V. CHASE. 



The following are extracts from the " Planters' Banner" of October 
10, 1868, and are inserted as illustrative of the pubUc sentiment 
which preceded these murders: 



"Where are tlie carpet-baggei*s of St. Laiidry? They ore where 
the carpet-baggers of St. Mary will be one of these days. * * * 
The recent disaster of the radicals in St. Landry, and the dwindling 
of loyal league clul^s in the parish, have had a temble e&^'cX '.n the 
little rat Pope. He looks on the streets as though he liad been 
chawed up by a terrier. He has a complication of diseases — liis liver 
don't act, he has the colic, the toothache and the yellow jaundice, 
and don't feel very well hiiftself. If he dies, the shell of an EngHsh 
wahiut would make a good sai'cophagus in which to convey his pre- 
cious remains to his Northern friends, or if he is to be buiied on 
Southern soil, as he lias no '* forty acres" of his own in which to be 
buried, he should be put in a pair of oyster shells and buried at low 
water mark where the tide ebbs and flows twice in twenty-four hours." 

j|j jjs s|c i}s ;ii i}i il* 5{< ',•*!* 51^ 'P 'K ^ H^ 3(* 

Speaking of a Repubhean meeting held near* Franklin, a few days 
previously, it says: "That was Pope's funeral procession, and the 
funeral procession of the radical party in St. Mary. * * * * 
"Blank certificates will be prepared, and every colored person who 
votes the Democratic ticket in November, in St. Mary, will have one 
of these certificates filled and duly signed, as a proof that he is in 
harmony with the white people of the country, and it will entitle h\rt\ 
always after to be considered the friend of the white man and entitled 
to the white man's friendship and protection. Those colored people 
who stick to the caipet-baggers till after the election will have the 
door shut in their faces. They will be too late." ***** 



The "Planters' Banner" also pubUshed the following in reference to 
these murders: 

"Since the shocking events of the night of the seventeenth, all 
parts of our parish have been dihgently patrolled by armed police 
every night. Most of the negroes now show a disposition to vote the 
Democratic ticket and Hve on friendly terms mth the white people of 
the parish. Many say they do not intend to go to the polls or to vote 
next Tuesday, but will work in the field all day." * * * * 

"The bloody event of last Saturday night we fear is but the prelude 
to bloody events all over the South. It is the foretaste of an irre- 
pressible conflict between radical office holders and the people of the 
South, which we fear it will be impossible for conservative men \o 
restrain." 
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The Times has the following atrocious sentiment refening to 
murder pf Colonel Pope: 

"The homicide of certain persons, who have been installed ex( 
sively by the votes of the negroes and a few white strangers and oi 
casts, in highly responsible judicial offices in the country, are due 
the exasperation produced by a system of oppression, wrong, insi~ J4 
and spoliation, which were never exercised toward a brave and sp^-T*- 
ited people without producing like results." 

In connection with this horrible outrage, the Crescent made tR^ 
following comment: 

" An indication of the terrible and irretrievable failui-e of the radi- 
cal scheme of reconstruction." 

The remains of Colonel Pope were brought by his fiiends to New 
Orleans, where a large concourse of ex-army and navy soldiers and 
citizens, and the following officers of the United States army: Gen- 
erals Bousseau, Ayres, Hatch, Buchanan, Neill, Tompkins and Beck- 
with; Colonels Keeler, Eussell and McClure, and Captains Baldy, 
Burbank and Major Hutchins, escorted them to the boat which was 
to bear them to his former home. 

The following resolutions were adopted by a meeting of ex-army 
and navy soldiers: 

We, the ex-soldiers and sailors, late of the United States army, and 
many residing in the State of Louisiana, have learned of the assassi- 
nation of Colonel Henry H. Pope, at Franklin, in the parish of St. 
Mary, with astonishment and horror. "Were this an isolated case of 
brutal and cowardly murder, it might be passed over as one of those 
atrocities which might, and occasionally does, occur in any country 
or community, but when it constitutes only one instance of a long 
series of similar outrages actually perpetrated, and in conformity to 
the threatened designs of extended organizations, whose cardinal 
principles seem to be violence and bloodshed committed upon indi- 
viduals, solely for political opinions, the occurrence becomes one 
which should excite alarm in the bosoms of aU good citizens, and 
should arouse every lover of civilization and peace to the most deter- 
mined efforts, in arresting and bringing to condign punishment 
those who participated in, or give countenance to these crimes against 
the peace and dignity of the State, and against the sacred rights of 
humanity. That our united opinion may stand publicly recorded, we 
do therefore concur in the passage of the following resolutions: 
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Retalved, That we shall ever ro^ei::l»ortho g^c»0;l qualities 4\f C\%luncl 
Hemy BL Pope as a soldier and a citirtTi. aud iiov pTwlaii^i to the 
that in both cajyar:^tit'5 he bcre hiniself a$ bi^oaiiio an Aiiic^rioaTi 



That Vt ec^iidole Trit!i Li>. widow :^iid all his fjisniix 
frJAnAa, ajjd assure them thai our hc-:ir:s aiv liijM xv iih. th*'^ v.iv'jjst 
pcMgnant gnei for their irropnr.iblo Iosn. 

Be&citxd^ Thai we feel that in the f:ill of o::r Into o.'r.-i-iidc in «mis 
reoogm^e that the cowardly haiid of tho i^^s^a^sdn is m-siv^ A^iiist 

all, and tiiat we are called upon to iv.eot iho i.Tiitiv:^n<\ xvitii iho 
patriotism and courage wluch :uiiinat<\l ;i$ in iroiii^:" foi-^h st^\on 
ago to meet the armed enemies of oiir oour.t.n\ 

B^olved^ That we assert and shall niaint:un oVir t\cht to Vov in 
ibis coontrr and to have our opinions: to ox}m\ ss and x-olo thctn on 
an •occasions foeelv, on the geneiul groiind that wo a:v c;:.irons of tho 
United States, and on the special ground tha: wo haw a^st<\i iix 
beaiing the flag of cur countrr in vIv*to:y froni tho Volo:n;^o t\^ tho 
Bio Grande 

Besolved, That we appe:il to tlio irv>voxn;nont of tho Vuit<\l S^^tos 
whose honor we have uuiintaiuod np;.>:"\ r.uiuy a sjr.i^c'^'^^^^axA t;o\;. <\^v 
protection in our persons and pro].vrt\\ and in tho fiw o\-oro;:s»<^ of 
our political rights as men and Amorioans. 

Belied, That we appeal to tlio Gt^noral oonimandii\*i tl.o Init^J 
States forces in this Slate to xise the ti\x>]L^ of his ivn\;n;vnvi lo hi^i; 
utmost ability, to give security to his h^to cojnnxdos in avn\Ss ?M\d t\> 
affinrd them safety in loving and advo^*ating tlio prinoipU^s of j\x?^ioi> 
and the sacred cause of our common country. * ^ a * 

The Republican has the following n^mavks u^hmi tho iWN^sivM^ : 

* * * "It ^vns an occasion of the div^H^st solon\nit v anvl i^rioC 
In the presence of such a profound aAliotion, }v\rty spirit \\t^:s n^olt^tnl 
into patriotism, and minor difficulties sunk in the ^wolleotiou of tho 
gallant career of the departcil soldier wl^ose hearse stoivl K fou^ us» 
draped with the flag of his country, which he had so noMy vlt^fondiHl/* 

The Planters' Banner thus refers to the destrnelion of n Ke]>nhlioan 
paper: 

" Last Sunday night the radical press and type of ihis plaot^ wen» 
destroyed by the hands of persons at present unknown to the puhlie, 
and the editor and printer left tho next morning on i\\o IVoiioss." 



ST. MAKY — SU>[i[AUY. 



Number of killed, positively sworn to 2 

^.^^mnbw: of maltreated, positively sworn to \\ 
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PARISH OF ST. liKIJNAUP. 
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Major Kinzie Bates, fiist TiutoJ StaTos l*,\:a:\:r\\ :^- ;:\:n's. v^:; 
oath: 

Quesfwn — (By Mr, Campbell) Stato, if vvni |\Ii\>:!k\ ;ul ;hs^ ^»v*5s ir, 
yoor knowledge \iitli regard to the troublos in St Iv r.^arsl *.\ur:^\ vx 
the month of October last: 

Ansicer — On Monday morniujx, tlio twontv-^sixth d,>v ^^f vVli'^lvr 
last, at abont two o'clock in the moniing, \vituo5i$ wa^ a\ivot<\; i\\ tlu^ 
commanding officer of the post at Jaoksau Iv^rmA^ to \\r^\\\M t.'^ :^^o 
court house of the parish of St Bor«:u\l, uith h.x^ Cv>nu\«\\, Cv^ ouo?* 
a not that was said to be going on thoro. and to Iv ^r**^^-*^"^^ **> ^^^^ 
actions by Circular No. % from Hoadqu;\rtoi>^ .lV\\vrtix\o*/,i o{ Loui- 
siaiia. (Deponent does not remojubor tho dat<\^ Ho iu;i:YiU\\ to 
theooiuii house, a distance of sixttvn milos, and ;r.Ti\ov\ tV*o;v ;>lvttt 
8:30 A. M. While there, ho received a !noss;\^v (iw.u >h\ riuMi^;!^ 
Ong, living about two miles distant ivqm\^ti:\g him to oorao to Vol^ 
(Ong's) place, q,s his life was in dju\gtM\ llo plaivd t n^^ht iv.tm\ r^i ;^ 
wagon, and directed tho balance of his comj^uxy tv> follow lun\ on 
foot As he approached Ong's pLivv, ho notiiwl alvut a uo.^^u w'^ito 
men, armed, sitting in front of the g:ito; as ho ivaohod ilio g^ito aln^ut 
sixty mounted men, armed with do\iblo4>ixnvlod :i;hot gnus, o;ur,o tip; 
they had some freedmen prisonora; Mr, Onjr oamo \nit aiul plao^nl 
himself under witness' protection. Witness askod this party what 
their object was, and was informed tliey wore a sliorilY s posso who 
were arresting the supposed miu'doTors of Pablo Filliou, I-oblano* 
the deputy sheiiff, came up and spoke to witness. Witness asked 
him at once to disperse his posse, adding that ho would take cjuv of 
the parish. They then marched over to tho court house with their 
prisoners, and witness saw no more of them. There Avas a very 
bitter feeling existing among these people against ^Ir. Ong. Tho 
sheriff of the parish, whom witness had not seen before, came to him 
and desired to make some arrests. To prevent any further trouble, 
witness furnished him a squad of men under a discreet non-com- 
^-'^Sfiissioned officer; he made some twenty arrests on the diiTerent 
plantations. These men witness took charge of, and fed with rations 



belonging to bis men. After he had estabUshecl a guard at the Cotirt 
house, which he was unable to do before, he placed them in charge d 
the civil authorities of the parish. During that morning a fight 
occurred upon the plantation of General A. L. Lee, some miles 
below, and Dr. Lee, father of General Lee, was taken prisoner by a 
party of Sicilians. "Witness knew nothing of tliis affair until late in 
the afternoon, and having his hands full, he could not divide his 
smaU force of twenty-four (24) men to send a detachment down 
there. That night, however. Dr. Lee was brought up and placed 
under his protection. A large niunber of negroes gathered on Mr. 
Ong's plantation, under the protection of the military authority, 
many of them stating that they were afraid to remain at their homes. 
Witness remained there three days. The parish remaining quiet, he 
was relieved by another company of liis regiment, and then retariied 
to the city. 

A few days afterwards, Brevet Major General Rousseau sent wit- 
ness back to the said parish to make a full investigation, which he 
did as far as the excited state of affau's would permit. He made a 
report to the General on his retui-n, and as far as ho can recollect, the 
following is a synopsis of it: On Sunday, the twenty-jfifth of October, 
1868, there was a Democratic meeting at the court house of St Ber- 
nard parish, composed of the Constitution and other clubs of the 
parish and the " Seymour Lifants" of New Orleans. These dubs 
were marching up the road in the afternoon, when a Metropolitan 
pohceman and ex-soldier of the United States army, by the name of 
Michael Curtis, came riding down the road; as he passed fliese 
clubs he shouted out, " fight ! fight down the road !" Some one in 
the procession called upon him to halt. He paid no attention to it, 
and rode faster, when he was fii-ed upon but not hit. He sprang 
from his horse and, while chmbing over a fence, was shot through the 
head and instantly killed. His pistol was by his side— rone barrel 
discharged. Deponent has been told that a coroner's inquest ren- 
dered a verdict that he came to his death by a pistol shot inflicted 
by his own hand. A short time after this, the same procession came 
in contact with a frcedman, wh«f was shouting for " Grant and Col- 
fax." He was pushed or assaulted in some way, when he drew a 
revolver and shot a man through the shoulder. He was instantly 
shot down and killed by some member of the procession* AnothgLJ 
fi'eedman was killed the same afternoon, but deponent does not 
remember the particulars. That night a number of freedmen fifom 



the plantations Aovm the road attacked the house of a bak^i^ by tkd 
name of Pablo Pillieu, and after a desperate fight, billed him, burnt 
the house, completely destroying its contents and his body. Numbers 
of the citizens came out armed and fired upon the negroes, and they 
ran back to the plantations where they worked. 
. Dr. Lee's statement of the trouble at his plantation will be found 
in deponent's report at Headquarters, Department of Louisiana* 
There were two white men killed (Curtis apd FiUieu), and witness 
obtained the names of eight freedmen, which, however, he does not 
now recollect. It was impossible to find out the exact number of 
killed, as many of the freedmen were hidden in the cane. Lieutenant 
^>aulding, the officer who reHeved deponent during his absence from 
the parish, in order to assist him in making oul^his report, visited the 
different plantations and conversed with the freedmen. They were 
adverse to making any affidavits or statements. The above statement 
was obtained by conversing with a number of the people of the parish. 
Deponent further states, that in his opinion, the presence of the 
United States troops protected Mr. Thomas Ong from personal 
injury. 

Quedion — (By Mr. Campbell) State, if you please, the reason why 
the freedmen, in your opinion, were adverse to making any affidavits 
or statements. 

Answer — ^From what Lieutenant Spaulding told me, and what I 
saw myself, they were evidently under the impression that they would 
be marked and suffer bodily harm. 

On Tuesday, November 3, 1868, a f reedman on Mr. Cofield's plan- 
tation, while at work digging potatoes, was taken by a party of 
Sicilians, numbering five or six, to a canal in the rear of the place and 
stabbed to death. When deponent left, he heard a coroner's jury was 
investigating the affair. 



A. G. Thornton states, on oath, that he is a citizen of the State of 
Louisiana ; residing in the parish of St. Bernard ; that he was elected 
parish judge on the Kepublican ticket for the above parish, at the 
election held on the seventeenth and eighteenth days of April, 1868; 
that for three years previous to his election he was a practitioner of 
mejdicine in said parish ; and that for a large portion of this time he 
was the only physician there. Witness is acquainted with aU the lead^ 
ing men in the parish, having Uved in the State for over twenty ye^M| 
15 
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and was always treated kindly by them up to the time he was elected 
to the ofl&co of parish judge. Some six weeks previous to the 
election held on November 3, 18G8, there was a Democratic meeting 
held at the court house of the parish, where the white men lost no 
opportunity of insulting the colored men during the day, often 
brandishing knives and pistols in their faces. This conduct caused 
the colored people, and the few white Kepublicans hving in the neigh- 
borhood, to greatly fear them. After the meeting broke up they 
formed theniselves into a procession and marched down the road. 
Witness saw many of them flourishing pistols in the air as they were 
passing along, and has no doubt they were all armed. They insulted 
every Republican they passed, and upon seeing witness they cried 
out, " There goes a scahawag." The same day of the procession a 
lai^e body of men, headed by Recorder Gastinel, of the parish of 
Orleans, was in the vicinity of the court house. About one o'clock 
he (Recorder Gastinel) came over to witness' residence (which is 
about two hundred yards distant from the court house), accompanied 
by some of his company, and took seats on the gallery. While sitting 
there the " long roll " was beaten at the court house, whereupon the 
whole crowd started down the road, yelling and making the most 
outrageous noises. Many of them were on horseback. Upon their 
arriving at Mr. Turner's place they surrounded his house, broke down 
his fence, and then started, as they said, " in pursuit of the d — d black 
flon-of-a-b — ^h of a Republican who stopped the negroes from coming 
to their meeting,'' referring to witness, as he afterwards learned from 
good autliority ; being under the impression that he resided at Mr. 
Turner's place, as seeing Recorder Gastinel on witness' gallery, they 
took it to be the house of some Democrat. [Gastinel and his friends 
had their horses and carriages in witness' front yard]. 

At the meeting held by the Democratic party, there were but five 
or six colored persons present, and he knows positively that there are 
only four colored men who are Democrats in the whole parish, only 
one of whom is old enough to vote* 

Prom the day of this meeting it was plain to see that it was ex- 
cessively dangerous for either a white or a colored Republican to 
Walk the streets by day Or night It was so much so that witness 
refused to visit the sick after dark, although often called upon. Af- 
ter this the Democrats held their meetings at a sugar house, a mile* 
below the court house. On Simday, the twenty-fifth day of October, 
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1868, there were about thirty men whom witness took to be "Inno- 
cents" of New Orleans, who came down to the meeting, and it was in 
this neighborhood the riot commenced, by the killing of two negroes. 
About three o'clock in the evening a crowd passed witness* house, on 
their way to the court house. Witness' front doors and windows 
were closed, but the crowd stopped at his gate and cursed him with 
the most obscene oaths for at least fifteen minutes, and then went 
away. After they had been gone about twenty minutes, Michael 
Curtis, a Metropolitan poHceman, and an ex-soldier of the United 
States Army, was shot dead by a party of these white men from the 
court house, while he was making his way to witness* house for pro- 
tection. Said Curtis was on his way from Mr. Ong's with a note to 
Antoine Chalaire, the sheriff, who was supposed to be at the court 
house, requesting this official to siimmon a posse of men for the pur- 
pose of preserving the peace; witness had already given the same 
order to the sheriff, who gave him no answer at the time. A day or 
two afterwards, said sheriff told witness that he was powerless to act, 
but witness believes he did not want to, as he is a Democrat Witness 
did not see any negro with a gun or other firearm, or making any 
hostUe demonstration during the day; nor does he beheve there was 
a negro out with a gun in any portion of the parish on that day. Of 
the thirty-five (35) negroes who were murdered during the riot, wit- 
ness could not learn of one who had a pistol or gun on his person; he 
does not mean to say that there were only thirty-five negroes mur- 
dered during the riot, as he has no doubt there were many more, but 
that was the number officially reported to him. 

On Monday, October 26, 1868, a band of about thirty (30) white 
men, armed, came to witness' house in the morning, just after the 
United States troops had passed, on their way to Mr. Thomas Ong's 
residence, to give him protection, and took his hat, two guns, 
table knives, carving knives, and many sundry household articles; 
they alse upset the mattresses on the beds ; in one case, making three 
httle children, who were sick, get up, that they might, as witness 
presumes, search between the mattresses for money pr 9Qy§;prare. 
During the day of the riot armed white men patrolled the parish, 
demanding of the colored people their registration papers and money, 
which tbey gave up tmder the penalty of deatb» This information 
'fitness received from a number of the negroes themselves, and baa 
^verv reason to believe the truth of their statements. Wftipei^ 
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has no hesitation in Baying that it would havo been the height of folly 
for BepubUcans to have attempted to vote on the third of November, 
1868, in St Bernard parish. Within a mile of tlie court hpuse a negro 
was cut to pieces in a horrible manner, witli a bowie knife, until he 
was dead, because he would not "HuiTah for Seymour and Blair" 
when he met a party of white men; this witness has from negroes and 
oould, if necessary, give the name of two Democrats, whom he heard 
say, " After the soldiera leave, we will kill every d — d Republican, 
white and black in the parish." Wituoss further states, that it is 
impossible for him to act as parish judge for this parish, either in civil 
or criminal cases, as neither of the parish officera or witnesses will 
pay any attention to his official orders, and furthermore, that he is the 
only officer in the parish who has taken the oath of eligibility, and 
that Philogene Jourda, the clerk of the com*t, Antonie Chalaire, the 
sheriff, and all the constables, are inimical to him in feeling on account 
of his poHtics. Some weeks ago Governor Warmoth appointed for 
the parish a full jury, six magistrates, six constables and an assessor. 
Most of the police jurors have been murdered, and every one of the 
other appointees have been frightened away by being changed in some 
way or other with producing the riots, which charges are known to 
be false. Of all the appointments made by the Governor, not one 
of them has yet come 'forward to qualify, although witness has often 
notified them to do so. There has been no pohce juiy in this parish 
for many months. 



Thomas Ong states, on oath, that he is a citizen of the State of 
Louisiana, and is a resident of the parish of St. Bernard; that prior 
to the last registration in this parish, certain white men visited colored 
men, and told them "they must come over to the Democratic 
party ; that if they voted the BepubHcan ticket they would be killed ;" 
and in some instances planters and other employers threatened to 
discharge the colored men if they did not vote the Democratic ticket. 
Prior *to a Democratic meeting held at the com'fc house in said paiish, 
on or about September 20, 1868, at which a largo number of the 
"Innocents" and other "roughs" from New Orleans, attended, 
there was an attempt to create a riot. A call was made for a Repub- 
lican meeting te take place at the com'fc house, the twenty-seventh .oL 
September, 1868. The negroes in St. Bernard and in the upper part 



of Plaquemines parish, were told if they attended this meeting "it 
n«rould be at their cost," as the white people of the parish were deter- 
mined they (the negroes) sholild not attend EepubHcan meetings 
unless they attended Democratic meetings also. The white people, 
numbering from one hundred to one hundred and fifty (100 to 150) 
on that occasion assembled on the "Millaudon Plantation," a point 
the Republican procession would have to pass in going to the court 
house. They were armed with double barreled shot guns, and had 
on the premises a large quantity of prepared cartridges, with from* 
nine to sixteen buckshot in each one. As the procession was return- 
ing to their homes, two or three negroes, whom the Democracy had 
succeeded in entrapping, were sent out to insult them as they passed 
the sugar house. Some three or four carts containing arms, covered 
with hay, belonging to, and driven by, white men, passed witness' 
house early in the morning of the day the RepubUcan meeting was 
held. The colored men were unarmed at the meeting; and on the 
road witness had told them not to carry arms, that if found with any 
they would be arrested immediately and confined until the meeting 
was over. A system of intimidation was carried on all the time, until 
the whites assembled on the public road in an armed body, Sunday 
October 25, 1868, and commenced the slaughter by kilHng colored 
men. The colored people had been generally 'informed that on this 
day they would have a chance to join the Democratic party; if they 
did, they would be protected; if they did not, and attempted to vote, 
on the day of election they would be killed. They were also threat- 
ened with wholesale massacre on that Sunday night. In regard to 
the burning of FiUieu's house, witness has been informed by good 
authority, that the colored men, who had been threatened with death 
at the hands of the whites, were on their way to Marreros' plantation 
for defense, and that while passing Fillieu's house they were fired on; 
some say as many as three times, others five. For the succeeding 
three days, bodies of armed white men prowled arotmd the parish, 
killing and maltreating every colored man that appeared on the road 
and not content with this, went to their residences, robbed them of 
their money, provisions, clothing, registration papers, and in some 
instances, the discharge papers of discharged soldiers were taken. 
This they did notwithstanding the presence of United States troops, 
who were there to aid the civil authorities in preserving the peace. 
-T^n Tuesday, October 21, 1868, a body of white men arrested four 
colored men, and after taking thew c^bout two miles from their homes, 
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released them and told them to "run for their lives;" and when they 
started aU four were fired upon; three of them were killed, and the 
other was severely wounded, but succeeded in making his escapa 
About four o'clock P. M., Sunday the twenty-fifth of October, 1868, 
witness, fearing a disturbance, dispatched a letter by a menxber of 
the Metropolitan Police force, addressed to the sheriff of the parish 
apprising him of Iris apprehension of a disturbance, and demanding 
bis presence with a posse in that part of the parish, to preserve the 
peace. The pohceman above mentioned, was shot from his horse and 
killed by men in the Democratic procession; his name was Michael 
Curtis; he was a discharged United States soldier, having been five 
years in the service, and during that time he had participated in all 
the heavy fought battles of Virginia. He was a member of a New 
York regiment. The citizens of the parish knew from said policeman's 
reports that he had been a volunteer soldier in the service of his 
country; in fact, he never disguised the fact, but rather made a boast 
of having aided in conquering the rebellion, and therefore felt that he 
had a right to Hve in any portion of the country where the stars and 
stripes wave. The killing of Curtis greatly exasperated the blacks, 
as they knew that he was one of the men who had fought for their 
freedom. The men who chased Curtis on the road and shot at him 
were all on horseback; they and the man that shot him, are known to 
the authorities, but none of them have been arrested. The men who 
committed the horrible outrages on the twenty-seventh and twenty- 
eighth of October, 1868, are also known to the authorities, and are 
allowed to go unmolested; but nearly one hundred colored men and 
women, who were suspected on very flimsy grounds of having been 
present at the burning of FiUieu's house, have been arrested, and after 
a mock examination before a magistrate, were committed to prison to 
await their trial before the district court, and were conveyed to an 
adjoining parish for safe keeping; there, after a lapse of some days, 
they were taken before a Democratic judge on a writ of Iwbeas corpus 
and released from custody, on the grounds that the commitment was 
not sufficient to hold them. Witness firmly believes that there were 
at least twenty (20) negroes killed during th<5 three (3) days rioting. 
During the last registration, one Edmund Villery, a large sugar plan- 
ter in St. Bernard parish, had been refused registration, and deponent 
happening to meet him in the readjust after being refused, he becaane ' 
yery m\c]x excited, and in a conversation with deponent said, ''tb^rt 
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the d — A. higgefs had reili^ed to register him as a voter, but they 
were r§gistering every d — d black son 5f a b — h who presented 
himself ;" at this he ( Villery) became very violent, and • brand- 
ishing his cane, said "that if every white man in the parish was 
like him, no d — d nigger should vote, he would kill them all first; 
he would murder them before they should vote.'' This he repeated 
several times. 



It is in evidence, that on the twenty-fifth of October, 1868, between 

the hours of ten o'clock, A. M., and six o'clock P. M., in the vicinity 

of the court house of St. Bernard parish, when the Democratic " umble 

Bee" club, with some of the "Innocents" of New Orleans, were 

marching down the public road, two colored men were sitting on the 

track which ran along this road, the above named clubs "hurrahed 

for Seymour and Blair." The colored men took no notice of it. One 

of the men in the procession struck one of these colored men on both 

sides of his face with his right hand, while he held a six shooter in 

his left hand, cocked ; he knocked the colored man down, and taking 

his revolver in his right hand, pointed it at him. The colored man 

drew his revolver and shot said man in the shoulder. The colored 

man was immediately shot dead by the other members of the club* 

As the other colored man, who was sitting with deceased, started to 

run, he was shot dead also. At this time the general shooting of all 

colored people commenced ; also of all white men that they could get 

a chance at, who were known to be radicals. 



ST. BEKNfAED — SUMMARY. 



Number killed, positively sworn to from 38 to 68 

Number shot, positively sworn to 1 

Number otherwise maltreated, sworn to 4 



PARISH OF CADDO. 
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Solomon Thomas states, on oath, that he resides in Shrevepori; 

ClJaddo parish, Louisiana; that on the fourteenth of October, 1868, he 

x?vas standing in Mr. Eugene's grocery, on Texas street, with Mr. 

Hobert Gray, a justice of the peace, elected on the radical ticket, but 

"vyho was never allowed to take his seat by the Democrats. Two 

"Vrhite men, by the names of Hugh Curry, a planter, and Charles 

"Worsel, a constable first ward, entered the store. Curry asked Mr. 

TEugene the price of apples, at the same time gave Worsel a wink; 

said Worsel went to the door leading into the yard, and taking aim 

^th liis revolver fired at Robert Gray. The ball entered his left 

breast, from the effects of which shot the said Robert Gray died soon 

after. The chief of police, Joe Brison, and deputy sheriff Edmund 

Sturgis, were on hand before he died, and had him conveyed to the 

infirmary, where deceased made a full statement before he died in 

the presence of these two ojBficers; but they made no attempt whatever 

to arrest the murderer, Worsel. They were in favor of having Gray 

killed. To witness' positive knowledge, RepubUcans, white or colored, 

cannot hve in Caddo parish without the risk of being killed at any 

minute, day or night. About five minutes after Worsel had shot 

Justice Gra3% he aimed his revolver at witness; fortunately the cap 

snapped. Witness ran from him and secreted himself under the 

house. It was WorseVs intention to kill hipi. Not finding him, hd 

(Worsel) went with a squad of white men, all armed, to a grocery 

situated at the edge of town, and spreed it for two or three hours* 

He then returned to town alone, and said to a crowd of white men* 

" If there is any man that has got anything to say because I killed a 

liigger, now is the time to say so." Dr. Moore, of Shreveport, iaune- 

diately joined him, and they wont to the groceryj Dr. Moore treated 

the crowd, amounting* to fifteen or twenty, and told them whenever* 

they met a radical nigger that would not " give in" to shoot him 

down. Gu9. and William Worsum and Dors. Bickem pursued wit* 

nes^wenty days to kill him, and searched for him day and night 

To his knowledge every colored man in Caddo had to vote the DemcM 
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8rati(J iacketj tliG ]^6lls Were surTotinded with armed white joie&i 
bands of them went to every colored man*s house, and took his arms 
away — ^none of which have since been returned. The only colored 
man that voted the radical ticket was named James Watson, and he 
was killed the same night, report says, by young Watson, a son of 
Colonel Watson, and Henry AUen, Colonel Watson's brother-in-law. 
Witness saw the dead body of James Watson and assisted in burying 
him; he was shot in three places. The said James Watson was 
respected by both white and colored citizens of the parish; he waa 
not anoffice%of any political club; witness never heard him talk 
politics, and knew him to be a quiet and peaceable man; he was mur^ 
dered simply because he voted for Grant and Colfax. He was about 
twenty-three years of age, and was born and raised in Caddo parish. 

About the twelfth of October, William Wright, Sam Wright, Edmund 

(t 

Sturgis, Mr. Ziegler and Mr. Shidet, with a young man named Johnny, 
went up to Tom Johnson's brick yard and took five colored men away 
from their work; after tying their hands, marched them down to the 
plantation, of Mr. Reuben White; then they crossed Bayou Pierre, 
and reaching Eed river, these five colored men were placed on the 
river bank standing up and riddled witli bullets by the above named 
parties; witness saw the bodies floating in the river. In the course 
of a month at least twenty-five or thirty dead bodies of colored people 
have floated past Shreveport. 



M. P. Hunnicut states, on oath, that he was a member of the 
Board of Supervisors for Caddo parish during the late registration; 
he heard white men question colored men in regard to how they 
would vote at the approaching election; if the colored man did not 
answer he was put down immediately as a radical, and was told if ho 
voted the " G — d d — d radical ticket" they would kill him. A man 
by the name of Calhoun gave a great deal of trouble by coming 
daily to the supervisor's office and taking blank oaths to ''fill them 
out," as he said, " for Democratic niggers," .bat that he would not 
let radical niggers have any; witness remonstrated with several 
gentlemen in regard to the way this man was interfering with the 
board; and the said Calhoun hearing of it told parties "that bB 

would blow that G— d d — d son of a b ^h's head off before he left 

town." This man kept interfering with the supervisors until about 
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two days before they closed their office. On the last day of registra- 
tion a man by the name of Wright, brother of the clerk of the Tenth 
Judicial Court, came into the office, took a blank form !$[p. 1, and 
erased the words '* twenty-one years old ;" witness taking tl^e blank, 
said : " I will make it out for you ;" he then admitted th-ii ho was 
o»ly twenty years old. Witn^'ss then tore the blank up. A colored 
man then came in ; Wi'ight asked him if he was going to vote the 
radical ticket; the^man made no reply ; Wright then said: "You 
ore a G — d d — d radical — vote that ticket and we will kill you." 
Witness spoke up and told the colored maa to vote |pi he pleased. 
Wri'yht then said : " Mav be he will not be allowed to vote as he 
pleases," and was much excited. He then abused witness in a very 
disgusting manner. A package of Eepublican tickets, on board the 
steamboat Lizzie Hopkins, arrived at Shreveport at two o'clock Satur- 
day evening ; witness applied at lour o'clock to the clerk of the boat ; 
he referred him to the discharging clerk, who showed him on his 
book wheie he had delivered said package to dray No. 87, to be deliv- 
ered to him ; the clerk informed witness that the driver knew him, 
and would deUver them to him. Upon inquiry, witness found out at 
the Controller's office, that there was no dray numbered " 87 ;" that 
" 59 " was the highest number licensed. On Monday morning, 
November 2, witness made complaint to several members of the Demo- 
cratic Committee about this matter ; some of the members went to 
the boat, and blaming the clerks, finally had them dehvered to him 
from this boat. He afterwards found out that they had been secreted 
on the boat. Receiving these tickets so late, he was not able to 
distribute them to Repubhcans so as to give them a chance to vote. 
Another lot of tickets, sent to him by the Honorable J. P. Newsham, 
was not received until the day after the election. The letter that was 
sent at the same time, however, was received on the morning of 
ejection. The wrapper on the tickets was completely torn oflC On 
the presidential election day, November 3, 1868, witness gave some 
Republican tickets to a colored man, by request, in the presence of 
two white men. The colored man was followed by the two men, the 
tickets taken away and torn up, and they gave him a Democratic 
ticket, telling him *'if he did not go and vote the same they would 
kill him." The colored man's name is Monroe Jacobs — the white men 
were strangers to witness. 
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Sinclair Potter states, on bath, that on or about the middle of 
October, 1868, while he was sitting at homo with his wife in Shreve- 
port, at about eight o'clock in the evening, four white mon, armed 
with guns and pistols came to him, and told him not to run away from 
the house, if he did, they would shoot him. One of these mon, with 
a sword in his hand, approached him and took hold of his ear. De- 
ponent tried at this time to get out of the house by the back door. 
One of the party seeing him, raised his gun and said, " Old man there 
is no use of your trying to get out, your house is surrounded." A . 
colored man by the name of George Saunders occupied the house • 
with him. Tl^e men went into his room and look his wife and made 
her go with tnem all over town, looking for a colored man by the 
name of " Charley," whom they said " they wanted to kill," as he had 
been in the riot over in Bossier parish. About the thii'd day of Octo- 
ber, a soldier came to deponent's blacksmith shop, and told him that 
he had buried five (5) colored men that he found dead a little back 
of his camp ; he said he saw them shot down by a squad of white 
men, numbering about fifteen (15), and that they were not arrested, 
and that they refused to bury the colored men that they had killed 
when ordered to do so by the commanding officer ; that on or about 
the twenty-fifth of October, a white man by the name of Lipp, who 
keeps a dry goods store on Texas street, called him to his house and 
told him his life was in danger in consequence of being connected 
with the radical party, and deponent hearing of so many colored 
people being killed, left Shi-eveport and came to this city. No Eepub- 
Hcan meetings were held in or about Shreveport for at least a month 
before the presidential election. A white man, whom deponent has 
known for over a year (but could not recall his name), told him to 
leave the Republican ranks as his life was in danger ; and if he would 
come over and join the Democrats, he should not only have all the 
money he wanted, but also a house to live in. The man that told 
deponent this, is a carpenter by trade, and owns real estate in Shreve- 
port. To witness's own knowledge at least twelve colored men have 
left Shreveport in consequence of political oppression. 



CADDO — SUinURY. 



Number killed, positively sworn to 42 

Number otherwise maltreated, . . , , ,.,,.....,.., 4 
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PARISH OF EAST FELICIANA. 



John S. TNTiite states, on oatli, that he was appoioted Supervisor 
of Registration for the parish of East Fehciana by Mr. Baker, chair- 
mian of the said board. On the election day the polls were opened 
at half-past seven o'clock A. M., and everything seemed to go on 
peaceably until about nine, when he heard a body of white men make 

the remark that "every d d radical son of a b — h that voted the 

radical ticket would have his head blown off," at the same time pre- 
senting pistols to two negroes. Shortly after wai'ds witness went over 
to the court house. A man by the name of Evans White, town con- 
stable of Clinton, came up to him and said, "I don*t want any radica 
tickets distributed here, and if you have any you can throw them 
away as soon as possible, or I vrill drive you away fi'om the court 
house,'' at the same time pointing his fist at witness' face. There were 
about ten white men standing around the polls; they commenced 

shouting, "kill the d d radical son of a b — h! Kick him out!" etc. 

Witness immediately left the court house, and on going down the 
street was accosted by a crowd of colored men who were driven away 
from the poUs because they wanted to vote the Republican ticket. A 
colored man by the name of Henry, who had been aj^pointed as com- 
missioner of election, told him that he had been taken from his house 
and shown his grave in which he would lay, should he accept the 
position of conunissioner. From most every precinct in the city, wit- 
ness has heard similar reports of the most discoui'aging character, 
and states that the intimidations and frauds committed in this parish 
are too numerous to mention. Out of at least eighteen hundred col- 
ored men who would have voted the Repubhcan ticket, he beheves 
there were only si^ hundred and fifty who had the least chance. He 
further states that every one was requested to show open tickets 
before they put them in the box, thus keeping away a great many 
Repubhcan voters from the polls. 



Zeno Johnson states, on oath, that on the twenty-sixth of Septem- 
^^te^_1868, he went with one hundred and forty colored men to Jack- 
son, Louisiana, to register according to the laws; and there the su- 
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pervisors, named Berthune, Meyer, and J. L. \VTiite, told them they 
had no blanks to register them. At the same time they registered all 
the white men that presented themselves. Some white men hearing 
witness and others finding fault with the supersisors for refusing to 
register them, told them to " clear off," About forty of them then 
went away, the balance remaining. About the twenty-ninth of Septem- 
ber the board removed to CHnton and refused to register the colored 
mon there also. 



Herman jVfbirison states, on oath, that eighty-one colored persons 
were refused registi-ation by the board of registration ; that they are 
all twenty-one years of age and over ; that they were all bom in the 
United States, and have resided in the State of Louisiana one year 
next preceding the third day of November, 1868, and residents of the 
parish of East Feliciana ten days next preceding the third day of 
November, 1868, and that they are not disfi^anchised by any acts of 
Congress ; that they were not able to register under the existing laws 
of this State for reasons that were beyond their control, whereby they 
were deprived the privilege of voting on the thu'd day of November, 
1868 ; and had they been registered as the laws direct, they would 
have voted for U. S. Grant and S. Colfax, the Repubhcan ticket. He 
further states, that he was one of the party of eighty-one that were 
refused registration ; that at the poll held in the First Ward in the 

school house, presided over by John East, Thomas Jefferson, and , 

as commissioners of election, there was fraud practiced in this: that 
the commissioners said there was only nineteen votes for Grant and 
Colfax, when, in fact, to his knowledge, forty-nine colored persons voted 
the Rspubhcan ticket ; furthermore, that Mr. Tom Jefferson, who is a 

• 

3 astice of the peace, and who was one of the commissioners, and who 
claimed to be a RepubUcan, did so far forget his oath of office and posi- 
tion, as to deceive a great many colored voters by giving them Demo- 
cratic tickets, which he told them were Republican ones. They voted 
the said tickets, believing at the time they were voting the Republican 
ticket. As witness was going to the polls he was halted by a man with 
a revolver in his hand, who said to him, " You are the fellow I am 
looking for ; I want your arms." He said, " I have none." He im- 
mediately searched witness from head to foot. Witness asked hrm 
for his order to search him. He held off his revolver and said "thei^ 
is my authority." Witness said, "I thought you ou^ht to have a -writ: 
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i»h dtder/* He replied in a fierce manner, "I have my verbal 
orders from the commissioners of election." One of the men who 
was standing by the man that searched him, was Mr. Robert Newport. 

Eighty-one signatures corroborated the above testimony, as it ap- 
pears fcy the petition sworn to before L. A. Fuller, Fifth Justice Peace, 
parish of East Baton Eouge, La. 

The following action of the Democratic planters of this parish, 
was printed in the Republican. It confirms the account given by 
the colored men : 

At a meeting of the planters of East Feliciana, held at Clinton on 
the eighth instant, the following resolutions were adopted : 

Besolved, That we will not employ for the future any freedmen who 
shall hereafter vote the radical ticket, nor shall we rent lands, advance 
suppHes, or assist in any manner such persons. A certificate from 
the employers will be necessary to show that any frecdman has voted 
the Democratic ticket, or has voted at all. We will always give our 
preference to those who voted the Democratic ticket, and are members 
of the Democratic club. 

Resolved, That we will not patronize any professional man, or trade 
with any merchant who does not bind themselves to be governed by 
the above requisitions. 



EAST FELICIANA — SU^HMARY. 



Number maltreated 5 

Republican voters excluded from registration 121 

Republican votes fraudulently thrown out 30 

Republican voters illegally excluded from voting 1150 
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PARISH OF WASHINGTO.Ni 
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Charles Benedict and David Hennessey state, on oath, that thajr 
are citizens of the State of Louisiana, and residents of the city of 
New Orleans, and that they were supervisors of registration for 
Washington parish during the recent registration ; that on the even- 
ing of October G, 1868, they arrived at Franklinton, the county seat 
of said parish ; they rode into town on a wagon driven by a colored 
man by the name of Joe Magee. He asked witnesses if they were 
the "registrars." They answered "yes." Mr. Benedict then asked 
this colored man how things were in the parish. He answered, "all 
the colored people are Repubhcans and will vote that ticket if the 
white people will allow them to." Witnesses opened their registra- 
tion books at the court house on the seventh of October, 1868, regis- 
tering but few whites or blacks during the day. They at once saw 
that the colored people were completely imder the control of the 
whites. The following day they commenced registration at eight 
o'clock, A. M., and registered quite a number of colored voters. 
During the day witnesses were repeatedly called out of the office by 
colored people, who asked them "what tliey should do," as they had 
been told if they did not vote the Democratic ticket they must leave 
the parish. The citizens had refused to grind their com, and refused 
to sell them goods, even when they had 'placed their money on the 
counter. Witnesses saw an instance of the latter in the store of John 
R. Wood. From this date colored women would come into witnesses* 
office and tell them that their husbands and brothers wished to see 
them at night at some designated place, that they might receive advice 
as to what to do; that they were on the verge of starvation, as they 
were obliged to send then- com to Covington, parish of St Tammany, 
some forty miles distant, in order to have ground. Witnesses advised 
these people to put up as much as possible with all these inconve- 
niences — until after the election. They repHed, '*We are all Re- 
pubhcans — evei'y one of us. The white Democrats will not let us vote 
Jbbat ticket; they will kill us, they say, if we attempt it. On the four- 
teenth of October, 1868, witnesses opened their registration office it 
17 
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at Beulah cWch, third precinct, and registered abdut (100) 6n^ 
hundred colored men there. During this registration there were from 
fifteen to twenty (15 to 20) white men in the church all the time, who 
were continually niaking threats against the colored people if they 
did not vote the Democratic ticket, saying "We will kill every d — d 
nigger in the parish if they do not vote as we want them to," 

and "They got no blue coated, d — d Yankee sons of b s now 

to protect them. We rule om- own parish now." On Sunday, 
the eighteenth of October, 1863, witnesses met some seventy or 
eighty (70 or 80) colored people in the woods, just below the church, 
near a creek, who accosted them saying, "Our white friends cannot 
blame us; we will have to vote the Democratic ticket to save our lives." 
On Monday, the nineteenth of October, witnesses registered more 
colored people at the above named precinct, who reported that their 
houses had been visited at night by bands of armed men, who told 
them "they must go to the polls and vote the Democratic ticket." 
These colored men told witnesses "they did not want to vote at all, 
if they could not vote the Eepubhcan ticket." 

On the twenty-second of October, the Board of Eegistrars of which 
witnesses were members, returned to Franklinton court house. On 
Friday evening, twenty-third instant, there was considerable excite- 
ment in town caused by the people running to and fro. About ten 
o'clock, P. M., a colored man came to witnesses' room and told them 
that they had better leave town as soon as possible, because he had heard 
several of the citizens say they were "going to kill them" as "they 
Were nigger lovers and had visited the niggers at nighi" Witnesses 
remained, but saw that their pistols were in good working order. 
About twelve o'clock that same night, some sixty or seventy (60 or 70) 
armed men, with masks on their faces and white sheets on their horses, 
passed the house in which witnesses were, and proceeded to the resi- 
dence of a colored man by the name of Isham Buckhaulter, who is 
one of the leading colored men in the parish. They broke down the 
doors of his house and entered it with Hghted torches, and demanded 
of him his Eepubhcan ticket and his registration papers (he had not 
yet registered). They took about one hundred tickets, which he had 
for distribution, and destroyed them. This party, who were of the 
Ku Klux, next went to the house of Eobert Magee, who is another 
leading Eepubhcan, and took from him about' the same number of 
tickets ^nd dfistroyed them. On the following evening this SMie 
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party went to the house of George Washington Burrows, a colored 
man, and took some fifty (50) Republican tickets from l^im, after 
shamefully beating him and bx'eaking down the doors of his h^ise. 
The following morning witnesses went to the postoffice, a')Owit ten 
o'clock, and as they were going away they saw a colored man bec^ion- 
ing to them from the edge of the woods. Mr. Benedict remarked to 
Mr. Hennesy that he (Henncsy) had better go on, and that he 
(Benedict) would go and see what the colored man wanted. On his 
way there he saw four white men on horseback, armed with double- 
barreled shot-guns. He found the colored man hidden behind a tree, 
crying, who stated that a squad of " Ku Klux" had been to his house 
the night before and ** beat his old father almost to death." Witness 
told him he could do nothing for him; that he was watched just as 
much as the colored people were. This colored man stated that his 
father was beaten because he denied that witnesses had been to his 
house on several occasions. His father denied it, because he knew 
witnesses would be assassinated if it was known they had visited him. 
This same gang of Ku Klux patrolled the parish for five nights, 
committing outrages on the colored people. On the morning of the 
third of November, 18 US, the colored voters were l^rought into town 
by armed white m ;n. A man by the name of Hapgood came in 
with a pair of ** six shooters " at his side. Pulling out a revolver 
before the crowd, ho said, *' Show mo the black RepubUcan son of a 
b — ^h that dares to vote the Republican ticket, and I will shoot him on 
the spot" Then he commenced distributhig Democratic tickets to all 
the colored men, and made them vote that ticket, with his revolver 
pointed at their heads. 

Witnesses registered in the parish two hundred and fifty-six (256) 
colored men. These men would have voted the Republican ticket 
unanimously if they had been permitted to do as they wished, but 
not one Republican ticket was cast in the whole parish. There were 
some thirty (30) colored hands on the plantation of Mr. Brumfield*(a 
white Republican) who did nr>t register, as they stated they knew 
- they would not ho allowed to vote as they wished ; Mr. Bmmfield did 
not register for the same reason; Afr. R. ]3abington, who is the post- 
master at Franklinton, Wahhinglon parish, was the secretary of this 
gang of "Ku Klux." Ho gave all the colored men a certificate, 
-^ '§ned R Babington, secnitary, " certifying tlxat the bearer had voted 
the Democratic ticket, and upon persentation at any store they could 
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buy goods.*' Any colored men not having such certificate could not 
get ihe necessaries of life at any price. On the fifth of November a 
colore^ man named EHjah Andrews, met Mr. Benedict (one of the 
witnesses) and his wife, on the road leading to squire Eichardson's ; 
he was crying; Mrs. Benedict asked him why he was crying ? He 
answered that "he had been driven away from his home by one 
William McGee, who had come to his house with a double-barreled 
shot gun, and wanted to know why he had not been to the election ?*' 
He told McGee that he was sick and not able to go ; whereupon, McGee 
took his registration papers away from him, and told liim to " get out 
of the parish inside of five days or he would kiU him." This colored 
man's statement was verified by Mrs. Squu-e Richardson, who lives 
near his house. There is a family of white people living about ten 
(10) miles from Franklinton, by the name ol Mushgrove, consisting 
of a father and four sons ; they are a desperate set. They came to 
Franklinton on the fourth of November, and remained three or four 
days, committing all kinds of depredation on the colored people. In 
their tours around the town they would insult and knock down every 
colored man they had a chance at ; they split one colored man's head 
open with a club and left him lying on the ground ; these same men 
halted before Mr. Hennesy's (one of the witnesses) room and fired two 
shots through it, which fortunately injured no one ; they then galloped 
off. Witnesses further state that their lives were continually threat- 
ened while they were attending to their official duties as supervisors 
of registration and election, and that they folly believe that it is 
impossible for Republicans, especially white ones, to live in Washing- 
ton parish, as the most prominent white citizens swear that no white 
or colored RepubHcans shall obtain a foothold in their parish. Post- 
master Babington, before mentioned, has taken and subscribed to the 
" recantation oath " which is now on file in the office of the Honorable 
George E. Bovee, Secretary of State. 



WASHINGTON — SUMMARY. 



Number maltreated 7 

Number of Repubhcan voters prevented from voting by intimida- 

tipn 2^6 
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PARISH OF BOSSIER. 



■♦•♦- 



Henry Taylor states, on oath, that he is a citizen and duly regis- 
tered voter in New Orleans, Louisiana, and that on thd twenty-ninth 
of September, 1868, while he was at Shady Grove, Bossier parish, he 
saw a colored man on a gallery ; a strange white man approached, 
and remarked to the colored man that he was a d — d radical. The 
colored man rephed that he was a radical, when the white man 
drew a pistol and fired at him. Ho fell, but was not hurt. The 
white man then got in his wagon' and covered himseK up, but the 
colored men hearing the short fired, ran from their quarters to the 
wagon and taking the white man out chained him and kept him as a 
prisoner, intending to take him to Bellevue and turn him over to the 
civil authorities. Captain Curtis, and other citizens of Bossier 
parish, clubbed together that night and unchained him. He then 
went oflf, and brought back with him from ninety to a hundred men, 
armed with revolvers, shot guns and rifles. "When they arrived at 
the Shady Grove plantation, they commenced firing at the colored 
people, killing eight (8) men and two (2) women. The women were 
killed while pleading for their husbands. After this they took seven 
men to the springs, six of them were killed, and one of them was 
shot and left for dead, but was able to return to the plantation. 
These white men learning that they had not killed all the men they 
took from the plantation, returned and killed the wounded man and 
his wife. They also saw some carpenters at work making coffins for 
the dead, whom they killed with their tools in their hands while at 
their work. The killed at the Shady Grove plantation amounted 
to eighteen men and three women. This armed band of white men 
took all the arms on the place. The colored men did not use any 
weapons or bad language. At Gum Springs, these men met a colored 
man, whom they ordered to take his hat off, which he refused to do, 
when they put a chain around his neck, cut his throat and hung him 
up to a tree. Ho remained hanging to this tree for three days when 
was taken down and buried by the colored men, at the request of 
|ihe planters ; said colored men being afraid to go near him until 
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requested to do so by the white man. This band of white men went 
to the preachers' houses and brought them out by force, and beat 
them with their guns, and made them swear never to preach the 
gospelTigain. These preachers were so badly beaten that the people 
were obliged to cai-ry them home and put them to bed; it was 
supposed that they would die. These white men said that they 
would kill all the "nigger men" and then they could rule the women, 
Mrs. Catharine Taylor's child died, and she was obHged to get pro- 
tection from the white men to bury it. These white men who com- 
mitted the murder were composed of citizens of Bossier parish, and 
many of them leading planters. On the seventh of October, some 
fiftty planters, well anned and mounted ; went to Benton, Louisiana, 
and hold a meeting. They started out in squads to different plan- 
tations, killing men and women — twenty (20) colored men were killed 
that night. While the colored men were picking cotton in the fields 
they were shot down, without knowing who HQed them or for what 
they were killed. The colored women ran away from Shady Grove 
plantation with their children, leaving every thiQg, When witness 
returned to said plantation he saw about twenty-five white men there, 
some in the cabins and others standing about with their guns in their 
hands, and heard them say that they intended to kill every man, 
woman and child on the Dixon plantation (eighteen miles from 
Shreveport, Louisiana), near Carolina Bluff. The remaining colored 
men who were on the plantation left, for fear of losing their Uvea 
Witness then left with his wife. 



Isaac Young, a resident and duly registered voter of Bossier 
parish, states on oath, that he was a laborer on Dr. Vance's planta- 
tion; that on or about the thirtieth of September, 1868, about day- 
hght in the morning, a party of white men, among whom were John 
Vance, Thomas Vance, Calvin Vance, Whitfield Vance, Captain 

Carter, James Brownlee Ogden, William Haynes, Griflin 

Cheatham, Marsh Griffin, John Arnold, Bob Stinson, William Agent, 
Joe Graham, Tom Marks, Bill Marks, Andrew Marks, Geoi^e 
McAuley, and James McAuley, all residents of Bossier, came to 
Dr. Vance's plantation and took from there the following named 
colored men : Simon Crawford, Alex. Arnold, Jeff WiUiams, Steve 
Vance, and two others named Steve and Bob. These latter they - 
too^4 to B^ntojj and killed, and t)ie rest they killed at Gum Springs, 



h leW miles abovei Witness saw said John Vanoe kill one Heh.tf 
Chambers, at the gate on Dr. Vance's plantation. Vance shot him 
first in the breast, when Jim Saunders shot said Chamber^ three 
times. The shooting was because of said John Vance asking Cham- 
bers to go with him to Benton, and on Chambers refusing, Vance 
fired, but missed, when he again fired, hitting him in the breast. 
Chambers then jumped at and caught Vance by the shoulder, and fell 
with him struggling, Saunders then shot Chambers three times; 
Chambers was not armed. After the shooting, as a colored man named 
Alfred Green came out of the gate to see what the trouble was, Vance 
threw his pistol at him. Vance and Saunders then left. Witness 
heard all this transaction himself, lying concealed under the house of 
Dr. Vance ; he had fled from the place in the morning to avoid being 
taken away with the others, and had returned and concealed himself 
under the house. Friday, October 2, 1868, in the night, about twelve 
o'clock, Fred Kinney came to witness and told him that the white 
men (Vance and others) had released him (Kinney) for the purpose 
of finding him (witness) so as to betray him into their hands. Kinney 
also told witness that Dr. Whitfield Vance ordered the colored man 
Bob to be killed, saying that he was too much of a radical for him, 
when a large bowie knife was put on his shoulder and driven down into 
his heart. The blood spurted about his head and he fell dead on his 
back. The white men then made the colored men kneel down about the 
deceased and look him in the eyes, and then ordered them to carry him 
to the side of the road, saying that they would make buzzard's meat of 
him. Kinney also stated to witness, that as these white men were going 
to Benton; they met two colored women on horseback, whom they took 
from their horses, and, taking their lariat ropes, hung them to a tree 
near by, and then ordered the colored men to take their bodies to 
the side of the road and cover them with brush. The origin of this 
difficulty was, that on Sunday, the twenty-seventh of September, 1868, 
a white man — a stranger to the people, stopped at the negro quarters 
on the Shady Grove plantation, and wished to purchase 'corn. This 
stranger inquired of an old colored man who was lying down in front 
of his quarters what his politics were. The old man not answering 
him, he raised his gun and snapped one barrel at said colored man. 
He then fired the other barrel, but the colored man turning over, 
e shot entered the door« The colored men then arrested this white 
man for the purpose of taking him before the ci^'il authorities; but 



6a Monday morning a body of armed white men came and released 
this man, and took him to a justice of the peace, but refused to 
allow any colored men to go to give testimony. No evidence 
beiog against him he was released. This white man reported 
around that he had been whipped and robbed by the colored men on 
the plantation, and oh the strength of his report he and others 
took witness' horse and four other horses as a compensation for 
the alleged robbery, when in fact, nothing had been taken from him. 
This was the same party who took away and murdered the colored 
men, as above stated. For two weeks after these events witness 
was pursued and searched for by these white men, but succeeded in 
eluding them, and, believing that his life was not safe in the parish, 

he came to New Orleans. These white people had a spite against 
witness, as he was a RepubHcan and had assisted the Republican 
party. The name of witness was mentioned among others as an 
object of revenge. Willian Haynes told witness's wife that he 
(Haynes), Jim Chatham, and Whitfield Vance, would give two him- 
dred dollars ($200) reward for him (witness) dead or alive. The 
object of these persecutions was to make the colored men vote the 
Democratic ticket, which witness has since learned they were com- 
pelled to do. 



C. W. Keeting, a resident of Shreveport, Caddo parish, Louisiana, 
twenty-seven years of age, states, on oath, that he is Deputy United 
States Marshal, for the District of Louisiana, and that on the thirtieth 
day of September, 18G8, he was called upon by a number of citizens 
of Shreveport, to make an application to the commanding officer of 
the post of Shreveport, Captain Charles E. Farrance, for a detachment 
of United Slates troops, to aid in suppressing a riot, then said to be 
going on in Bossier parish between white and colored citizens, i 
About six o'clock in the evening witness proceeded to the bayou, near 
the Shady Grove plantation, Bossier parish, with a company of 
United States troops, under the command of Captain Coes; upon 
arriving there witness found about seventy-five citizens of Shreve-'. 
port armed, and nearly all mounted. Witness saw no colored man j 
in the vicinity; the white men had* pickets tlu'own out; witness i 
went to the commanding officer of these men — one Captain Ni4|i^ 
for information in regard to the riot, and was told by him that i 



XJt 

« 

tronble originated a few daya before, l»y a wn te man from ArkausB* 
shootiDg among some co-orcd men residing on the Shady Grove 
plantation; that the white maa was arrested ar.d held prisoner by 
the colored men, and afterwards released at th** request of citizens 
of tlie parish; that this white man proceed<id to his home, and prc^ 
cured the assistance of r;boat forty or fifty other white men, and re*- 
tamed to said plantation early in the mvirning of the thirtieth of 
September, 1868, and commenced firing on the colored people, kill- 
ing pne and wOnnding four or five others. TLey then started 
towards Benton, with quite a number of colored men as poisoner?. 
About eleven o'clock, A. M., of the same day, the colored men of the 
Shady Grove plantation, and from other plantations in the vicinity, 
to the number of about fifty, armed themselves and proceeded to 
the bayou, near Mr. Bari's plantation, and arrested two white men 
named Brownlee and Ogden. The colored men stated that they 
were going to take them to Shreveport, as they were with the Arkan- 
sas men that did the shooting on the Shady Grove plantation that 
morning. They had proceeded down the road but a short distance 
when the order "firo" was given by some one in the party, and both 
Brownlee and Ogden died from the cfibcts of the wounds received; 
then the colored men returned to tlieir homes. Witness left the 
tooops at the ferry, near the Shady Grove plantation, and rode 
towards Benton in company with Captain Nutt and two other citi- 
zens of Shreveport, where they arrived about twelve o'clock at mid- 
night; witness found about one hundred white men assembled at 
that place armed, but no colored men w(»ro to bo seen here nor were 
there any on the plantations from the ferry to Honton, a distance of 
about five miles. Early the n(».xt morning about two hundred white 
citizens from the diiferent HoctioiiH of )»nsHior parish, reported to 
Captain Nutt, arm«:d and inountrd. An nuniy of these men were im- 
der the influence of liquor, and talked «»!* klllinv;* the colored people 
that had left the plantation niwl wove Mii>[)«'Ne(l to be armed and hid 
in the swamps, witncH.s told Ojq)t.iin Nutt that if these men would 
go home, that ho (witno-wi) w(Uilil take a »h»tnrhirtbnt of United 
States troops mounUMl nn<l gt) tv» il\«^ swanipnand ocmnsel the colored 
men to return to th(;ir planlationn, and tlirn all those that were 
guilty of any crimo could l»i^ anont^'d by tho proper authorities. 
^ptain Nutt favored thin phui. but tho white citizens of Bossier 
seemed determined h hunt tlu* iH^wtt/ th^itlc in tho sicamps thenmlves, 
and as witncs* woll knew thrtt tluy woidd shoot every colored 
18 
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feian tkey found with arms, he would have nothing to do witli them. 
The Sheriff of Bossier— Mr* Hill — arrived a short time after, and 
witness returned to Shreveport/leaviog him in charge; Mr. Nutt 
and many others left for their homes when witness did. On the first 
day of Octob'er, some of the white men from Arkansas returned to 
Bossier and killed five colored men who had taken no part in the 
riot whatever. For about a week after this, armed citizens rode 
through the parish shooting colored men ; they said they had the 
names of all the men that were in the party that killed Brownlee 
and Ogden, and that they were determined to kill every one of these 
men they could find. Five (5) colored men were taken from the 
brickyard of Mr. Johnson, near Shreveport; three of them were shot 
and their bodies thrown into Red river. One colored man that had 
been wounded was taken from Mr. Smedley^s plantation and killed. 
The colored people of Shreveport and vicinity were greatly 
frightened, and thinking that their whole raco was about to bo 
murdered, left for other portions of the State. It would be impos- 
sible to state the correct number of killed, but from the best infor- 
mation that could be obtained by the Agent of the Freedmcn^s 
Bureau and witness, the number of killed in Bossier parish and 
about Shreveport, Louisiana, from the thirtieth day of September, 
1868, to the seventh day of October, 1868, will exceed one hundred 
(100). 



George Harris, a registered voter and a resident of Bossier pa- 
rish. La., and for the last ten (10) years a preacher of the gospel, 
states on oath, that he is President of of a Republican club in Belle- 
vue. Bossier parish. That about the twentieth of October, 1868, 
witness first heard that Democrats were going to kill him because 
he was a radical. Elias Cong, Tom Gilmore, Elias Connell, Jim 
Hearn, and Thomas Hutchinson, who lived on their plantation, 
between Bellevue, and Red Shute, said that the Democrats would 
kill all the niggers before they should vote the radical ticket. Just 
before the election witness saw, about seven miles from Bellevue, to- 
wards Shreveport, one colored man, his wife, and two other women (one 
of whom was pregnant) lying dead in a house. They were all shot. 
A colored boy, about fourteen or fifteen years of age, was also dead 
in the house; he was cut with a knife in the side. Witness saw, 
about the same time, three colored men lying dead on the top of tEe 
ground. They had been shot, and evidently left there for the busJzards 
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to feed upon. Witness saw the dead bodies of two colored men and 
one woman floating down Bayou Red Shute. Witness having heard 
that the Democrats were going about the parish killing Uie colored 
people, and having heard so many throats against his liO*, It-ft lor 
New Orleans, traveling eighty (80) miles through the w.> ;dj, and 
avoiding all roads that were much traveled. The colored people 
were all terrified, not knowing when their time would come to be 
murdered. 



BOSSIER — SUMMARY . 

Kumber killed, positively sworn to 162 

Number shot, positively sworn to 1 

Number maltreated, positively sworn to 6 

Kemarks. — It is estimated that many more persons were killed in 
the Bossier *'negro hunt'* than the above estimates. 
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Eemarks. — The following affidavit refers to matters embodied in a 
former report, and is inserted for the purpose of correcting some 
errors in that report: 

Honorable O. H. Brewster states, on oath, that he is thirfcy-six 
years of age, a citizen of the United States, and a resident of the 
parish of Ouachita, State of Louisiana. That before the election of 
April 17 and 18, 186S, he kept a store at Trenton, in said parish; 
that he represents the said parish in the lower House of the Legisla- 
ture of Louisiana, having been elected on the ReiDublican ticket by 
the Bepublicans of said representative district; that a short time. 
piter the elections of April, 18G8, five houses, situated about three 
miles from Trenton, were set on fire by a party of white men in dis- 
guise; it was said there were fifteen or twenty of them. They were 
dressed in black robes, and their faces painted black. The houses 
bnmed were occupied by colored people, except one, where Hved a 
white woman, who had several children; it was quite cun*ently report' 
ed that this woman was Hving with a colored man. Every respectable 
person with whom witness talked about this outrage strongly con- 
demned it, except one merchant of Trenton; he approved it, saying 
*'that he was glad of it; that the persons Hving in those houses were 
a parcel of thieves; that he had often missed property that he sup' 
ed had been stolen bv the inmates of said houses." A colored man 
named Jordan Hunter was one of the principal tenants of one of 
those houses, and was, during the night they were fired, shot at 
(it is said a great number of times) and wounded in fom* several 
places, but not mortally. Witness knew him very well, and had often 
traded with him ; he was a very honest man, and Southern men, who 
had known him from his boyhood, gave the highest praise to his 
character. The day after this outrage had been committed. Hunter 
left for Monroe, and his wife, after having vainly sought shelter abqut 
the town, and after having been turned out everywhere, came to 
: witness, and he gave her the hospitaUties of his house. The cxcite- 
^' Toaent ran very high for several days among the colored people, who 
pame to witness fpr advice j he persu^de^ tb^m to b^ar thege things 
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patiently, and not commit any excess. A few days after, a meeting 
largely attended by planters and merchants was held, and a series of 
resolutions condemning thieving ai^ng colored people, and murder- 
ing and burning among the white people, and other outrages perpe- 
trated by secret Klans, having been introduced by Captain Joseph P. 
Crosby, a very influential and prominent citizen of the parish, and 
unanimously adopted, it quieted the whole matter. That action had 
ft very good effect, as witness has never heard of any other disturbance 
in that section since, and he thinks if intelligent and well inclined 
Democrats would take similar steps every where in Louisiana, it would 
contribute a good deal to re-establish law and order in the State, In 
regard to Frankhn Sinclair, the colored teacher, who was murdered 
on the sixteenth of April, he was a candidate on the KepubHcan 
ticket for Eepresentative, and witness wa^ chosen in his stead, after 
the news of the sad event reached the Republican headquarters at 
Monroe. When witness came to Monroe on Friday morning he was 
quite astonished to find the Repubhcans voting for him, as he had 
had no intimation of any nomination. IVanklin Sinclair was very 
highly esteemed by the Southern people who knew him, and almost 
every white man with whom witness conversed on the subject, ex-* 
pressed his regrets at this foul murder, and allowed that since they 
knew him they had not seen him out of his place once. The only 
offense Southerners could find him guilty of, that witness ever heard, 
was that he had been teaching a negro school In regard to the con- 
duct of the election on Friday night, April 17, 1868, witness received 
a note from Mr. Butler, commissioner of elections at Forksville, setting 
forth that there had been such threats, and so much intimidation 
used against the Repubhcans at that poll, that he dared not continne 
the election the next day without some protection, and requesting 
witness to make apphcation at headquarters for troops, in order 
that every citizen might be protected in the free exercise of his rightp. 
Troops were not sent, however, and witness does not know whether 
that poll was opened the next day (jr not. In witness* precinct at 
Trenton, everything went on very fairly, the Deputy Sheriff stationed 
at the poll, a Mr. Coats, Democrat, who stood there during the whole 
time that the election was going on, freely acknowledged to witnesf* 
after the polls had closed, and the election was concluded, tbftt every- 
thing had been fairly conducted, and tl^at h^ did ^ot see any iUe£n4 
voting bv eitlj^ P^ytj: 



¥h6 £tonorable Frank Morey states, on oatii, that in the month of 
October, 1868, a few days before the presidential election, a colored 
man named Mitchell Allen, a pi^ninent member of the Eepublican 
club at Monroe, Ouachita parish, who was employed as a fireman by 
North Louisiana Eailroad Company, was assassinated at Girard Sta- 
tion, Morehouse parish. There was strong circumstantial evidence 
pointing to a well known character about Monroe, name unknown, 
who was known by the soubriquet of " Ked Henry,'* as the assassin. 
Said *' Bed Henry " has since that time been killed in Arkansas. 



[From the Bepublican.] 

• 

The Monroe Intelligencer gives us a pleasant view of affairs in that 
section on the day of election. It is another proof of the perfect se- 
curity with which Republicans could vote: 

The following is a correct statement of the trouble at the Filhiol 
box, on the day of election, as we have been able to get. Everything 
went on quietly, and nearly two. hundred votes had been polled when 
the cpmmissioners started to dinner. On their return, they found 
that about thirty strange white men on horseback, accompanied by 
one colored man, and fully armed, had arrived in front of the polls. 
On re-opening the polls, a colored man voted the EepubHcan ticket, 
and the crowd of strangers being informed of it, immediately called 
on the colored man in their company, whom they called Bob Stiff, 
to pitch into him. Stiff immediately knocked this colored man down 
with a stick, but after he had been struck once or twice the man 
succeeded in making his escape. While this was going on a difficul- 
ty occurred between another colored man and the strangers, who 
were about to kill him, when Mr. P. Carrington interferred, and 
saved his life at the risk of his own. Shortly after this, the party of 
strangers mounted their horses and rode down the road; they had 
been absent but a short time, when some firing was heard in the 
direction they had taken. On then' retm-n they stated that a colored 
man named Culpepper, in ]\Ir. Filhiors field, had fired at them, and 
that they had kiUed him in consequence. In proof of this they ex- 
hibited a stick in which some shots were lodged. At night there was 
considerable apprehension of difficulty among both races, but nothing 
serious occurred, excepting the burning of a sohoolhouse belonging 
to the colored people on the Bres plantation, and of the comcrib, 




With twelve hundred bushels of com on the Faust plantation. A col* 
ored man whose name we have been unable to learn, was shot in the 
mouth. That night about lift An colored men came to town for pro- 
tection, which was extended to them by the sheriff. On Wednesday 
warrants were issed against a number of the men who were said by 
the colored men to have been implicated in the difficulties of the 
night. On Wednesday night Sheriff Wisner and Mr. Dobson, acting 
as his deputy, with some cavalry, started down to arrest the accused, 
whom they brought to town on Thursday. The prisoners immedi- 
ately gave bonds for their appearance for trial on Friday. On that 
day the case was continued until Monday. 

On Friday three of the principal witnesses in the difficulties of 
Tuesday night, named Simon Peterson, Daniel Webster and Orphey 
Johnson^ all colored men, started down the river to go to their homes, 
and stopped on the Copley plantation for one of them to see his wife, 
when they were taken out of the cabin by a party of eleven white 
men. Four of the white men took them to the deadening in the rear 
of the plantation, and there told them to kneel down and say their 
prayers, as they would be killed. Instead of doing this they broke and 
ran, when fire was opened on them by the whites, and Peterson and 
Webster were killed, but Johnson succeed in making his escapa 
Johnson came to town on Friday evening about dark, and his story 
created a great deal of indignation among all classes of our commu- 
nity. 

Mr. Duffel, who has charge of the Copley plantation, makes the fol- 
lowing statement as to what occurred prior to taking the men out of 
the cabins : The white men came riding to his house furiously and 
stated that they had been fired on by some negroes from the comer 
of the fence, and that the negroes had hid themselves in one of the 
cabins, and unless they were brought out immediately they would 
burn up the quarters. ]\Ii\ Duffel went in search of the negroes, 
and found them hid in the lot of one of the cabins. A shot was 
fired at him, said by the colored men to have been by accident, when 
he told them that they must come down or the cabin would be burned 
up, with them in it. The negroes then came out and were taken 
away by the four white men, as stated by Johnson. The names of 
these four men are Pickney Faust, Marion Faust, Beaver and John 
Faulk. 

Warrants were issued on Saturday for the arrest of the four tCC?^ 
Oused, and on Sunday morning Sheriff Wisner started out with a 



^dsse ior^ tlieir atrest, but did not succeed in finding aliy of tneiii. 
The bodies of the two killed colored men were found on Sunday 
afternoon by some colored men, together with the dead bodies of 
their horses. # 

The case of the parties arrested by Sheriff Wisner was continued 
on Monday luitil Thursday. 



OUACHITA STT>niAKY. 

Number killed 4 

Number shot 2 

Number maltreated 3 

19 
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■W. F. McLean, statts, on oatli, tbiit Lu in a citizen of tins State of 
and resides in llie tuwn uf Alexuudria, Kapidea parish. 
,at iie is tlie editor and publisliei- of tlio Rapides Tribune, the 
icial journal of tht? parislj ; that tlie first issue was made on the 
.pd day of Octuljor, 18(i8, and on the evening of tlie same day he 
for New Orleans, to obtain type and material for the pnrpose of 
ipleting Ilia ncwspipei' and job ollico. He afterwards returned to 
lesandria with new type and material fur tho puqiose above speci- 
id, and with two additional printers. On tlio night of tlie fifteenth 
f October, 1868, Jhe office was broken open by a mob, and 
portions of the press — whicii rendered it ueeless — and all the new 
le and material, with a large quantity of the old type, was by 
•ta thrown into Ked river; all of the old tyjie and some of the 
:w that was in tlio cases was scattered in the street, together with 
cases. The civil authorities took no action in the matter what- 
ever, The loss in material alone sustained, amounts to about three 
thousand dollars ;j3000). The lose of business, and the expense 
incurred amounts to about two thousand ($2000) more. On the 
irty-first day of October, 1868, witness again left for New Orleans, 
tie purpose of refarnishing his ofBcc with type, material, paper, 
., and again arrived at Alexandria on the morning of the fifteenth 
November, with the material specified. On the night of tho same 
ty his office was again broken into, and all the tj-pe and material 
portions of the press — bo as to render it useless — togetlier with 
t run It J clothes, papers, books, and everything of a movable 
laracter, were taken out and destroyed. This loss amounts to about 
io thousand ($3000). The business being entirely destroyed, 
loB3 of business is abont two thousand dollars (|2000); bnt 
innot be properly estimated in consequence of the complete dee- 
■ctiou of the oESce. It is impossible to print a Republican paper 
the said parish, witbont the immediate protection of the military 
Witness was appointed Mayor of Alexandria, by Governor 
'armoutb (under and by authority of the act incorporating tb? 
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town of Alexandria, approved September, 29, 1868) a short time 
before the general elections, but declined to act as such, believing it 
best not to attempt to exercise ^le authority of the office during 
such exciting times, or umtil the election was over. When he re- 
tarjMd, on the fifteenth of November, ho stated to some friends that 
he would issue his proclamation on the seventeenth, and enter upon 
the discharge of the duties appertaining to the office of Mayor. This 
fact becoming known to the acting Mayor, and other members of the 
Democratic party, they commenced a series of abusive assaults du- 
ring the day (fifteenth inst.), and at night assaulted witness, with 
missiles of every description. The night was very dark, so much so 
that witness could not recognize any of the parties. Some friends of 
witness told him on that day, that there were many parties who had 
told them **to advise him not to exercise the functions of the office; 
that he would not be allowed to do so, and if he attempted it he 
would not live a week.'' John McBride, a printer in the office, was 
with witness when he was stoned. McBride had been frequently 
told by parties, to suggest to witness, that he had better not attempt 
to exercise the duties of the office. Judge John Orsborn, District 
Judge of the Ninth Judicial District, told witness that the "Ku 
Klux Klan,'' robed and masked, had visited and stoned his (Judge 
Orsborn's) dwelling at night, in Alexandria, twice in one week, about 
the second week in November. The same acts were perpetrated on 
Judge Barlow, parish judge; and such threats were made by them 
against him that he was obliged to seek the houses of friends at 
night, to save himself from assassination. Both of the above named 
judges were elected to office on the RepublxGan ticket, at the election 
held on the seventeenth and eighteenth days of April, 1868. On the 
seventeenth day of November, in Alexandria, Mr. C. W. Boyce, late 
president pro tern, of the State Senate, and now justice of the peaces 
was asked who he voted for, on November 3, 1868. He replied, 
''for Grant and Colfax." Thereupon he was knocked down and 
beaten. The party that assaulted Mr. Boyce is well known to the 
civil authorities of the place, but so far they have failed to act in the 
matter. After assaulting Mr. Boyce, the same party drove h\vn 
across the river, to Pineville, where he resides. Acts of violence of 
this kind are of frequent occurence, and no notice whatever is taken 
of them by Hke authorities, and it is believed they have been committed 
with the knowledge and consent of the acting Mayor E. B. Boisatt^ 
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and other prominent citizens of the parish. Mr. T. J. Colamy, chaii*- 
man of the Board of Supervisors for said parish, informed witness 
that while counting the votes, the day after the election, a mob out- 
side of the sheriff's office threatened to haog the members of the 
Board of Supervisors, and many other acts of hostile demonstration, 
were committed for the purpose of intimidating the parties who had 
charge of the election returns. A large number of both white and 
colored voters, was obliged to vote the Democratic ticket for fear of 
bodily harm, who otherwise, would have voted for Grant and Colfax 
at the late presidential election. 



lUPlDES — SUMMARY. 

Number maltreated 



151 



PARISH OF ST. TAMMANY. 
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CiharleffB. Evans, states, on oath, that he was a member of the 
Board of Supervisors for the parish of St. Tammany during thef late 
registration in this State. That two colored men came to him on 
the fourth day of November, 1868, and requested him to have some 
white men arrested, that lived in Washington parish. These colored 
men stated that on the night of Sunday, November 1, 1868, that a party 
of men, disguised and armed, came to their house in Washington 
parish and took them to the swamp. They were asked how they were 
"going to vote; " they replied, "radical." They were then tied to a 
tree and whipped with sticks, and left in this situation until Tuesday 
morning about 9 o'clock. They only had one meal during their confine- 
ment. They were told, upon being released, to go and vote, and 
leave the parish, and mind that they "did not lose their Hves while 
doing so/' They then went to the polls with the intention of voting, 
and were asked by a colored man how they were going to vote ; they 
remarked, "radical." One of them was immediately knocked down 
by this colored man. The Republican tickets that were sent out to 
the different precincts for distribution among the colored people, 
never reached them, because the other two members of the Board, Mr. 
E. linderman and Captain J. H. Ingraham, employed Democrats to 
distribute them. When deponent held them to account for this neg- 
ligence, they replied, "that they could not fiind anybody else to go ;" 
bat witness knew very well that they could have found plenty of hon- 
est, colored Republicans, who would have been glad to have under^ 
taken the trust. One of the returning officers, appointed by the oth- 
er two members of said Board of Supervisors, while on his way to 
'"Bayou Chitto," got drunk, and had his ballot box taken away^ 
This officer's name was E. Shean, and the tickets that had been in-> 
trusted to him to deliver among the colored people, were not received 
by them. 

5Ei:a following is an official statement of Wm. Baker, Chairman of 

he Board of Registrars, as to the conduct of the election of Novem- 

ler 8, 1868, in the parish of St. Tammany: 



^ke parish of St. Tammany is no exception to the other panshed 
where intimidation has been resorted to. The report of the supervisors 
shows conclusively that'citizens in that parish no, longer enjoy the 
privilege of the ballot. *'A week or ten days before the election the 
Ku Klux Klan rode around parts of the parish and threatened and 
intimidated the voters." "The editor of the St. Tammany Vindicator 
had to fly from the parish to save his life." Houses of known Kepub- 
licans were visited as a part of the system of intimidation and sur- 
veillance. The Democrats announced that no white man should vote 
any but an open ticket. Out of 1465 registered voters 261 failed to 
vote. Yet the white and colored population of the parish are about 
equally divided. The registrars conclude as follows : "We are satis- 
fied that had there been no intimidation used, the Republican majority 
in the parish would have been at least two hundred." 



ST. TAinUNY — SlTaiMARV, 

Knmber maltreated * » 3 
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PARISH OP UNION. 



J. E. Trimble states, on oath, that he resides in Union parish, 
State of Louisiana ; that on or about September 1, 1868, in the town 
of Farmersville in said parish, a Democratic club, organized under 
the name of " The Central Democratic Club of Union Parish," noti- 
fied the colored people that, in case they became members of the 
Democratic club, and voted their ticket, they would be protected 
from the Ku Klux, and they would issue to them protection papers; 
and in case they should not vote, they must surrender to the club 
said protection papers. Many colored people were induced through 
fear to become members of this and other Democratic clubs through- 
out the parish. Several colored members of this organization came 
to deponent, stating that they were membets of this club, but desired 
to vote the Bepublican ticket, if they could safely do so. At pre- 
cinct number two (deponent was informed) the colored people 
were marched in file to the polls, under the leadership of the officers 
of their club, to vote the Democratic ticket, previously prepared for 
them. As chairman of the Board of Registration for the parish of 
Union, the returns, made to witness in his official capacity, from 
Marion precinct number six, were informal, in this, that there was 
no certificate of the commissioners of election of that precinct ac^ 
companying them, as required bylaw; at said precinct about one 
hundred and seventy-six ballots were polled, all Democratic. On or 
about the eighteenth of April last, while attending the election at the 
Downsville precinct, a colored man named "Jack," to whom witness 
' had furnished Bepublican tickets, was threatened with violence, and 
through fear he left the place to return to his home. As soon as it 
was discovered that he was gone, a party of three white men fol- 
lowed him, and overtaking him on the road, struck him on the back 
of the head with a heavy stick or club; he ran oiF through the woods, 
when he was fired at with pistols. Upon reporting the above to the 
proper officers, no action (so far as deponent knows) was ever taken 
in the matter. 
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tNlOK— 8tT»fMARY. 

Nttmbet maltreated . . * ; *•...»;.*. 
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PARISH OF BIENVILLE. 
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W. H. Honueus states, on oath, that he is a resideut of the parish 
of Bienville; that on the twenty-eighth day of May, 1868, a party of 
seven white men came to his house on their way to Pine Bluff Land- 
ing, asking if they could do anything for him at the landing, on the 
arrival of the boat. He gave them a letter to deliver on the boat. On 
their return they stopped at his house, and called him out When 
he went out, one of them, named Hardy Took, fired at him. The 
ball. hit him in the head, and knocked him senseless. When he re« 
covered he found that he had fourteen wounds, twelve of which were 
in his hip and thigh. His wife came out on the balcony, and begged 
them to spare his life, but tliey continued to fire at him, until she 
called the colored people for assistance, when they left. The follow- 
ing morning the same party passed his house, and one of them, 
named H. Shehce, catue and inquired how he was, if he was badly 
hurt. Having been informed that these men would come back and 
complete their work, he left the parisli as soon as he was able to 
move, leaving his furniture, houses and property, to the mercy of 
these people. Siuce he came to Ne^^^ Orleans he has received inform- 
ation that they have driven lli^^ colored workmen away from his 
place, and prevented thorn from ^^atliering the crops. On the 
same day. May 28, 18C8, u party of white men took a colored 
man named Moses Lawliorn, from his house to the woods, and there 
murdered him. After killing him thoy cut off bis bead to make sure 
that he was dead; the only provooution was that he was a Bepubli- 
can. About a week after witness loFt, Im received information that a 
party of unknown wiiito men had shot a colored man named Robert 
Vickers, because he did not attend a Democratic meeting, which he 
had been notified to attend. All the colored men in the pariah are 
notified to attend these Democratic meetings, and failing to do so, 
are visited at night, taken out, and either whipped and beaten, or 
murdered. 



mUKVILtK— 8UMMABY. 



Number killed, positively sworn to 1 

Number shot, positively sworn to ^•...2 
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PARISH OF WINN. 



■•*• ••• 



D. M. "White, being duly sworn, deposes and says, that he was an 
Assistant Sub-Assistant Commissioner of the Freedmen's Bureau in 
the parish of Winn. About the latter part of August (1868) a 
party of armed white men went to the house of Hal Frazier and his 
son Brantly Allen, colored, the latter teacher of the Freedmen's 
school, near Frazier's mill, and called them to come out; as they did 
not answer, these men went to the window and fired several times 
into the house, but fortimately without hitting them. They were 
compelled to leave the house and conceal themselves in the swamp 
in order to preserve their lives. The colored men are threatened 
with violence if they do do not vote the Democratic ticket. 



Smithfield, December 12, 1868. 

W. B. Phillips, Esq. : 

Deab Sir — ^A most horrid murder was committed by two white 
men at Frazier's mill, in Winn, fifteen miles from here. Two colored 
men by the name of Hal Frazier and Eobinson, were sent to their 
final resting place without a moment's warning. Hal Frazier was 
an honest colored man, and owned a saw mill, but was a strong 
radical Captain White has been driven away from Winn parish, and 
they tried to decoy me to Alexandria, for the purpose of assassinating 
me. The fact is, Phillips, if you were here I would not give two bits 

for your hide. 

* * * * * * **♦ 

Yours truly, 
(Signed) W. S. CALHOUN. 



S. B. Shackleford states, on oath, that he is a resident and duly 
registered voter of Eapides parish. State of Louisiana; that previous 
to 1860, one Hal Frazier (colored) was a slave of one John Frazier, 
of Winn parish, and that said Hal Frazier bought and paid for him- 
i^elf, and hf^ since purchased ^ saw iqill wit}^ machinery attached ai^<^ 
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about 2000 acres of land, of said John Frazier, his former owner. 
That about the eighth of December, 1868 a doUble murder was 
committed at said saw mill ^ou the persons of said Hal Frazier and 

one Jesse Kdbinson. That , of Winn parish, told witness 

that in conversation with John Frazier, about fifteen days previous 

to the murder, said John Frazier asked him ( ) to leave 

Frazier and come and work for him. He ( ) replied that he 

was working for Hal Frazier and could not leave. John Frazier then 
repHed, "D — n you; you and Hal Frazier will both smell bullet 
packing in less than ten (10) days; we will break up that nest of 
radicalism." Witness is of the opinion that said John Frazier and 
one Doctor Cockrell, Bon-in-law of said John Frazier, were accesso- 
ries to the murder of said Hal Frazier and Jesse Robinson. 

Calhoun's Plantation, RAPn)Es Parish, \ 

December 10, 1868. j 

General A. L. Lee, Editor of New Orleans, Republican- 

Deab Sir — ^I write to inform you of the latest rebel outrage in 
Winn parish, perpetrated on two colored men named Hal Frazier 
and Jesse Robinson. On the morning of the eighth instant, two 
strangers went to Hal Frazier's saw mill — as they said — to buy a bill 
of lumber. Not finding Hal at the mill, they left. Yesterday, at 
about twelve o'clock, they returned, and finding Hal there, engaged 
him in conversation about prices of lumber, etc. One of them took 
Hal from the mill to measure some lumber, while the other remained 
near Robinson. While Hal was kneeling dovm, drawing a plan for 
the house the stranger* wanted built, the man pulled his pistol and 
when Hal raised his head he was shot, the ball entering under his 
right eye and coming out at the back of his head. As soon as the 
pistol was shot the man in the miU drew his pistol and shot Robin- 
son through the back and once through the head. As soon as they 
found Hal was dead, one of them took his pocket book, which con- 
tained some three or four hundred dollars in money and valuable 
notes. They then mounted their horses and rode offl Hal Frazier 
was a hard working man, and owned the saw mill and considerable 
property, in land, stock, etc. No one had anything against him, 
except that he was a thorough radical; it was on that account he 
was murdered, I left the parish, as I know that I will be mur- 
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dered in the same maimer as Frazier was, as some parties have threat- 
ened to " fix " me the same way, 

I Am respectfally, etc, 

D. W. WHITE, 
Late Supervisor of Winn parish. 



WINX— SU^DLVRY. 



Knmber killed positively sworn to 2 

Number maltreated positively sworn to 3 
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PARISH OP PLAQUEMINES. 



Joseph Whittier states, on oath, that he was in the parish of 
Plaquemines on the twenty-first day of October, 1868, and was work- 
ing on the Fasinon plantation; he was going out hunting, when a 
white man seeing him, hallooed, "hurrah for. Seymour and Blair;" 
witness answered, by hurrahing for " Grant and Colfax," when a 
white man came up and struck him in the face with a club; there 
were four other white men with him; he made no resistance, for there 
were too may for him. Witness ran, and they fired three shots at 
him, but he was not wounded. 



PLAQUEMINES — SUMMARY. 

Kumber maltreated 

21 
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PARISH OF TfiNSAS» 
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Nestor Smith states, on oath (at an inquest held over the body of 
Bichard Hollis, who was killed at Ash wood, Tensas parish, Louisiana, 
on the twenty-third day of October, 1868), that he was standing behind 
the deceased in tho store; a colored man who was standing beside him 
asked deceased who he was for ? Deceased replied "I am for 6rant> 
and will be for him until I die." At that, a white man by the name 
of Blanchard, who was also there, s.aid "If that is your calamity, get 
out of here." When the shot was fired, Mr. Blanchard was behind 
the counter. Witness saw the pistol in Blanchard's hand and saw 
him fire it. 

The verdict of the jury in the above case was, ** that the death of 
said Eichard Hollis was caused by a pistol shot fired by a man 
named Blanchard, whose Christian name is unknown, and who is a 
stranger in this parish;" and was signed by the following per* 
sons, viz; 

W. M. McGALLIAED, 
JOE CLAEK, 
H. E. MOORE, 

his 

ROBERT M CROOK, 

mark. 

his 
ii^^, • CHARLES H KELLET, 

mark. 



TENSAS — SUUMARY. 

Number killed, positively sworn to. ...«..•«...........••.,,,.. 1 
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PARISH OF LAFAYETTE. 



■■♦ ♦ •■■ 



The following is an official statement of William Baker, Chairman 
of the Board of Begistrars, as to the conduct of the election of the 
third of November, 1868: 

" From the parish of Lafayette there does not appear to have been 
any interference -with registration, but armed bands of men patrolled 
the parish and intimidated and prevented Bepublicans from voting." 
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PARISH OF CLAIBORNE. 



[From the New Orleans Eepublican, November 17, 1868.] 

Sometime since a mob partially destroyed the printing establish- 
ment of the Homer Dliad, owned by Honorable W. Jasper Blackburn, 
M. C. This was done during the absence of Mr. Blackburn to this 
city; and Mr. Pratt, of Claiborne, a Democratic Representative in the 
present Legislature, very promptly and magnanimously offered to place 
at Mr. Blackburn's disposition the printing material of the Minden 
Democratic paper. 

The publication of the Tlliad was resumed again, and we now learn 
from Mr. Pratt, that the establishment has been sacked a second time 
in the night, and this time completely demolished. 

The people of Claiborne parish seem to fear the truth, and very 
unwisely demonstrate their hostility to the discussion of Republican 
principles, by destroying type and breaking up presses. 

They are as bad as the benighted, citizens of Franklin, Opelousas, 
and Alexandria, who have done the same thing once. The expense 
of this luxury wiU be paid by the tax payers. 
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I'AUISH OF ASCENSION. 



Mark Shonberg states, on oath, that he resides in the town of 
Donaldsonville, parish of Ascension; that on Saturday, October 17, 
18()8, between the hours of eight and nine o'clock, P. M., he saw 
Mr. F. Reno, L. Guin, and about forty other men, all white, armed 
with shot guns and revolvers. Reno told witness that they were 
going to shoot him on sight ; afterwards said Reno sent him word 
he was going to shoot him himself. These men purchased all the 
fire arms in the town and put them in a secret place. Dr. Franklin, 
who was with witness that night, was told by some of those men 
not to go in company with witness, for they " wanted to shoot the 
d — d son of a b — h." The doctor answered them, " I have always 
been his physician and I will not leave him; he is a gentleman, and 
if you want to shoot him, you will have to shoot me.'' The doctor 
went with him to his house, and t<. Id him not to go out at night, for 
he was in danger from these armed men. The civil authorities be- 
long to this party of armed men, and will use no means to protect 
the Republican citizens j but give these armed men protection. Wit- 
ness is the postmaster appointed by the United States Government; 
he also has the warehouse, and landing of the steamboats, where his 
duty compels him to go. These men are watching him every night; 
they also patrolled the town every night; thoy stopped at his house 
at midnight and, knocking at his room door, called him to come out; 
when he went to the door they had gone; it being dark he did not 
see them. Witness was notified that he would be arrested, in the 
morniDg on false charges, in order that they could get the chance to 
kill him and raise a muss. Witness was told on Sunday night that, 
in order to accomplish their designs, he was to be arrested the next 
morning; he took a horse and buggy and came to New Orleans, 
leaving hi.s family, property, and all that he had at the mercy of 
these men. 



Morris Marks, Parish Judge, parish of Ascension, states^ on oath, 
that the white citizens of the town of Donaldsonville, in the parish 
of Ascension, are in every way and manner striving to create, by 
threats and open demonstration, and by their disloyal course to bring 
about dissatisfaction, and if possible riot and bloodshed between the 
22 
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tWd tW^s. fivery imaginable dishonorable, low and degraded meahi 
are put in practice, to bring about the ends of those who are leaders 
in this, and other diabolical outrages, that have been, and are being, 
perpetrated upon the loyal and law-abiding citizens of both races. 
Those of the civil officers of the so-called Democratic party are none 
other than those who still hold dear the rebel cause, and are in great 
measiure the upholders of the course pursued. The paper called 
"The Drapeau." edited by Felix Renaud, assisted by one R. H. 
Bradford, both of whom are as mean 'as the meanest could be, are 
by their obnoxious publications, inciting the people to riot and mur- 
der which can be proved by the issues of the paper itself. At the 
meeting of a club of so-called Democrats, in the first ward of the 
parish of Ascension, of which H. L. Duflfee is president, resolutions 
were proposed, and unanimously passed, to the effect that at the 
coming election those who are disfranchised by law, and consequently 
not registered, are determined to vote, peaceably if they can, and 
forcibly if they must. Deponent is advised by his friends not to 
return to the parish, as his life has been threatened by those who are 
the leaders of the so-called Democratic party. As regards the elec- 
tion held on the seventeenth and eighteenth days of April, 1868, 
frauds of the grossest character which were perpetrated are daily 
coming to light 



Gustave Arnheim states, on oath, that he is a resident and regis- 
tered voter of Donaldsonville, parish of Ascension ; that his life, as 
well as that of every loyal citizen, is in danger, having been repeat- 
edly threatened by a gang of armed men, of which Felix Renaud is 
the leader. They meet daily at said Renaud's barroom, where they 
keep their arms deposited. Deponent and others have used every 
endeavor to prevent the disturbance, which this gang appear to so 
anxiously seek. He and others have, however, found it impossible 
for them to remain there without protection. This condition of 
things has been reported to General Hatch by the Bureau agent 
stationed at Donaldsonville. To avoid a disturbance which this gang 
of unprincipled men had arranged, deponent left the place in a car- 
riage on Monday morning and came to New Orleans to report to the 
Governor and petition for assistance, and to warn Judge Marks not 
to return to Donaldsonville, as his life was in great da.iger, 



ASCENSION — SUMMARY. 
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PARISH OF CATAHOULA. . 
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M. J. Lemrnon states, on oath, that he is a citizen of the fitate of 
Louisiana, and has been a resident of the parish of Catahoula for 
the past two (2) years* He was appointed agent of the Freedmen's 
Bureau for the above parish in May, 18GT, and was relieved July 31, 
1868. That J. A. Fanning arrived in the above parish on the 18th 
day of October, 18i>8, as chairman of the Board of Supervisors, in 
company wiih William Goodwin and Schuyler Marvin, as commis- 
sioners. Mr. Marvin being sick and unable to work, Mr. Fanning 
appointed witness in his place. The Board proposed to open their 
office on or about the 20th day of October, 1868, at Mossy Grove, on 
Black river. On that daj' witness was warned by James Dunckley, 
Jr., not to open an office there, for if it was done his wife would 
find him hanging to a tree some morning, and that the citizens would 
not permit it. Dunckley also said that witness had been distribu* 
ting "incendiary documents^* among the freedmen (^meaning the Re- 
publican papers of the State), and that he understood that a Repub- 
lican meeting was to be held at Mossy Grove, and if they should 
attempt it they would be driven away and badly hurt. This same 
day, or the day following, a letter \7as dropped in Mr. Fanning's 
hat, while he was at supper, warning him to leave the parish imme- 
diately. On account of these threats the registration office was 
not opened at Mossy Grove ; and witness firmly believes, from his 
knowledge of those men, that if it had been, they would have car- 
ried their threats into execution, and no doubt would have killed the 
members of said Board of Registration. But notwithstanding this 
he determined to, and did hold a Republican meeting at Mossy 
Grove, advising the freedmen to come armed, as their lives were 
threatened, which they did. Witness thinks there were about two 
hundred freedmen in attendance. Just before the meeting com- 
menced, about twenty-five white men, armed with double barreled 
shot guns, came to deponent's place, and finding the freedmen 
armed, thought it advisable not to make any attack, and went away. 
. The meeting was held and passed off quietly. Witness received a 
: « ' l^ttff-^found in his yard— warning himself aj^d }^r, Panninjy t<J 
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leave the parish on or before the twenty-sixth of October, or they 
would be hung. Another letter was also received by witness on the 
following morning, containing similar threats. These letters were 
signed "K. K.*K." with a picture of a gallows. On the nights of 
October, 2G and 28, a body of armed men came to witness* house 
disguised with masks ; but finding some freedmen up, and not seeing 
witness, left on both occasions withput saying anything or doing 
any harm. To deponent's knowledge, a great many freedmen were 
discharged from plantations because they refused to join the Dem- 
ocrats clubs and vote the Democratic ticket. A few days before 
the election a party of three 'white men went to the house of an old 
colored man, in the night, took him into the woods, stripped him, 
tied him to a stake, and gave him a large number of lashes with a 
harness trace, and then told him to go, and if they found him in that 
part of the parish the next day they would kill him. He started to 
run and was fired at three times, but was not hit. The old man was 
so badly bruised from the .said beating, that it took him three days 
to get to witness' house, a distance of fifteen miles ; and from what 
he told and from witness' own knowledge of these people, he has no 
hesitation in saying that the sole and only purpose of these men was 
to get possession of the old man's crop, consisting of about twelve 
acres of cotton and the same in corn. Witness firmly believes that 
there have been from twenty to twenty-five freedmen killed during 
the past eight or ten months in Catahoula parish. About the first 
of January, 18G8, three colored men were arrested on suspicion of 
having killed an ox, and while on their way to jail were met by the 
"Ku Klux," and taken from the parties who had them in charge. A 
few weeks . after their bodies were found floating in a bayou. Mr. 
Newman, of Catahoula (a brother of Mr. Isidore Newman, broker in 
New Orleans), told witness that a party of white men visited his 
place about the first of this year, and killed all the colored men, 
women and children on the place, and then set fire to the house, gin 
and barns, which were thereby burned to the ground. Mr. Talia- 
ferro, the chairman of our board, told witness that he thought there 
would be at least seven or eight hundred (TOO or 800) freedmen that 
would not register, on account of the threats that had been made 
against them, such as, "They would be killed," ^'be hanged," "be 
driven off the places,'' etc. And many were deceived by being told 
that it was not necessary for them to register again, that they could 
vote on their old registration papers, while others were told that 
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they had plenty of time to register for the next three or four weeks, 
when the parties telhng these Hes knew positively that the Registra- 
tion office would close in a few days, viz: on the 24th of October, 1868. 
Witness found his hfe in so much danger while residing in this 
parish, that he left on the 29 th day of October and-arrived in this city 
on the 31st. Witness further states that Republicans cannot Hve 
with any security in Catahoula parish. That the leading citizens of 
the parish were very sanguine that Seymour and Blair would be 
elected President and Vice President, and it was nothing unusual to 
hear them say — in fact it was their boast — "that after Seymour and 
Blair were elected, no G — d d — d radical should live in the parish." 
The following are some of the names of the '*Ku Klux Klan" of 
Catahoula parish and of the parties that came to witness' house, as 
before stated : James Dunckley, Jr., E. R. Brown, F. T. Leatherman, 
Frank Folk, John Lacraux, Micheal Lacrau::, Michael Beard, Joseph 
White, H. Ramsey, William Jones, Eugene Barrow, Rollins, and 
Turnage. All these parties were at witness* house, and he believes 
the man Rollins and his brother were the murderers of the three 
colored men aiTested on suspicion of having killed the ox hereinbe- 
fore spoken of That the said Rollins was very bitter against the 
colored race, and witness believes from what he has heard that he 
(Rollins) has killed at least thirty or forty of the said race since the 
surrender of General Lee, in 1865. 



Hon. 0. H. Brewster, member of the House of Representatives, 
State of Louisiana, states, on oath, that he left the city of New 
Orleans on the 21st day of October, 1868, for the landing, six miles 
below Trinity, Catahoula parish. On his arrival there he met Mr. 
Lemmon, ex-agent of the Freedmen's Bureau, and saw him pick up a 
letter in his yard; the letter contained the following words, as near 
as witness can recollect : "You and your radical fiiend. Fanning, 
(present Bureau agent for this parish), must leave this parish by the 
26th instant, under the penalty of being hung;" it was signed "K. K. 
K.," and contained a picture of a gallows. On the twenty-third of 
October, 1868, witness visited Trinity and called upon the Board of 
Supervisors, and was informed by Mr. Taliaferi*o, who is a member 
of the board, that there were about eight hundred freedmen who 
had not registered. This was on the 24:th, and next to the last day 
of closing registration. Mr. Taliaferro believed these freedmen ha4 
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been deceived by the planters for whom they worked, and that these ' 
planters had told said freedmen that their old registration papers * 
would do, and that the registration office would not close on the . 
twenty-fourth of October, 1868, but would keep open for three or four 
weeks longer. Mr; Taliafeiro said he thought thdy would have a peace- ; 
able election in the parish, but there was no doubt the parish would 'l 
go Democratic, on account of so many freedmen being deprived the 
privilege of registering. Witness says it was published in the pa- [ 
pers that he would make a Republican speech that night at Lemmon's 
place. A few of the colored men who came to the place of meeting, '^ 
came armed with double-barreled shotguns. He asked these parties 
why they came armed? They replied that "parties of armed white 
men bad visited them on the plantations, and told them if they went . 
to hear Brewster, or any other radical speak ihey would kill them," ^ 
and that hundreds would have come to the meeting if they had not 
been afraid of getting killed. The following morning Mr. Lemmon \ 
and witness found a letter in the guUy, tied to a corncob, containing 
a warning, as follows : "Lemmon and his radical friend must leave' 
by the 26th," signed "K. K K. ! ! !' A day or two afterwards 
witness went to Ouachita parish to a point twelve miles below 
Monroe, to fill another appointment that had been published. Di- 
rectly after landing, he met an old overseer, and heard him say to a 
boy on a white mule, "run quick and tell all of them." It was 
about a half mile to the store; after going there, and while convers- 
ing with Mr. Filhio, a crowd of men collected around, some of them 
showing their firearms, and surrounded witness. The man who 
seemed to be the leader said "I believe this is Mr. Brewster?" Wit- 
ness replied, "yes! how do you do, sir?" He answered "none of 
your business." Witness then said "there is no need of having any 
trouble ; what is the matter !" To which he rephed "We want to 
notify you that you must leave this place to-day, or you wiU not live 
till night," or words to that effect. They also told witness that if 
he intended to hold a Republican meeting he had better come with 
a strong force, or they would not succeed. Witness told him he 
"would Uke to know why they pursued this course?" He replied 
(the leader) "because you belong to a party that is trying to excite 
the colored people to kill off all the white men, women and children; 
the colored people are quiet now, and we are determined to keep 
them so." Witness answered, "I refer you to my course in the 
g^ate J^egislature, to sljow yoi^ ti^at I hay© worked f9r tjje good pf 
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the whole people, both white and black." He atiswei'e(3, "It maked 
no difference what your course has been, you belong to a party that 
wants to bring on a war between the two races, and we are not 
going to allow it, and we don't want any more t&lk about the mat- 
ter." Witness went into Mr. Filhio's house, who recommended him to 
go away for fear these men would commit some outrages. Witness 
then left Mr. Filhio's house and started for Monroe, where he arrived 

in the afternoon, and then immediately went to Trenton He had 
only been there a few minutes when two of his Democratic friends, 
whose names he would not like to give, told him his presence 'might 
make a disturbance, and he had better be on the lookout. Witness 
saw several colored men who told him they could not vote for "Grant 
and Colfax" and live there; that they would have to vote for " Sey- 
moar and Blair" to save their lives. Many of them told witness 
that their employers had taken their registration papers and would 
make them vote for "Seymour and Blair." Just after dark witness 
found the excitement so high that he started to return to Monroe, 
and while passing through the grounds that surrounded his house 
he was fired upon by white men, who had previously threatened that 
they would kill him before morning. He thinks these men were 
strangers to him and were from some of the hill parishes. Witness 
is perfectly satisfied from his travels through the different parishes 
of the State, that the Democratic party is controlled by a set of 
white desperadoes, and that honest Democrats are as much intimi- 
dated as Republicans. A day or two after witnes s went to Madison 
parish, and after passing Delhi, he was ^d by a Democrat that the 
**Ku Klux. Klan!'' had waited on a 8ho(!B|ker, and warned him to 
leave in a certain time ; he was then plying up to go. Witness 
found everything quiet along the river in this parish ; he made 
speeches at Milliken's Bend and in other portions of the parish, and 
was well treated by the Democrats in each place. In coming down 
the Teche country through St. Mary parish since the election, witness 
says it Was openly said by Democrats on board of the boat, that " if 
there was no other Way to get rid of the radicals, the Legislature 
would have to go up.'' 



Abraham Jackson, colored, states, on 6ath, that he \^ad obliged 
to flee froni the town of Harrisonburg, parish of Catahoula, on thd 
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third of Kovember, 18G8, on account of the domonatratiouB made by 
ifho Democrats toward taking hia life ; tliat for some months past lie 
had been engaged in toachingacolored Bcbool in Harrisonburg; that 
aboiit two montbe eitice lie found it iiecesoary to close his school on 
account of lUrcats made agaiuat him by parties professing to bo Dem- 
ocrats, since which time he had been engaged in cutting wood and 
doing any other work lie could get to do. On Monday night, November 
B, about ten o'cluck, witncaa being on the road, about ttirce hundred 
yards' from hia housu, he heani the eoiiiid of a body of men ap- 
proaching, and being afraid, ho crouched behind some rocks on the 
jcoad side, which they piisaed. He judges there were a houdred 
of tliera, all armed with guna and revolvers ; they went directly to 
Ilia hoDSC and inquired fur Iiim; witness hearing everything tboy 
said from where he was concealed. A friend, who was at the house, 
told them he did not know whore witnesa was ; wheroupon they 
tbreatcnud to shoot him if lie did not tell, Tliey then went to John 
Jloorn's (a colored man) house, and inquired for witness; Moore told 
them he did not l;now where witness was; and tben told them that 
iwitness had ruad the Republican papers and documents to him bo 
touch that he had become a Kepublicau, otherwise he would be a 
Democrat, Tliese men replied: "God d— n him, he had better 
make his escape from here, for if wo lay our eyes on him we will 
Blny him." One of their number, a Captain Gilieeple, said : "If be 
^(witness) comes to-tbe polls to-morrow I will blow his brains out," 
Iftddicg, "I will be there myself, and if Jackson enters the court 
]inuse door I will shoot hii'*%' Witncaa knows of nothing they have 
against him except timt^I'I'tanght a colored school, and read the 
radical papers to tlic colorW people, and tried to enlighten them as 
much as he could; ho has never heard them say they did not wish 
tbe colored chlldicu taught, but Ins heard them say Ihey " did not 
want a black teacher in town." Wituess saya a largo number of 
Icolorcd men have been found killed in the parish on account of tlieir 
Ipolitics the past year. There was a band of men called " Kii Klux" 
that went abou^.ihe country in the night, and it was supposed tJiose 
Ifonnd killed meTflioir death at their bands. Witness further states, 
ihat there arc about forty colored Democrats in the parish, and that 
^ey are allowed to carry weapons, but that colored Republicans aro 
pot allowed to carry them or have them in their houaes; that on the 
day of tlie election be did not dare to go to the polls on account of 
Ufa^threatB made against h!m the night before, and because tho 
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